


 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear NYC Graduates, 
 
It is human nature that as time goes by, memories fade and our perception of history changes.  Tall tales 
grow taller, and in the retelling details are lost and added.  In your hands is a written record of your crew’s 
trials and tribulations during the summer of 2006.  It is testimony of your successes, challenges, 
experiences both good and bad as well as some weird and wacky.  As you sit back in the comfort of your 
home and relive some of those memories I encourage you to add your own notes on how you felt, what you 
saw and what you did. 
 
As you embark on your next adventure, whatever it may be, remember the things you did here.  Remember 
the challenges you faced and that nothing is impossible.  All you need is a fistful of gorp, a PB&J, and 
some good friends.  Make it happen!!! 
 
A few of the amazing things accomplished during the 2006 field season at NYC; over 17 miles of new trail 
constructed, over 328 miles of existing trail maintained, 2,237 drainage structures installed, 3,400 ft. of 
retaining wall built, 1,222 ft. of turnpike constructed, 323 ft. of bridge built, 208 acres of trees pruned, 381 
logs bucked out, and 1,513 acres of noxious weeds eradicated.   
 
Best Wishes, 
 

 
Joe Waksmundski 
NYC Field Director 



 
 
Willamette National Forest 
Ranger District: Detroit 
Project Name-  Blowout Trail Construction 
 
Week 1: Date July 24th-July 28th 
 
Monday:  Today was our first day of work but the amount of work was 
incredible.  Everyone did there share and everyone in put there opinion 
and everyone listened.  No one complained about what they were told to 
do.  They just jumped up and did what they were told.  Today was 
awesome.  –Sean F. 
 
Tuesday:  We worked building the trial today.  I found it difficult because 
the trail had to be 5 feet and the inclined part didn’t have enough dirt.  
Everyone who finished any part of the trial helped out other people.  The 
trial is starting to shape up and look really Good.  Everyone works together 
and helps out.  I think that this crew will be more good together.  –Peter B. 
 
Wednesday:  This morning Clare, Mimi and I woke up a half hour elary to 
make all the guyz French toast.  It was actually good.  We then got to our 
safety circle 5 min. early again.  We got to quit work 5 min early.  It was 
awesome!  At work Claire and I attacked the biggest rock ever, then Kyle 
helped along with Collen, then we got Chris to come help us.  It was fun 
stuff.  Hard but fun.  We didn’t get it to yet but it will be out by 



tomorrow’s lunch, (hopefully.)  After work we got back and were “really” 
“excited” about SEED but Mad gave us a crazy surprise!  Swimming!  
Thanks Mad! 
 
Thursday:  Our crew learned many things this week.  For example, that 
chubby brown kid can’t make Pizza!  But seriously, I’m positive everyone 
learned at least one new thing this week, whether it was how to sharpen 
tools, remove large rocks/roots from a trail or a corps members personal 
history.  I really don’t want to write anymore so that’s all the information 
I’m giving at this time.  Go dig up a rock or something.  Never mind, it 
appears I have more to write (thanks to Mad) so we also learned how to 
prepare certain meals, how to speak some Setswana and how to control our 
anger.  Now that all the space is used up I’m finished. Ha! -Kyle 
 
  
Wilamette National Forest 
Ranger District: Middle Fork RD 
Project Name-  Eugene –Crest Trail  High Divide 
 
Week 2: Date July 31st-Aug. 4th 
Sunday:  Today, when we woke up, we packed up our luggage from the weekend site, we 
played a few games, and then learned where we were going.  We have a new rover 
named Joe, also.  Awards such as the pig, the giraffe, the golden spatula and the safety 
pup were awarded.  We left the weekend site and arrived at a nice campsite with a lake.  
Joe prepared a SEED about he rock cycle.  Everyone is now working on their chores.  –
Dion M 
 
Monday:  This week we are maintaining a trail which connects Eugene to the Pacific 
Crest Trail.  We are in the mountains, our camp is located right beside a decent sized 
pond, with lots of mosquito’s.  The trail we are maintaining hasn’t been worked on for a 
while, so there is lots of lopping, sawing and hoeing for us to do.  Jess came and helped 
us, and hurried us along.  We maintained 1,300 feet of trail today, with a goal of 2,000 ft. 
tomorrow.  –Mimi C 
 
