


 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear NYC Graduates, 
 
It is human nature that as time goes by, memories fade and our perception of history changes.  Tall tales 
grow taller, and in the retelling details are lost and added.  In your hands is a written record of your crew’s 
trials and tribulations during the summer of 2006.  It is testimony of your successes, challenges, 
experiences both good and bad as well as some weird and wacky.  As you sit back in the comfort of your 
home and relive some of those memories I encourage you to add your own notes on how you felt, what you 
saw and what you did. 
 
As you embark on your next adventure, whatever it may be, remember the things you did here.  Remember 
the challenges you faced and that nothing is impossible.  All you need is a fistful of gorp, a PB&J, and 
some good friends.  Make it happen!!! 
 
A few of the amazing things accomplished during the 2006 field season at NYC; over 17 miles of new trail 
constructed, over 328 miles of existing trail maintained, 2,237 drainage structures installed, 3,400 ft. of 
retaining wall built, 1,222 ft. of turnpike constructed, 323 ft. of bridge built, 208 acres of trees pruned, 381 
logs bucked out, and 1,513 acres of noxious weeds eradicated.   
 
Best Wishes, 
 

 
Joe Waksmundski 
NYC Field Director 



 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Fremont NF 
Ranger District: Lakeview RD 
Project Name-  Cougar Peak 
 
Week 1: Date July 31st-Aug 4th 
 
Monday:  On Saturday everyone who got into NYC showed up for the 
summer conservation corps at Elijah Bristow State Park.  I wasn’t there for 
a couple hours, but I hear the kids got together in groups and the youth 
leaders showed us what was up.  So, we had macaroni and salad and 
turkey sloppy joes for din din.  All cooked by our fabulous cooks.  Fast 
forward.  On Sunday morning we ate a hearty breakfast of fruit loops, 
frosted flakes and condensed milk.  Then we found out what groups we 
were in and loaded up and put the pedal to the medal baby yeah!!! –Amy 
G. 
 
Tuesday:  Our project is to maintain some sweet trail and build some 
structures across a river, stream and creek. 
 
Wednesday:  Our goal is to finish our trail.  We would like to make it look 
nice.  Some more of our goals are:  For all of our crew members to stay for 
the full 5 week, for no one to get hurt and for everyone to work as a team.  
–The Wonderful Becca D. 
 



Thursday:  This week we learned how to be a team by building a horse 
trail, blocking the way for ATV’s how to properly use tools, sharpen them, 
how to cook for big groups, how to properly build a bathroom and where 
to place them, and we definitely learned how to wake up early and be 
ready and pumped up to work all day.  –Camille 
 
Friday:  This week we got down and dirty digging some great trail.  We 
had a sweet time down in the Fremont.  Cool evenings, breezy work days 
and perhaps a quick dip after work to freshen up.  We all got to know our 
new trail tools and used everything from loppers to hazel hoes to cross cut 
saws to clean up part of the Cotton wood trail and make an actual reroute 
for about 700 feet.  Some folks struggled with blisters and adjusting to the 
new NYC schedule but overall everyone showed a lot of hear and things 
are going really well.  If we get done, Johnny can sing some great songs to 
lighten the mood.  –Burly Girl 
 
  
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: National Park Service 
Ranger District: Creater Lake NP 
Project Name: Lightning Springs Trail 
 
Week 2: Date Aug 7th-Aug 11th 
 
Monday:  This weekend we all went to huckleberry mountain and camped at Huckleberry 
campground.  I went with Matt and some others to go swimming at a lake and then we went to 
Phil’s Frostee’s for ice cream for our rec. trip.  –The Amazing Becca D. 
 
Tuesday:  We are in Crater Lake digging lots of trail and lopping so horses can walk through and 
the trail is looking great.  Go crimson guard!  Or Red crew but we have a 4 mile hike to get to 
work and filling in plenty of trenches along the way.  Pirate Mike 
 
Wednesday:  Our group goal is to make it up early in the morning.  We also are trying to achieve 
our trail.  We also are trying to get to know one another.  We are also trying to work on teamwork 
and supporting one another.  We also are communicating or trying to communicate with one 
another.  The crew is also trying to care and listen to one another. –Tiffany L. 
 
Thursday:  Our crew learned how to be patient with one another especially during our hikes into 
our work site.  We learned how to use trails well and work together with one another.  We learned 
what difficulties we have as far as work ethic and the like.  We did some awesome sit seeing 
around the Crater Lake area and around our worksite which allowed us to take in the beauty of 
the world.  –J. 
 
Friday:  This week our crew’s challenges was waking up in time to be ready to work in the early 
morning.  We also had to hike up these really big hills and hike out for 4 miles to our work site 
and a major challenge for some people was staying on track and talking while we work not 
talking and not working. 
 



