


 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear NYC Graduates, 
 
It is human nature that as time goes by, memories fade and our perception of history changes.  Tall tales 
grow taller, and in the retelling details are lost and added.  In your hands is a written record of your crew’s 
trials and tribulations during the summer of 2006.  It is testimony of your successes, challenges, 
experiences both good and bad as well as some weird and wacky.  As you sit back in the comfort of your 
home and relive some of those memories I encourage you to add your own notes on how you felt, what you 
saw and what you did. 
 
As you embark on your next adventure, whatever it may be, remember the things you did here.  Remember 
the challenges you faced and that nothing is impossible.  All you need is a fistful of gorp, a PB&J, and 
some good friends.  Make it happen!!! 
 
A few of the amazing things accomplished during the 2006 field season at NYC; over 17 miles of new trail 
constructed, over 328 miles of existing trail maintained, 2,237 drainage structures installed, 3,400 ft. of 
retaining wall built, 1,222 ft. of turnpike constructed, 323 ft. of bridge built, 208 acres of trees pruned, 381 
logs bucked out, and 1,513 acres of noxious weeds eradicated.   
 
Best Wishes, 
 

 
Joe Waksmundski 
NYC Field Director 



 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Rogue River NF 
Ranger District: Butte Falls RD 
Project Name-  Middle South Fork Trail #988 
 
Week 1: Date July 31st-Aug 4th 
 
Monday:  This weekend our crew took part in many rotations, it was the 
first weekend so everyone was just getting to know each other.  The crew 
leaders picked the crews and then we drove there. –Mr. Digrazia 
 
Tuesday:  We are along the Rogue River.  Our biggest project is 1,278 feet 
long.  We are doing this re-route because the contact told us to.  The re-
route is a two day project that is very tough.  We also got to use the 
chainsaw to fall trees that got in the way.  –Mr. Lambert. 
 
Wednesday:  To survive our goal is to make it to a 711 this weekend.  A 
slurpee has sounded like goodness in a cup 10 oz. of slurpee for only 
$1.49.  We also have a goal to get through the week with no injurys. –Mr. 
N. D. 
 
Thursday:  Our crew learned how valuable your sleep is and not to waste 
it.  We also learned that at meal times eat a lot.  We learned how to define 
the binge.  We learned that teamwork and communication is important.  –
Nick D. 



 
Friday:  Well it looks like Friday finally decided to show up.  My crew 
managed to crank out over 1,000 feet of new trail, braving tenacious 
wasps, dust and falling rocks.  I myself installed a new retaining wall up 
near the hood of the trial.  I am a trifle concerned, however, that my crew 
will become too bad and run out of work to do.  I can only hope that this 
day never comes. 
 
  
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Rogue River NF 
Ranger District: Butte Falls RD 
Project Name- Middle South Fork Trail #988 
 
Week 2: Date Aug 7th-Aug 11th 
 
Monday:  We all got mad because we felt like we were shown no respect.  On Sunday night we 
had a big talk and there was thunder and lightning.  John and I got into some things which ended 
up in a misfortunate event. (John leaving.)  T. Lambert 
 
Tuesday:  Are projects this week are finishing a bridge approach and brushing a trail during the 
first part of the day we had a crazy time fire lining gravel in our helmets to finish the approach.  
The rest of the day people were lopping and sawing.  –Jester 
 
Wednesday:  We were to finish the project as quickly as we can.  We want it to look as good as 
possible.  We also want to add a head onto the turkey. 
 
Thursday:  We learned how to swamp well.  We also learned that monkeys are very aggressive 
and territorial.  It has been a good week we learned that the river is very cold. 
 
Friday:  This week we finished our “1,000+ ft” re-route, built a ford to re-place a bridge, brushed 
and swamped “1800 + ft.” of trial.  We also forgot the shot gun a few times, lost a crew member.  
Even with an 8 man crew we still accomplished a lot. 
 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Fremont NF 
Ranger District: Lakeview RD 
Project Name- Chewakum Trail Maint. 
 
Week 3:  Date Aug 14th-Aug 18th 
 
Monday:  This weekend my mom visited me and dropped off a graphic navel along with some 
fresh peaches.  We talked about stuff at camp and at home and she told me that the family missed 
me.  We had a pretty kick talent show as well.  –Alexander J. 
 
Tuesday:  This week we are doing a bunch of crap on a cow trail.  It is hot and dusty and I have 
no idea why we’re doing it.  I’m very glad that up till now I haven’t gotten foot rot or the mung.  
My shoes are great, but at the end of the day my feet start to hurt.  Come to think of it, the work 
isn’t all that bad.  –Alexander J. 
 



Wednesday:  This week our crew is looking forward to a nice mineral bath on Friday.  We also 
want to finish our trail with time to spare on account of how we want to do as little work as 
possible at the end of the week.  On a more personal note, I want to find another hive of 
burrowing desert wasps.  It’s really fun to watch them paralyze crickets and carry them into their 
hives.  –Alexander J. 
 
Thursday:  We learned how to use the cross cut.  We learned how to play a hack-e-sack game 
called pelt.  We learned how to do wistle drills.  We learned that Miles’s feet smell VERY bad. –
T.L 
 
Friday:  We learned how to survive in freezing cold temps in the morning.  Some challenges we 
had were being able to keep constantly working.  Through really hot temperatures.  Everyone 
learning to cook, not just Miles and helping each other with chores.  –Nick D> 
 
 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Crater Lake National Park 
Ranger District 
Project Name-  Lightning Springs Trail 
 
Week 4:  Date Aug 21st-Aug 25th 
 
Monday:  Crew drives up to the lake, we rehab trail for awhile, then kinda break into mini crews 
and brush trail, mid reach, tread, drain dips, new drain dips are started and old drain dips are re-
built only better.  Cuz were NYC it’s not our choice, we build the best darn trail ever. 
 
