


 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear NYC Graduates, 
 
It is human nature that as time goes by, memories fade and our perception of history changes.  Tall tales 
grow taller, and in the retelling details are lost and added.  In your hands is a written record of your crew’s 
trials and tribulations during the summer of 2006.  It is testimony of your successes, challenges, 
experiences both good and bad as well as some weird and wacky.  As you sit back in the comfort of your 
home and relive some of those memories I encourage you to add your own notes on how you felt, what you 
saw and what you did. 
 
As you embark on your next adventure, whatever it may be, remember the things you did here.  Remember 
the challenges you faced and that nothing is impossible.  All you need is a fistful of gorp, a PB&J, and 
some good friends.  Make it happen!!! 
 
A few of the amazing things accomplished during the 2006 field season at NYC; over 17 miles of new trail 
constructed, over 328 miles of existing trail maintained, 2,237 drainage structures installed, 3,400 ft. of 
retaining wall built, 1,222 ft. of turnpike constructed, 323 ft. of bridge built, 208 acres of trees pruned, 381 
logs bucked out, and 1,513 acres of noxious weeds eradicated.   
 
Best Wishes, 
 

 
Joe Waksmundski 
NYC Field Director 



 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Bureau of Land Management 
Ranger District: Roseburg BLM 
Project Name- Roseburg Pruning 
 
Week 1: Date July 31st-Aug 4th 
 
Monday:  This weekend was orientation on Saturday at Elijah Bristow 
park and on Sunday we found out which crew we are on.  It just so 
happens we are the blue crew.  –Kyle 
 
Tuesday:  This week we went down the road about five minutes and we 
used the mid-reach to trim the trees.  Dompier is where we were trimming 
trees today.  Because if we trim them they grow better. –Braylin 
 
Wednesday:  To have unity and team work, also to start getting done faster 
and more efficient and to start respecting our crew leaders more.  We also 
need to start doing things without being told. 
 
Thursday:  We learned how to prune trees in Roseburg.  But there is this 
boy that would run around and speak Spanish to us.  We didn’t know 
Spanish so he was irritated by this I think so he stole our saw and yellow 
top and hid them from us.  We found the yellow top in a bush after 30 
minutes.  But never found the saw and haven’t seen the Spanish speaking 
phantom boy since.  –David 



 
Friday:  The crew challenges were the chores, shotgun, tools, attitude, 
language and losing a crew member.  It took the crew a little while  to get 
used to chores mainly on the shotgun to few sandwiches or no extra 
snacks.  We lost a tool and a handsaw. people have been getting a little 
snippy.  The “honey moon” phase is coming to a close.  The language is 
still foul but were catching ourselves and we’ve lost a crew member which 
means more hours in a day instead of Friday.   
The crews accomplishments were getting a lot of pruning done, not getting 
mad when the tool was lost and also not getting mad when Kyle left.  
Getting along with everyone in the crew, making good dinners and not 
mining gorp. 
 
  
National Forest or area that the work took place: Fremont NF 
Ranger District: Paisley RD 
Project Name-   Cougar Peak trail maintenance 
 
Week 2: Date Aug 7th-Aug 18th 
 
Monday:  This weekend we all got to the weekend site really late so we had to just eat dinner and 
go to sleep the next day we woke up and started on the chores then we all went on rec. trips.  We 
got back and we had to cook the dinner for everyone we made taco salad and served it to 
everyone.  The next day we woke up, did some chores and got our new job for the next week. –
Ivan 
 
Tuesday:  We are doing maintenance and re-routing of a trail.  This trail is about 2 miles long.  
We are in Fremont not far from our work site.  We are doing this so hikers that go on this trail 
don’t get lost or confused.  –David A. 
 
Wednesday:  The crews goals for the week are to complete Cougar Peak trail maintenance and 
“creation” of “new” trail.  Also to actually get through the week alive.  Lastly, to learn more 
about each other.  We have successfully completed most of them. –Nick 
 
Thursday:  We learned how to build trails and drain dips, the weather and rock cycle and Nick.  
On trails we learned that it should be a flat as possible and have very little rocks.  Drain dips it 
should be at a 45 degree angle.  The weather cycle, we learned about how water gets replenished.  
The rock cycle, we learned how earth quakes work.  Then finally we learned about Nick his PH 
up till now and that about it. –Jesus Z. 
 
