


 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear NYC Graduates, 
 
It is human nature that as time goes by, memories fade and our perception of history changes.  Tall tales 
grow taller, and in the retelling details are lost and added.  In your hands is a written record of your crew’s 
trials and tribulations during the summer of 2006.  It is testimony of your successes, challenges, 
experiences both good and bad as well as some weird and wacky.  As you sit back in the comfort of your 
home and relive some of those memories I encourage you to add your own notes on how you felt, what you 
saw and what you did. 
 
As you embark on your next adventure, whatever it may be, remember the things you did here.  Remember 
the challenges you faced and that nothing is impossible.  All you need is a fistful of gorp, a PB&J, and 
some good friends.  Make it happen!!! 
 
A few of the amazing things accomplished during the 2006 field season at NYC; over 17 miles of new trail 
constructed, over 328 miles of existing trail maintained, 2,237 drainage structures installed, 3,400 ft. of 
retaining wall built, 1,222 ft. of turnpike constructed, 323 ft. of bridge built, 208 acres of trees pruned, 381 
logs bucked out, and 1,513 acres of noxious weeds eradicated.   
 
Best Wishes, 
 

 
Joe Waksmundski 
NYC Field Director 



 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: OPRD 
Ranger District: Valley of the Rogue SP 
Project Name-  Valley of the Rogue Maintenance  
 
Week 1: Date July 31st-Aug 4th 
 
Monday:  After the crew members said good bye to family and friends we were all introduced to 
our potential crew leaders and separated into our first rotations.  These led by the leaders, were 
the first taste of what we would become accustomed to in the following weeks.  Following 
lessons on pitching white walls and camp cooking, we joined into on of the most loved circles 
and pledged ourselves to the NYC program.  The next morning, we anxiously waited to be placed 
into our crews and of course we were all very happy to be on yellow crew.  Then we were told 
where we would all be headed and set off towards our worksites.  –Emily K. 
 
Tuesday:  Our crew is working on a trail building and trail clearing project.  Were in a fairly 
populated area where every one has been respectful of all the other campers.  We’re working on a 
new trail called the River’s ridge.  We’re staying at the Valley of The Rogue State Park.  –David 
H. 
 
Wednesday:  Yellow crews goals for the week was for starters to keep a positive attitude towards 
work as well as working together as a team and getting as much done as possible.  We have 
talked about working as a family.  We also help each other out as much as possible to make sure 
that we can trust each other.  April 
 



Thursday: This week Yellow crew learned almost everything associated with setting up camp and 
doing chores.  We learned how to tie a (clove) hitch and a (tender) hitch.  We also learned how to 
spread gravel and dig trail and clear black berries.  We are learning how to work consistently and 
functions as a team. –JB W. 
 
Friday:  (Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week.)  Well since it was 
our first week there were a lot of both.  Some challenges were when we got tired we had to keep 
swinging tools.  The black berries were very difficult.  The heat was pretty unbearable.  Staying 
focused at the end of the day.  Opening up to other people that you are not used to.  I think we did 
have a lot of accomplishments.  We have all already developed a very strong relationship that 
will grow bigger and better as we go through these 5 weeks.  We also gradually have gotten 
better at swinging our tools.  We had a lot of fun on the trails.  Every night we made fantastic 
dinners.  –Felicia R. 
 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Rogue River NF 
Ranger District: Ashland RD 
Project Name- Jackson Co. PCT 
 
