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Dear NYC Graduates,

It is human nature that as time goes by, memoaids &nd our perception of history changes. Tigsta
grow taller, and in the retelling details are lastl added. In your hands is a written record of ywew's
trials and tribulations during the summer of 2006is testimony of your successes, challenges,
experiences both good and bad as well as some amitdvacky. As you sit back in the comfort of your
home and relive some of those memories | encoyrageo add your own notes on how you felt, what you
saw and what you did.

As you embark on your next adventure, whateveray tme, remember the things you did here. Remember
the challenges you faced and that nothing is imiptessAll you need is a fistful of gorp, a PB&hd
some good friends. Make it happen!!!

A few of the amazing things accomplished during2B86 field season at NYC; over 17 miles of new tra
constructed, over 328 miles of existing trail mained, 2,237 drainage structures installed, 3,408f f
retaining wall built, 1,222 ft. of turnpike constited, 323 ft. of bridge built, 208 acres of treesned, 381
logs bucked out, and 1,513 acres of noxious weesticated.

Best Wishes,

Joe Waksmundski
NYC Field Director



National Forest or area that the work took place: vate Land
Ranger District
Project Name- Warren’'s Weed Warriors

Week 1: Date June f9une 28

Monday: Orientation began at 1:00 on Saturday. Every HiYgathered at the Lewiston
Roundup Grounds where the leaders began to imrtieesgew members in the NYC experience
with informational rotations and “big funs!” Sundaorning the crews were announced and we
loaded up our vans and dispersed to our projexg.siYellow crew arrived early in the afternoon,
set up camp. Went swimming, had a SEED and atesdin-Laura

Tuesday: Yellow crew is tracking Med Sage in various areb€ouncil...We get up early to get

a fresh start and go at it all day...Patty is a cdrwéours...who runs around on her four-wheeler
scoring everyone, she is sweet, but watch your(o@) while we are out there working. |

think crew dynamics is decent there are differgpes of people, getting to other people who are
different as well. The work gets done, though vay/ have to sweep on area more than once. As
an individual in the group, | feel pretty good.drtt feel rejected or not a part of the groupeelf
that there is an aura of friendliness among usa Asew overall it has been a pleasant time, and |
hope to get to know everyone better.

Wednesday:Today we walked around and killed more Med Sddiked this because it was an
adventure. | got to see a lot of snakes and athienals. The snakes were cool to see because
they were different colors and different length8e also saw different types of birds and insects.
—Tyler M.

Thursday: So as we get further into th& week, | feel like everyone is starting to miss lgom
somewhat. | am really missing my sister and béstd. It is almost like a hole in yourself that



you can't seem to fill. Your crew somewhat comed helps fill it a little. But you still have a
part of you missing. That, no one can fill. | ledpat the crew can in a way become like home;
when you leave NYC you feel like part of you is sing. | hope we can become a close group!
-Brittney H

National Forest or area that the work took place
Ranger District

Project Name-

Week 2: Date June $6lune 30th

We met Orange crew at the weekend site. We alij lourh and kicked it. Saturday we divided
into two groups and went swimming. Sunday cleamethen met up Davi and set up camp.
Monday first day of work. Fun Fun. —Shay

Tuesday: Today we all kind of got mad at Matt because hs not doing any work and would
just stand there and lick his lips.

Wednesday:We plan to get as much done as possible. We lhee brushing the past two days
and today we played in mud. We were so coveretianyand ears still have mud in them. We
work great together. | am glad we have come tagettwe would not have, this would have
been a hard 5 weeks. —Caitlin P.

Thursday: This week we learned about a bug that eats &e@yesterday night at like 12:30
Hayden a guy in our tent woke up and tore ourdemtn for no apparent reason and it was really
crazy. We have worked a 32 hour short week amabddave to work on Friday cause were
leaving early to do a store stop and showersgdiag to be bomb this weekend because were
getting mail. —Dustin S.

National Forest or area that the work took place: Nz Perce
Ranger District: Nez Perce National Forest
Project Name- Nez Perce Fuel Reduction

Week 3: Date July3July 7th

Monday: Our parents all came down to the weekend sitensngot mail via Kate’s mom. All
the rec. trips happened in basically the same ordér all went to the beach then to the store
then to the museum. Some people were enjoyingidedend site and others just sat in the van.
—Ben B.

Tuesday: We are putting sticks in piles all week long. We trying to have fun with it. It's all
good in the end. We have 2 and a half weeks teftvee get to go home but | know | will miss
everyone on my crew. Just remember, keep yourughin-Caitlin P.

Wednesday:Today their was a couple people that wanted i lout after the lunch break Shilo
talked to them and convinced them to stay becaesenly had two more weeks to go. Other
than that this week has been going great.



Thursday: Today our crew learned that quitting was not jptiom. One member wanted to quit
but all of the crew convinced him not to so we kafdll worked together on that and learned to
stick together.

Friday: Our challenges this week were to keep a PMA tdw/ére boring job and each other.
When | say the boring job | mean that the work waisappreciated as some other jobs we did
and the fact is that it was mind-numbing. The faaxtple wanted to quit did not help peoples
PMA and kind of turned the crew on itself. Our@oplishments included keeping everyone
from quitting and finishing the job. —Ben B.

National Forest or area that the work took place: Payette NF
Ranger District
Project Name- Rush Creek

Week 4: Date July f6July 14"

Monday: All crew weekend sites! The crews are so muchtéube around, you get to
see how your crew reacts around other people awdlney treat non crew members.
Rec. trips are enjoyable. Though they may go the; are still memorable. | am
bummed we won’t be seeing all the crews until gedidmn! By the way Laura, Kate and
| all got Mohawks today. —Brittny H.