Friday:  We finish our job on cougar peak so today we worked on a re-route.  Our only real 
problems were small fights among the group but other than that we finished our job without 
injury and only 2 cases of crew members being sick but to spit this they worked through it. –JD 
B. 
 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Crater Lake NP 
Ranger District 
Project Name-  Lightning Springs Trail 
 



Week 3:  Date Aug 14th-Aug 18th 
 
 
Monday:  We went to the weekend site and some of our parents came to visit.  We had a big 
dinner and we went to our rec. trips.  There was a great talent show contest and the crew leaders 
had the best skits.  Oh what joy! –Greg 
 
Tuesday:  We are in the Crater Lake National park working on the lightning springs trail!  
Maintaining it by knocking down the berm, trimming trees so horses and people can walk on it 
with out getting hurt or falling down the hillside by false tread. 
 
Wednesday:  Our crew’s goals are to stop ridiculous arguments and to respect each other.  We are 
going to be as strong as the other crews and maybe even stronger than the other crews.  Our other 
goals are to apologize to our rovers and woods boss.  Our bickering cause a lot of problems and 
we intend to fix them. –Austin S. 
 
Thursday:  This week our crew learned to function and work respectfully together.  We learned 
all about Jesus, Greg and Austin.  I learned that a pine cone is one of the best tools, it gets every 
single crevice.  I want to declare the best meal I’ve ever had and it was on Wednesday.  It 
consisted of Beans and Rice with Sriracha sauce with chicken and tortillas and cheese cake with 
fruit.  –Nick A. 
 
Friday:  We all wanted to stop fighting with each other and pushing one another’s buttons.  So we 
did and we are doing a lot better as a crew now.  Another challenge was to learn how to live in 
the back country.  It was harder for some of us compared to others.  Some people are used to 
taking multiple showers a day, smelling like deodorant and having their parents treat them like 
kings and queens, I think most people will get used to it if they haven’t yet.  What doesn’t kill 
you makes you stronger, right? 
 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Klamath NF 
Ranger District: Happy Camp RD 
Project Name-PCT Rehab Cook and Green TH    
 
Week 4:  Date Aug 21st-Aug 25th 
 
Monday:  Well I had a day off this weekend, I hung out with yellow and red crew leaders.  We 
swam and rested.  We shared moments and truths.  It was great. –Cole 
 
Tuesday:  The project we are doing for the PCT is now mainly lopping and a little trail work and 
brushing.  We are doing this because it makes it easier for people/horses to walk through the trail 
and help the trail maintain itself. –Jesus Z. 
 
Wednesday:  Our crew’s goals this week is to remain a solid crew that busts out sexy trail.  I 
would like to get over individual differences also. 
 
Thursday:  Our crew learned a lot this week.  We learned about the complications of getting jobs.  
We have also learned how to work in California.  What a beautiful place. 
 



Friday:  Our crews challenge for the week was staying unified.  There are several on this crew 
that have giving up on any attempt on getting along.  This makes the individual issue becomes a 
whole crew issue because the fighting drags all of us down.  I watched a bug crawl across the 
ground today.  It was our lunch break and it moved right past me.  It was a sparkling green bug 
and I named it tadpole.  I decided tadpole was coming home from tea with Mrs. Whisker bottom 
and sir fuzzle cramp.  Well the good Sir Fuzzle cramp insulted by mistake of course, Tadpoles 
dignity.  Mrs. Wisker bottom tried to gel the situation with more tea and crackers but when a 
bug’s mind is set it is so.  Therefore Tadpole left anyway and in a hurry.  I like tea. 
 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Klamath NF 
Ranger District: Happy Camp 
Project Name-   PCT Rehab Cook and Green TH 
 
Week 5:  Date Aug 25th- Sep 1st  
 
Monday:  Our weekend was unusual in that we worked on Sunday due to the fact that we were on 
a duo week backcountry trip.  On Saturday we were able to sleep in.  The sun actually rose before 
we did. Wow! –Braylin 
 
Tuesday:  We are still working in N. California on the PCT.  We are pruning the trail corridor so 
that hikers don’t have to touch the bushes.  On a side note I think that our woodsboss has an evil 
mustache.  He is a nice guy but his facial hair is diabolical. 
 