Week 2: Date Aug. 7th-Aug 11th 
 
Monday:  This weekend we were stationed at Huckleberry mountain.  It was a relief for all of us 
to throw off our dusty work boots, tattered work clothes and kick back and enjoy the beauty of 
nature.  After a much needed shower and stop at the laundry mat we joined all the other crews.  
We found them all in good humor.  Over the course of the weekend we exchanged stories and 
there was much merriment.  The rovers had the privilege of taking out all the crew members.  
Jason the brother from down south ,Tyson with 4 stomachs.  Matt the army man.  Lindsey the 
smiling ray of sunshine.  Two groups went up to Crater Lake.  The view was spectacular, but 
slightly obstructed by the hazy smoke from the wild fire near sisters.  On the way back to camp 
there was an ice-cream stop.  These were no ordinary scoops, but mammoth scoops sure to spoil 
any appetite for dinner.  The other groups had a wonderful time swimming in lost creek lake.  
What adventure!  The rest of the weekend progressed slowly.  By the end we were all energized 
and rearing to go on our next expedition.  Our crew was bound for the pacific crest trail.  Oh and 
our very own Kim Hack won employee of the week!  We’re going to try to keep the iron man 
award in our crew and we’re off to a great start! –Kim H. 
 
Tuesday:  This week yellow crew is stationed at Mt. Ashland, working on that section of 
the pacific crest trail.  Over the years, parts of the trail had become overgrown with 
wildflowers and saplings that had to be removed to create a more walkable trail.  
Accumulated duff also had to be removed from the trial and a more defined cutback  had 
to be dug in.  Along the trail we also met a plethora of hikers from all over the world, 
most of which constantly thanked us for fixing the trail for them.  –Emily K. 
 
Wednesday:  We worked hard as a crew today, finishing a large section of the trail.  Our 
goals are to finish the trail projects we were assigned without any injuries.  Considering 
the swarms of bees that love us so, I would probably be a feast.  As for finishing our 
project, if we move tomorrow like we did today we have a shot.  Belatedly, our other goal 
was to win golden skillet.  Since Scotty was on a tight schedule we didn’t have time to 



make him our awesome turkey dinner, which we are now having tonight.  Oh well.  His 
loss. –Emily B. 
 
Thursday:  I believe that our crew learned how to come into the motion of the NYC 
schedule.  It seems that this week we have come to mesh with NYC as a job rather than 
priority.  We have also learned much about each other through our personal histories.  As 
far as our educational time we’ve learned about different types of rocks as well as 
learning about different eco systems and clouds. 
-Galen B. 
 
Friday:  This week was our second week on the trail and so the whole crew was finally 
getting used to trail work so the days seemed to go faster and that in itself was an 
accomplishment.  Some of our challenges were to integrate a new member into our crew 
and make her feel welcome.  We also seemed to have trouble with organization this week 
in that we almost lost two tools, but they were found so that could be considered an 
accomplishment.  We also had a bit of trouble cooking food meals.  We successfully 
made a delicious turkey dinner which was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  Our biggest 
accomplishment of all is that we’re all getting along like a big slightly dysfunctional 
family. 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Rogue River NF 
Ranger District: Ashland RD 
Project Name-    PCT Maintenance 
 
Week 3:  Date Aug 14th-Aug 18th 
 
Monday:  This weekend went by really fast, the biggest events being of course the loved showers 
and parent day.  On Saturday, parents who could make it showed up at the crew’s weekend site.  
Each crew did their own special talent show for the parents coming up with a group act.  Needless 
to say, yellow rocked the camp and dominated the show with our awesome Hoe down dance.  We 
started pulling the people out of the crowd like crazy to dance, but a lot of them joined the action 
all on their own.  The weekend felt too short, but good things always do.  –Emily R. 
 
Tuesday:  Our project this week is working on the PCT again.  The same thing as last week.  Our 
job is to manage the trail and push off brush as well as building new tread and making the trail 
wider for the hikers to see the actual trail.  We make sure it is at least 2 ft. wide and that there is 
nothing in the way of the trail.  –April S. 
 
Wednesday:  Today was super hump day-no ordinary middle of the week no this was the middle 
of the session!  If we could overcome this day we were most definitely completing the 5 weeks.  
Our day started out blissful enough walking to work in a cloud.  The air was fresh and 
welcoming.  The sun shone slightly through the clouds and the wild flowers bloomed in every 
color of the rainbow with such an innocent beginning of the day no one expected what lay ahead.  
Our own crew leader fell to the evils of sickness…But through the course of many cat holes a bit 
of food in her belly she managed to finish the day.  Danae and Gaylen were both stung by bees.  
They each received a nasty sting, but after medication recovered.  Much of the rest of the crew 
was weighed down with sickness and low moral.  The day toiled on when we reached “home” we 
were greeted by an unexpected elderly couple their smiles were encouraging.  JB (last week’s 
mighty employee of the week) brought out the fruit loops.  After a very late breakfast we felt 



much perkier and proceeded to do our chores with gusto.  We survived hump day and now the 
rest is down hill!  And it appears that our goal of the whole entire yellow crew is completing this 
session is in reach! –Kim H. 
 