Tuesday:  Today, we were tying down a trail and got about half a mile.  I was using the 
saw and I was cranking it out.  Then we had shotgun.  The sandwiches kind of tasted like 
gas.  I finished mine cause I was really hungry. After that we weren’t back to work and 
we got really far.  Then I hurt my thumb so I had to switch to loppers.  At the end of the 
day, we had 20 minutes of furry.  Me and Mimi were lopping together and we found a 
bee’s nest in the ground.  Mad called tool count and we stacked the tools in the mountains 
cause nobody wanted to carry them back.  We were all stinky and tired.  When we got 
back to camp most of us went swimming.  Eric made a raft.  I tried to go swimming but I 
couldn’t cause my thumb was cut and I couldn’t get it wet.  Then we did SEED and we 
were talking about Botic and Abiotic and I found out a cool noise by shooting sticks from 
my fingers.  At last we ate dinner and it was good and now we are playing a game in 
about 3 to 5 minutes. –Christopher P. 
 



Wednesday:  Today was “crazy surprise day” We were served pancakes in bed.  Plus we 
were woken u p like 45 minutes later than usual, which everybody was psyched about.  
We worked a 6 hour day today but we got 3,100 feet of trail done.  It was hard work and 
it kinda sucked.  But Joe and Mad urged us along.  Another surprise was we didn’t have 
an after work SEED so most of us just swam extra long.  All in all it was a hard, Fun day.  
Now we are making dinner and hoping there won’t be a SEED afterwards.  Oh yeah, we 
also Had a rally good surprise lunch that made me extra happy! –Clare 
 
Thursday:  Dear Journal,  I am Blue crew member Eric G.  Today I had breakfast and I 
made cereal.  We got lost for a little bit before work.  Mad our crew leader went ahead to 
find the trail and she broke her pinky.  We went to the clinic to fix her finger.  She tried 
to work with the hurt hand but we tried to stop her but she worked for a little bit.  We 
worked for six hours today.  After everything I had a good day.   
 
 
 
Northbank Ranch 
Roseburg Bureau of Land Management 
Project Name-   North Bank Noxious Weed 
 
Week 3:  Date Aug. 7th-Aug. 11th 
 
Sunday:  This morning we woke and packed up our tents and coolers and such into the trailers 
and then learned where we were going for the week.  I was really sad to leave my friends from 
the other crews but anxious to see our new camp site.  So we drove about two hours a little past 
Sutherlin to this big grass space right next to a river.  We swam in it after camp was set up.  We 
learned that this week we will be lopping blackberry bushes.  –Claire 
 
Monday:  Dear Journal my name is Eric G.  We had our first day at our new work site.  We 
lopped black berry’s all day.  We had to look out for poison oak.  It started to rain and thunder.  
So we went back to camp and went swimming then we had SEED.  Now we are having chores.  
Good day to you journal 
 
Tuesday:  Today was our 2nd day of work.  It was hard and hot but we did it.  Our contact lady 
came and told us we were doing a great job.  Nothing exciting happened today.  We played games 
and did riddles so it made the day go by somewhat faster.  Shotgun was crazy we only had 
cookies, which got eaten at break so we only had sandwiches.  Some people didn’t get a sandwich 
so when we got back to camp everyone pigged on GORP, crackers and peanut butter and then we 
went swimming.  Oh yeah!  Mad needs sun.  LOL I love u Mad. 
 
Wednesday:  Well, this week, we’ve had a very difficult job.  This week we’ve learned a lot.  
There are some very important angles you must learn to be an efficient blackberry lopper.  It’s 
frustrating at first, as it takes a while to master the positions.  There is the most basic position, 
loppers straight out in front, parallel to the ground.  The over the head angle is very awkward, yet 
extremely useful, especially on the large and intimidating bushes.  There are very difficult 
positions.  Like the under the log lop and the hand stand leg lop.  These are very useful when 
lopping in tight corners.  Crazy!  -Mimi (actually Kyle wrote this.) 
 



Thursday:  This morning was still part of crazy surprise day.  So we got to sleep in thirty minutes 
later.  So I woke up ten minutes after I was supposed to.  We had some really good pancakes this 
morning.  So we drove to our destination and realized that we forgot shotgun.  Mad and Clare 
drove back to our campsite to get our shotgun.  As they were doing that the rest of the crew was 
looking for Joe’s watch.  We didn’t find it yet and they came back with the shotgun.  Then we 
had our safety circle.  We did a stretch that Mimi introduced to us a couple of days ago called 
lady shark.  My favorite dance is the beaver dance.  My favorite stretch is the V.  On our way to 
the black berries we found Joe’s watch.  We were chomping on blackberries and we had break.  I 
had a hummus sandwich and I thought is was gross.  We chomped on more blackberries, 
destroyed some tunnels and had lunch.  I didn’t get a sandwich so I had a lunch of gorp.  Break 
was over and we finished about 3 or 4 bushes and then it was tool count.  –Christopher P. 
 