Tuesday:  We were brushing trail near the rim of Crater Lake.  The trail connects onto the PCT 
and we saw a couple hikers.  It is rewarding to know that people are using the trails we are 
working jobs.  –Miles Miller 
 
Wednesday:  Working Deep in thickly forested trail.  Are objectives were as follows.  Eliminate 
all enemies within a 8 by 10 radius.  All within this area will perish nothing will stand in our way 
and none with pass unscratched.  –Tony V. 
 
Thursday:  We learned to love back country.  This weekend we are “back countrying” in a camp 
style with running water and flushing toilets.  We also learned how to use our rain gear.  We used 
it one morning for about 15 minutes while sleet was falling on us.  In SEED we learned how to 
make resumes and how to conduct our selves on a interview.  We learned A LOT this week also 
MAPS & Compass, fire building and how to play Gun.  –Taylor L. 
 
Friday:  This week we worked up near Crater Lake National Park.  Not only did we have to 
contend with heat and loopy hikers but a forest fire raging not far away.  We worked mainly on 
brushing and trail maintenance.  So it wasn’t too hard this week.  –Alexander J. 
 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Fremont NF 
Ranger District: Paisley RD 
Project Name-   Cougar Peak Trail 
 
Week 5:  Date Aug 25th-Sept. 1st 



 
Monday:  On Friday we did the routine.  Packed up what was left form Thursday then worked on 
the crest for about 4 hours then got in the van ready to hit the road.  We drove then stopped for 
showers and laundry we got to the weekend sight and we were the first ones there so we made 
dinner.  On Saturday we went on rec. trips and got mail.  Sunday we did chores and figured out 
where we were going.  We had a long drive.  –Nick D. 
 
Tuesday: We are at the Fremont National forest doing a lot of brushing.  We are doing lots of 
sawing and lopping.  Today I worked on a rock structure.  Our crew all had to push out this really 
big log.  It took all we had in us.  We got to do some crosscutting as well.  Today shot gun ruled.  
Taylor L. 
 
Wednesday:  We woke up to a very chilly morning all climbed into our van and tried to find our 
work signs with the worst directions ever.  So we did SEED when we got out so we got to chill 
half the day Wednesday after busting butt all Tuesday.  We then wondered in a forest army style 
looking for the trail but failed.  So our crew leader left and the crew went zombie crazy!  We 
were talking about what we would do if the world turned into a real dawn of the dead, then we 
finally got to work.  Jacob M. 
 
Thursday:  During SEED, something everyone enjoys doing we learned about carrying capacity 
and the salmon life cycle.  Our swamper taught a SEED this week which was different.  –Tony V. 
 
Friday:  A major challenge our crew had was keeping sane for the final week.  On Thursday night 
we got a little angry with each other but we worked it out.  A major accomplishment we had was 
coming together even more as a crew. 
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The most challenging day for me was the first one spent away from home surrounded by 
strange people. –Alexander J. 
 
The most challenging aspect of NYC for me was having so little time to myself.  Miles 
M. 
 
Was the first day I thought Brian was nuts, Ian R. 
 
The first time having to wake up.  Nick D. 
 
The very first night I was here deciding whether or not to leave or to stay.  Jacob M. 
 
The first morning when it was super cold and uncomfortable.  –Tony V. 
 
Was the first work day-thrown into 5 am wake ups and being put into a leader position.  –
Taylor C. 
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Getting a care package, the weekends site and going home.  –Alexander J. 
 
Working, my crew, meeting new people.  –Miles M. 
 
Working, the rovers, seeing Oregon.  –Ian R. 
 
Working with new people, weekends and the scenery.  –Jester 
 
Jester, seeing a lot of Oregon, working with new people.  –Nick D. 
 
Getting letters from home, sleeping, car rides, our ups and downs. 
 
Care packages, dinner and weekends.  –Tony V. 
 
Meeting and bonding with 8 new people.  Having a new person to tell you what to do.  
Pushing myself to the limit on the work site.  Taylor L. 
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I will always remember being attacked by a hive of bald faced hornets after I stepped on 
their nest.  –Alexander J. 
 
How relaxing music was during the van rides.  –Miles M. 
 
Van rides. –Ian R. 
 
I will always remember Alex’s funny jokes.  –Jester 
 
 I will always remember the great times I shared with close friends.  –Nick D. 
 
The sunrises at Crater Lake.  –Tony VanD. 
 
The ORANGE CREW!  It was a great session with too many things to write down.  
Taylor L. 
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I will always enjoy sleeping in.  Alexander J. 
 
I will never eat PBJ again.  –Miles M. 
 
Know what the van’s can do.  –Ian R. 
 
Respect the environment.  –Jester 
 
Steer clear from Iodine water.  –Nick d 



 
Enjoy not waking up with a chainsaw. 
 
Enjoy anytime not spent on my feet.  –Tony V. 
 
Continue a great work ethic.  I will also remember the others of NYC.  –Taylor L. 
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I learned to work harder than before, to accept my mistakes and learn from them and to 
get along with new people.  –Alexander J. 
 
Put a positive spin on things, put up 24 hour contact with people and work harder than I 
used to.  –Miles M. 
 
You don’t need a lot, how to Iodine water, how to sump.  Ian R. 
 
How to work with new people, learning from mistakes and acceptance.  –Jester 
 
I learned how to push myself farther than I wanted to go.  –Nick D. 
 
I can do anything I want.   
 
To not judge on first impressions or on appearances.  –Tony V. 
 
I learned that respecting others really makes a difference.  I learned that leadership is not 
only something that you start with.  There are many steps to take before people respect 
you as a leader.  Taylor L. 
 