One of our accomplishments was finding a pair of sunglasses growing into a huge tree, getting all 
our hours taken care of and having free time; and another accomplishment would be supporting 
each other through everything and working as a team. 
 
 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Klamath NF 
Ranger District: Happy Camp RD 
Project Name-  PCT Trail 
 
Week 3: Date Aug 14th-Aug 18th  
 
Monday:  This weekend our crew went to the weekend site!!  On Saturday there were 4 different 
rec. trips.  Then we all came back by 4 pm and the parents came out.  The parents ate with us and 
then we had the talent show!  All the crews had their own talents and then there were people that 
wanted to show their own talents.  Then we circled up and talked about the previous week.  Then 
went to bed.  –Camille R. 
 
Tuesday:  We are in Klamath National Forest and we are brushing trail and maintaining it.  The 
PCT is the trial we are working on.  We’ve seen 18 hikers within the past two days within the 
week.  The importance of the PCT is it’s the longest trail in the United States of America.  It 
stretches from Mexico to Canada which is long. 
 
Wednesday:  Are goals this week are to wake up earlier, work harder and bust out some sweet 
trail.  I broke a hazel hoe and a pick matic on the trail today without meaning to but it’s chill.  I 
was busting out and dug some sweet trail.  The variety of the hikers on the PCT was abundant.  It 
is clear to the corpsmembers that this section of trail wanders among a wonderfully beautiful 
stretch of forest.  –Pirate Mike 
 
Thursday:  The suns brilliant rays stared down my back as I mechanically persued the creation of 
a trail with the aid of a hazel hoe.  The moisture above my lip swelled as I furiously rocked to and 
fro with the motion of my arms; up down. Again swing up and down.  Beside me stood a fellow 
corpsmember, the position of his body the sun’s sweltering consumes whatever energy I had 
within me.  It was only Noon.  –Amy G. 
 
Friday:  Our challenges this week were illnesses, tiredness and slight crew arguments.  All were 
taken care of in terms necessary so things returned to the norm.  We busted out a good section of 
the PCT in California which we did an awesome job on according to the hikers that passed us!  
We had a rough start on mornings for awhile as well but after encouragement from the others we 
got up in time to begin work early!  As far as busting out on the trail we had some struggles 
climbing up the hills on the morning hikes in and struggles with brushing in the hot sun or 
clearing duff that would fly back into our faces which frustrated us.  We blasted through it all and 
gave hikers of the PCT a pretty darn good piece of trail to be on. 
 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Fremont NF 
Ranger District: Lakeview RD 
Project Name-  Trail Maintenance 
 
Week 4:  Date Aug 21st-Aug 25th 



 
Monday:  This weekend the crews came together on Friday.  We did our normal Friday rituals.  
Then went to bed.  On Saturday we woke up at 7 am and then did our morning chores and circled 
up and got mail and chose the rec. trips that we wanted to go on!  Then we left and came back 
around 4 pm and parents came and had dinner with us.  We also had a fashion show then parents 
left and we went to bed.  –Camille R. 
 
Tuesday:  Our projects is trail maintenance and brushing.  I haven’t been very good.  I think 
because I haven’t been in a very good mood, but I’ve been trying.  We are at the Fremont forest 
again, but on a different trail.  We’re doing trail maintenance and brushing because we want the 
trail to look good for other people.  –Jon O. 
 
Wednesday:  Our goal for the week Is to bust out our trail area quickly and to the best of our 
abilities.  We set our own group goals which include positive attitudes, better work ethic.  We 
want to build better friendships with all group members and respect each others personal space 
and ideas.  We plan to have a blast with each other while we are on trial and off the trail by 
singing, playing music and playing games. –JFK 
 
Thursday:  A hard day of labor begins with a wakeup call.  The sun has not yet risen, our fingers, 
toes and all other digits are numb from the blistering cold.  We shove stale cheerios and oatmeal 
down our throats at a gauging pace.  Then the worst of our day begins.  We are headed into old 
vans as our frozen, groggy bodies strive for rest and warmth.  We are shipped to the worksite.  A 
low humming tune is heard as our tools thud against the hard ground in a spaced row.  But, we 
love it all and are learning to not be so negative.  –Gary M. 
 
Friday:  One of our challenges was cross cutting.  We accomplished it by cutting a lot of knocked 
down trees.  Not able to find the trail in the beginning of the week.  Having a cow come towards 
us down a hill.  Waking up and being ready on time was a challenge.  Having PPG’s on right.  
Pma was a challenge for some of the crew.  Are accomplishments this week is busting out on 
trail.   We started working as a crew.  Working out our problems with each other and being able 
to work it out so we become one whole crew.  Tiffany L. 
 