 
 Eugene Bureau of Land Management 
Ranger District 
Project Name-  Whittaker Creek Bridge Approach  
 
Week 4:  Date Aug 14th-Aug 18th 
 
Sunday:  Well we got to camp safely, we had no brake or trailer lights so that was a safety issue.  
Camp is awesome!  We actually have toilets. (vault toilets.)  Our campsite is big and were only an 
hour away from the coast.  We found crawdads in our campsite.  They were already cooks so we 
had fun scaring Mimi with them.  We thought we had running water in our campsite but it doesn’t 
work so we have to load all the 5 gallons and the yellow tops into a wheelbarrow and walk 
somewhere to get eater.  –Emmi 
 
Monday:  Today I got up at 5:45 am to make pancakes for breakfast.  We had safety circle and 
hike to our workplace.  Jessica met us at our workplace about 9:00 AM.  We had break early 
because we started work early.  After that we continued doing trail maintenance for our project.  
Madeline our crew leader had to go to the doctor’s office in the afternoon but Jessica made up her 
hours.  After work, Colin gave a SEED about shelters and Eric and Emmi won the competition.  
Right now everyone is doing chores and Mad should be back very soon.  –Dion M. 
 
Tuesday:  My week is going great.  It’s the 4th week and I’m just loving it.  Work is right behind 
camp so it’s easy to get to.  We did a lot of brushing today and it was fun.  I also made breakfast.  
Today has gone really well.  So has the rest of the week.  I can’t wait to go home.  All though I 
will miss all my friends.  I’ll just add them to my space.  I’ll also miss digging trails and lopping 
black berries.  –Josh B. 
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The first day at the new work site.  –Eric G. 
 
Getting up in the mornings and keep working.  –Emmi 
 
Getting up and going to sleep.  –Chris P. 
 



The very first work day.  –Dion M. 
 
Today it was really hard to wait.  Peter B. 
 
This last day with my crew.  –Clare L. 
 
The first day because I dind’t know what to expect.  –Sean F. 
 
The last day it went way to slow.  –Josh B. 
 
The last Monday was the hardest because I was homesick and it seemed to drag on. 
 
Anyday I worked alone. –Kyle D. 
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Working with others, cooking with others and hanging out with new people.  –Eric G. 
 
Cooking dinner and making shotgun; meeting new people and realizing how fun work 
can be.  –Emmi 
 
Working hard, having fun and laughing with my crew.  –Clare L 
 
Working hard and having fun doing it, always laughing with the others, having everyone 
like me.  Sean F. 
 
Finishing the last work day; going to Crater Lake and going to my first work site.  –Dion 
M. 
 
Rec. Trips, My crew, making friends.  –Peter B. 
 
Having fun; making friends and using tools properly. 
 
��������
�����

��
�	��� �!�!"����
�
Laughing at the dinner, SEED or at anytime 
 
Making new friends.  –Dion M. 
 
Always wear your ppg at work.  –Eric G. 
 
My friends –Peter B. 
 
Having fun and laughing hard.  –Clare L. 
 
How to get along with other people.  –Christopher P. 



 
My friends.  –Kyle D. 
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Talk to new people.  –Eric G. 
 
Volunteer first and to be a leader. 
 
Shower everyday.  –Peter B. 
 
Work to my fullest potential.  –Clare L. 
 
Work Hard.  –Christopher P. 
 
Shower everyday.  –Sean F. 
 
Work my full esp.  –Jsoh B. 
 
Try new things.  –Deon 
 
Appreciate showers.  –Kyle D. 
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How to make trails; I learned what PPG; How to use certain tools.  –Eric G. 
 
To be a leader.  –Emmi 
 
How to work hard; how to cooperate and how to prepare before dinners.  –Dion M. 
 
How to do trails; how to cook for 12 and how to get along.  –Clare L 
 
 
How to lead, work hard and make friends. 
 
How to dig a drainage dip; how to help others as a leader and how to work even harder. 
 
To take showers once a week is extremely nasty.  –Josh B. 
 
I love showers.  –Kyle D. 
 