Wednesday:  Our crew is basically doing a lot of lopping this week so our goal is pretty much to 
get as much done as possible.  We already made it past our camp site so I think we’re doin pretty 
well.  The other thing is we want to end the five weeks on a good note which were doing all right.  
Some people still have problems but for the most part we’re all pretty good friends.  That’s 
basically all we got this week so I’m gonna stop writting right about now, or now, or maybe even 
now. –Zach. 
 
Thursday:  Just waken up in the morning gotta think God I don’t know but today feels kind of 
odd no croaken from frogs no fog and Cole’s cooked a breakfast with no hog.  We got our grub 
on but didn’t pig out finally found some trail we had to dig out.  Hook it up for latter as we hit the 
door thinken all that’s left is no more peace. 
 
Friday:  We did it.  We finished the session without killing anyone.  We lost only one tool, broke 
a lot more, two yellow tops, one 5 gallon down.  Overall it has been a growth experience.  We are 
heading into big clean and the rest of our lives after that.  Goodbye and God speed. 
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The most challenging day for me during this session would have to be when I was on 
Cougar Peak.  I was not doing too well because I had family problems with my father and 
I’m still worried about him.  To add on to that I started getting dehydrated and I was 
taken off the clock for forty-five minutes but I made up that time later on in the week.  
The deal with my father was that I almost quit but I was convinced to stay here at NYC.  
It wasn’t the greatest compared to my last session but we have made it to the fifth week. 
(somehow).  –Austin S. 
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My first NYC experience out of my three favorite would have to be when we were on the 
rim of Crater Lake, because when we were working on the rim in the morning it was 
really cool.  The water was really blue and you could see really far down in the water. 
 
The second experience would have to be the Fremont because when we were there we 
had some killer views.  That view was incredible. 
 
My last but not least would have to be Northern California on the PCT where you could 
see Mt. Shasta which is really pretty.  But that’s my three favorite NYC experiences. 
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We ate the worst meal I ever had last night it was absolutely terrible.  It started out with 
trio Alfredo sauce on noodles which is bad enough, but then it started to burn so Matt 
stepped in and decided to put all kinds of stuff in it.  It had every spice but we ran out of 
salt so he decided to substitute in wheat thins then he started throwing in all kinds of 
dehydrated stuff like BBQ TVP and vegetables and stuff.  They got all done with it and 
called it goat bladder surprise.  It was absolutely terrible.  Some people couldn’t even 
take down a bowl.  I got one bowl and a little of a second.  Cole, Austin, Braylin and 
Matt each had four it was crazy but I’m glad I got it over with and I’ll never have to eat it 
again. 
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From now on I will always do 3 or know 3 things that I learned and or built on from 
NYC.  The first is obvious.  If I am walking on a trail or path I will always notice tread, 
pruning and or drainage dips that need to be created, altered or maintained.  I will call 
this my “NYC Vision” or “NEYEC.”  Secondly, the copious amount of knowledge that I 
gained from our glorious leader, Cole and the enormously great rovers Jason, Lyndsay, 
Tyson and Matt.  They have taught me so much from animals to different countries to 
horse riding to how to kill someone with a finger.  Lastly I will always appreciate what I 
get and what I have and always work for everything. 
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At NYC I have learned lots of things.  Some are more important than others but I have 
learned so many things.  I’ve learned not to have a bad attitude about things.  That was a 
big problem for me and now it’s not.  I’ve learned how to help people with their 
problems.  We were having issues in our group and I helped fix them a little.  I’ve also 
learned to have patience.  Lots of things have happened with our crew and patience with 
people helps a lot.  Those are the most important ones to me. 
 