  
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Bureau of Land Management 
Ranger District: Roseburg BLM 
Project Name-  Roseburg Pruning 
 
Week 5:  Date Aug 25th-Sept. 1st 
 
Monday:  This weekend I went with my crewleader Beth and we went to 
the natural bridge which was created by lava flow.  We also went to an ice 
cream shop and ate lots of ice cream.  We also went swimming in lost 
creek lake.  Yea Billy.  -BP 
 
Tuesday:  The last days of this seasons hard worked session arrive like apples in a wicker 
basket upon your doorstep.  Never has such a time felt so relieving, freeing yet 
bombarding.  Sweet thoughts of our homecoming flutter among the tree tops of our 
weightless day dreams.  However the reality of what man describes as reality of what 
man describes as ticking and tacking consumer such luscious dream excursions. 



 
Wednesday: (Describe your crews goals for the week.)  To prune hard as a team and as 
individuals.  To work hard in general.  To bond with each other and get along with each 
other.  To not get poison oak on our skin.  To eat well and make great dinners for each 
other.  Today we had a candy fairy leaving candy on the trees.  I only got one piece of 
candy.  It was a real fun day in the forest.  Then for lunch there was a shot gun fairy who 
left Pringles chips in the shot gun.  It was a really good lunch.  Today was a fun and 
happy day. –Tiffany L. 
 
Thursday:  This week we learned how to prune a lot of trees and learned how to saw with 
quickness.  We have learned also to love technu and wash thoroughly with it. –Pirate 
Mike 
 
Friday:  Our challenges were good pma and to keep going hard and strong.  We 
accomplished all of our goals we set for this week and nobody quit this whole session and 
everybody is in good spirits.  –Blaine 
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Was the day that I had to become a swamper. –B.P 
 
Was the day that I picked up a lot of big rocks. –Jon 
 
Being back country and downing several liters of iodine water per day.  –Amy G. 
 
Was back country hills walking up and down for four miles.  It was difficult to go up hills 
for me but I did it. –Tifani L 
 
Was when we went back country at Crater Lake. –Camille R. 
 
Was making this experience better than sage walk.  –JFK 
 
My first couple of days here because it wasn’t my choice.  –Rebecca D. 
 
Working hard and building trail with a hurt back was a challenging experience for me. –
GAM 
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Singing on trail, big funs, making an NYC song. –Jon O. 
 
I enjoyed conversing among the rovers and crew leaders about life experiences as well as 
global issues and overall ideas.  Also, listening to Scotty’s sweet rap tunes and meeting 
new people and having contests. –Amy G. 
 



Singing on and off trail, big funs with my crew and getting to know my crew each week.  
T. Lauzon 
 
Singing on trail, meeting cool people and seeing all the beautiful places we work on. –
Camille R. 
 
Singing in the talent show, visiting the Oregon caves and hanging on weekends. JFK 
 
Me and my cousin in the talent show, meeting new people and seeing new places. –
Rebecca D. 
 
Swimming, working, eating.  –GAM 
 
Fun times, talking, eating B. 
 
 
��������
�����

��
�	��� �!�!"����
�
Having fun and getting in better shape. –John O. 
 
The people I met and the times we shared. –Amy G. 
 
Making friends and sharing good times and the past experiences with each other. T. 
Lauzon 
 
The people I meet and the rough things that I went through and accomplished.  –Camille 
R. 
 
The talent show, rec. trips and fun conversations. JFK 
 
Easy…mine and Amy’s blackjack game.  –Rebecca D. 
 
Accomplishing so much at NYC and enjoying myself.  GAM 
 
People I met. BP 
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Remember all the good times I’ve had at NYC. –Jon O. 
 
Appreciate toilet paper. –Amy G. 
 
Appreciate my family and friends and be more positive to myself and everyone else.  
Tiffany L. 
 
Appreciate all the things around me.  –Camille R. 



 
Appreciate so much more in life than just myself.  JFK 
 
Appreciate hard work. Rebecca C. 
 
I have a new found appreciation for the small comforts and liberties of everyday life.  –
GAM 
 
Appreciate nature.  BP 
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What the tools were, self-discipline and how to build trail.  –Jon O. 
 
How to utilize team work in different situations, how to tie the knots as well as (rearing?) 
the essence of toilet paper.  Amy G. 
 
To be more confident in myself, how to be more of a crew member and to be independent 
by myself.  Tiffany L. 
 
What tools to use and when to use them and be cool with going outside to use the 
bathroom. –Camille R. 
 
How to work together as a team, forget differences and how to run a work day.  JFK 
 
What plants make good nature wipe, work in teams and live in a community.  –Rebecca 
D. 
 
How to live in a community of individuals I did not choose to live with. –GAM 
 
How to appreciate nature.  BP 
 