Tuesday: Our project this week is a big one. We are inShaetooth Wilderness. What
we are doing is brushing trail for 8 miles. Thaltis real thick and we have a lot of work
to do. We have to make the trail so horses cathgetgh. It will be tough but we have
a strong crew.

National Forest or area that the work took place: Sawtooth
Ranger District: Sawtooth
Project Name- Big Lake Fence

Week 5: Date July 1'zJuly 21

Monday: The crew met up with Red Crew. We all hung owut did rec.
trips. Monday our contacts were really late sd&I8teve, and | all
stayed back because there weren't any more s€hesthree of us read
books. When the whole crew got back together weedaround most of
the day trying to find marked trees. Then we mdritvo fence posts. —
Shay D.

Tuesday: Today | got fired for something | didn’t do. dak the blame for
two people | thought were friends Shilo made méizedhat your true
friends wouldn’t let me take the blame for somaghimey did. | also
relished that a lot of people I didn't think wereehds were actually my
better friends. | want to end this on a good netepeace out. —Tyler



Wednesday:Our crew’s goal for this week. Well | really dbknow.

Get a lot of fence built. | just want to add thiater is one of the best guys
I know. He is a real man. He took blame for onen@ people so all

three of them did not get fired. Our crew is ohéhe better ones. We just
never got to show everyone what we are made of.tfBaiweek we have
hauled 5 foot, 7 foot and ten-foot poles half aemi\We all love that! -
Caitlin P.

Thursday: Our crew this week learned a lot about hone¥#g had a crew
member that took the blame for something he dido’and the people
who did, let him. Later they stepped up and wenaelst but it didn’t
matter. For a crew to remain close (unlike oufgeje needs to be
honesty. People have been at each others’ thaodtsalking smack all
session. But all in all most people have triegub together, and confront
people and be honest about how they are feelingerywe right now
just wants to go home. Only one more day. —Byitd.

My hardest day was when Steve, KC, Dusting H. asgré and | all made the hike up to
the top of the mountain when | had my hurt anki€hay

My most challenging day at NYC was the last daglslailing. | just wanted to get the
heck out of there and | spaced off at work all dagaitlin

My most challenging time, wasn’'t a moment, it whdaveeks and fighting
homesickness. —Brittny H.

My most challenging moment in NYC was a Wednesdahefourth week we had to
hike forever and my feet had fatty blisters andensore for the rest of the week. —Ben
B.

The first few days were the most challenging forbeeause | didn’t know people or
what sort of a role | was going to play. —Laura.

The most challenging day at NYC was Birdie on teecR. We had to jump on other
peoples backs that we didn’t know. But I did it.

My most challenging day was the first day of slpgimg. It was like 95 degrees and |
hate heat so | was irritated with that all day.usfin S.

My most challenging moment was when my buddy Tldér We only had 3 days left of
NYC and he took the blame for something he shouliswve. —Hayden W.



Meeting my new crew, and going swimming at Big Fesh Lake. —Shay D.

Getting Shilo as a crew leader, weekend site iCMicand the views at Red Fish Lake.
—Caitlin.

My Crew was rad, Shilo was a great leader andrttezdctions with the other crews.”(3
week-Blue Crew) -Brittny H.

Being put in Yellow Crew, making trail at Red Fisake and waking up so early in the
summer. —Ben B.

Interaction with other people, eating a skunkdaidl changing projects every week and
sleeping in the thunderstorms. —Laura

Seeing Shilo and his hair for the first time, bepicked for Yellow crew and the last day
of work. —Matt M.

Long scenic drives to worksites, getting to knowergyene on my crew and working with
Blue crew slash piling. —Dustin S.

Getting used to my awesome crew, long drives tonaurk sights and all the time to
think. —Hayden W.
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The thunder storm week 3. —Caitlin

| will always remember in the third week walkingtiviCaitlin an &' of a mile drenched
to go see the blue crew and the neutered chipm&k Justing. —Brittny H.

| am going to remember living with 12 strangers3aveeks. —Ben B.
| don’t know yet. Probably the three other gintsray crew. —Laura
Shilo. —Matt M.

Yeah along with the people | lived with I'll probgkalways remember the goofiest guy
I've ever met, Shilo. —Dustin S.

| will always remember my first rover Brando and orgw leader Shilo. | wish we could
have had more good times with him. —Hayden W.
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Work hard. —Shay D.



Look at life in a better way. —Caitlin

| will always think before acting, no more stupbataneous actions. —Brittny H.
| will be better to my friends and family. —Ben B.

Take more time in finding out who a person is armédtthey believe. —Laura

Go beyond expectations. Matt M.

Never take what | got at home for granted. Thicays always be worse, but at home,
now | realized better what | have, not only possess —Dustin S.

Appreciate the simple things in life. —Hayden W.
# 8

| learned hownotto blow up at women when they boss me around.ay-8h
To respect my crew - even the guys when they arglemature. —Caitlin

| learned that the decisions you make should niytloa for you, but you should know
how they affect others. —Brittny H.

| learned that in order to succeed | have to haepatitive pattern. —Ben B.

To not allow other’s opinions to overpower me,dtetate many different personalities,
to be more emotionally self—maintaining. —Laura

At NYC | learned to make slash piles, how to do rssetches and how to get rid of Med
Sage. —Matt.

| learned that when being stuck with 10 strangespectis what will get you through 5
weeks. —Dustin S.