Thursday:  This week we learned much about volcanoes and conserving our resources.  We also 
learned how to work as a group with our newest attachment, Emily.  We have covered quite a bit 
of trail this week, I would estimate about 3 and a half miles this far, however I believe we could 
still work faster.  Besides that it’s just another week.  On to the foruth excelsior!  -Galen B. 
 
Friday:  Our challenges were to work effectively and not stopping and talking.  I believe our 
accomplishment was that we worked well without a rover. –Apollo C. 
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Klamath NF 
Ranger District: Scott River RD 
Project Name- Siskiyou Crest PCT  
 
Week 4:  Date Aug 21st-Aug 25th 
 
Monday:  Well this weekend was pretty exciting it was the end of week 3 which means we are 
done with the majority of the session!  As well our site was very accommodating with a screen 
creek and our very own on site water!  We also had chances to go on great rec. trips and group 
adventures to it’s a burl (woodworking), cave tours and the redwoods.  Yellow crew also won 
worker of the week 3x in a row and the Golden skillet. Yeaaaaaaaaaaa –Galen B. 
 
Tuesday:  This week we are working on the PCT again which is such a priviledge.  We are doing 
trail maintenance by Happy Camp.  This morning when we were hiking in to work the sun was 
red because of all the fires in California.  We are close to Yreka and doing a lot of brushing. –
Felicia R. 
 
Wednesday:  Due to our “close” proximity to Blue crew, one of our goals has been to meet them 
while working on the Pacific Crest Trail.  However, our dreams were crushed when Scotty told us 
they were 40 miles away.  Even so, our hopes were rekindled when a hiker said they were a mere 
16 miles away.  We also hope to end our last two weeks on the PCT strong, as by the end we will 
have worked on it for four weeks.  –Emily K. 
 
Thursday:  We learned that the PCT is a ridiculously long trail stretching from Mexico clear up to 
Canada.  That’s why yet again we are on it.  Working with a vengeance for the 4th week then the 
final week.  In other news on Tuesday we mattered how to build Cairns.  They are massive rock 
structures that help alert hikers to the location of the trail during heavy snow or when there is a 
lack of vegetation.  Anyways, to build these markers we must first scout out eligible rocks then 
proceed to free them from their homes.  Afterwards we haul our prized rocks back to the prime 
location for Cairns.  Through this strenuous work our arms grew stronger, our backs sorer (yes 
even with the proper lifting technique,) and our crew pride rocketed.  Sue helped us envision our 
rock structure and it was then strategically built.  Thousands of years from now other humans will 
happen upon our Cairns and marvel at it’s beauty.  
 
Friday:  This week the crew had challenges.  These challenges included but were not limited to: 
bee stings, anaphylactic shock, hanging in the woods, finding the best nature wipe, dealing with 
iodine farts and making disgusting delicious.  However as is the case in most situations with these 
challenges came accomplishments up the wazoo.  Some of these were; seeing Bigfoot, digging 



beautiful trail and getting along really well.  We hope to have similarly splendid experiences in 
the weeks to come. 
 
  
 
National Forest or area that the work took place: Klamath National Forest 
Ranger District: Scott River RD 
Project Name- Siskiyou Crest PCT 
 
Week 5:  Date Aug 25th-Sep 1st 
 
Monday:  Since we did not meet up with the other crews at a weekend site, 
for our Saturday rec. trip we made a store stop and spent the afternoon at a 
lake in Ashland.  Yellow crew entertained itself by swimming, playing 
soccer, reading and sunbathing.  Due to our lack of a weekend site, we also 
had a Sunday that was not to be spent driving to a new location.  Therefore 
we simply drove to another part of the PCT where we stayed for a leisurely 
2 hours.  –Emily K. 
 
Tuesday:  This week just as the last 3, we are working on the PCT.  Now 
we are in California.  We are doing trail maintenance to make it easier for 
the hikers.  –Apollo C. 
 
Wednesday:  Our crew’s goals for the week were to meet up with blue 
crew, because they were so close.  Which didn’t really work out too well.  
We also tried to stay positive during the last week  and help it go by a little 
faster and easier.  Our crew planned on pushing ourselves the last week 
and got a lot done in the week we had to do so.  –April S. 
 
Thursday:  What we learned is it’s hard to track a group of our fellow crew 
members and it’s hard to boss them around when they know you.  I 
learned about the PCT and the crew has talked to hikers.  –David H. 
 
Friday:  Some challenges were making it through this week successfully.  
On the last day we had to finish a long stretch of trail and the only way to 
get through it was to kick major butt and we did.  Time efficiency on 
Thursday and Friday.  We got it done very well.  We accomplished a lot 
and we had a fair amount of challenges.  Felix R. 
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My most challenging day at NYC was the third day of the first week.  That day I truly 
began to break down and lose faith in my ability to complete the program.  However, I 
did finish that day somehow and now I will be here to finish NYC. –Emily K. 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was when I had to go to work the day after hurting my 
knee while walking pigeon toed with a few other crew members on yellow crew.  I 



accidentaly popped my knee out of place and it hurt for about a week afterwards.  –April 
S. 
 
My most challenging day was the very first day.  We were expected to load up barrel 
loads of gravel and disperse it across the dirt trial.  Never having blue collar worked it for 
8 hours before it proved quite tough.  However, when I was able to survive the day I was 
ensured that I would survive the next 5 weeks come what may. –Kim H. 
 
My most challenging day was the first day of L.O.D  -David H 
 
The first day at NYC was my hardest.  I came in a week late, but made it on Friday to the 
first weekend site.  It was just really difficult to switch environments so drastically.  –
Emily R. 
 
Working While being sick on the trail.  –Apollo C. 
 
The 3rd day of the first week, I didn’t want to be here and I had 4 weeks and 2 more days.  
–Galen B. 
 
My most challenging day was the very first day of work which seemed to drag on for 
years and years when the day was finally over I thought I’d die. (JB W.) 
 
The hardest day for me was the second day of work because the first day is always very 
hard but then the second day you are very sore and getting up in the morning is very hard 
and you are very stiff.  –Felicia R. 
 
My most challenging day was the second day of the first week.  I was very tired and I 
really worked to be in France. 
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The hoe-down we went to as a crew the first week.  Going to California for the first time 
on a rec. trip the Redwoods.  Making it past hump day and knowing that I would 
complete NYC. –Emily K. 
 
The hoe down our crew went to during the first week where Kim and I got up out of the 
crowd and danced with a couple cute old ladies.  The second day of the first week after 
the first day of working with a lot of gravel we finally got to do blackberries for awhile 
and it was a nice change.  The first weekend site was very fun and hanging out with all of 
the people we met at orientation. –April S. 
 
When we had 3 guests for dinner, Sue and Yan from the forest service and the 
“paparotzi” a PTC hiker.  The hoe-down (same as April) those ladies were adorable.  
Making Cairns though it proved difficult.  –Kim H. 
 



My 3 fav. experiences are meeting the people at the weekend sites, getting to know my 
crazy crew members and building the best trail I’ve ever done.  It was like Apollo trail 
master.  –Emily R. 
 
When we had no rover; wishes and wonders under the stars; talking about future plans 
with fellow corps members. –Apollo C. 
 
Talking to people (hikers) on the trail; the amazing views, either the stars or vistas; 
having decent conversation with people I normally cannot stand.  –Galen 
 
Annihilating black berries; creating backing on the PCT; going to the hoe down; “I wish 
and I wonder”; beautiful stars;  -JB W. 
 
My favorite NYC experience was most definitely working on the trail even though the 
days were long and tiring.  Singing along with every one was so much fun. –Felix 
 
The leader of the day.  The first day of work. –David H. 
 
Shows in the week end sites; the Saturday circle after the week 4, the personal histories.  
Yves. 
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I will always remember the people on my crews and though there was (dreams?) aplenty, 
we still felt like a family nonetheless. –Emily K. 
 
I will always remember the people I have come to treat as family and learn to love.  I will 
always remember the things that happened here and my crew that I will never forget. –
April S. 
 
I will always remember what a “good trail” looks like also my colorful crew and all their 
unique takes on life.  –Kim H 
 
The conversations I shared with my fellow corps members. –Apollo C. 
 
Today the second to last day, tomorrow the end, I made it.  –Galen B. 
 
I will always remember I wish, I wonder. –JB W. 
 
I will always remember my crew mates and all of the best conversations we’ve had.  We 
won’t see each other again but we’ll never forget. –Emily R. 
 
I will always remember the people I have met at NYC.  All the singing of songs is of 
course unforgettable.  The leader Kelly who was very supportive and just all around great 



and fantastic.  I made great friends April, Apollo, David, Nick, Bralin, David and others. 
–Felix R. 
 
I will always remember I lasted five weeks in the woods without music.  That I like all 
the time around me. –David H. 
 
I will always remember some people I met at NYC.  I made very good friends.  –Yves. 
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Look at trails with eyes that know all the hard work that went into them, housing worked 
on such trails personally.  –Emily K. 
 
I will always see a trail and think of it as if it needs fixed.  As well as never thinking of 
PB and J the same.  –April S. 
 
I will always respect trails because I know how much work it takes!  I will never again 
take for granted showers, warm beds and toilet paper.  I will also enjoy cooking even for 
tons of people! –Kim H. 
 
I will always appreciate the luxuries of home and remember the spoilers of a good crew.  
–Apollo C. 
 
Think twice before applying to a job online.  Galen B. 
 
Do the “rock lock” appreciated down home. –JB W 
 
I will always be true to myself and my goals.  I’ve said this already but this is the change 
that happened in me.  I’ve stopped worrying about what others think but I’m always 
curious to know.  –Emily 
 
Remember the people and the songs that were sung on the trail and also I went with out 
tons of stuff that I would normally need. –Felix R. 
 
I will always remember that I got along with everyone for the most part.  –David H. 
 
Now I know how I love my comfortable bedroom. -Yves 
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As we all did, how to dig trail, That I can get along with more types of people than I 
thought; that first impressions can be drastically changed. –Emily K. 
 
I learned how to dig cool trail and sing some pretty awesome songs; I learned to get along 
with every type of person while working and figuring out your problems; I learned to live 



without toilet paper and you really learn the necessary things you actually need.  –April 
S. 
 
How to maintain trail, brushing, treadwork, drainage etc; survive without a daily shower; 
work continuously for 8+ hours and love it.!  -Kim H. 
 
To further appreciate things at home we don’t have here; leadership skills; 
communication. –Apollo C. 
 
At NYC I learned to work hard, to remember to be true to myself and my own goals, 
don’t worry what anyone things, you’ll find people who understand without even trying if 
you do.  –Emily R. 
 
How to deal and live with people I don’t know; how to turn discomfort into strength; I 
have no problems working. –Galen B. 
 
How to work hard; how to deal with people for 5 weeks; how to do trail maintenance.  JB 
W. 
 
I have learned so much at my second year at NYC.  I think I have worked so much harder 
than I did last year.  I have learned to deal with people who I would prefer not to deal.  I 
learned how to have fun in stressful and hard situations.  I have also learned a lot about 
the PCT.  –Felix 
 
How to build latrines and how hard the crew leaders have it. –David H. 
 
I learned how to live for 5 weeks with people I don’t know; My limits; I really improved 
my English. -Yves 
 


