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Dear NYC Graduates,

It is human nature that as time goes by, memoaids &nd our perception of history changes. Tigsta
grow taller, and in the retelling details are lastl added. In your hands is a written record of ywew's
trials and tribulations during the summer of 2006is testimony of your successes, challenges,
experiences both good and bad as well as some amitdvacky. As you sit back in the comfort of your
home and relive some of those memories | encoyrageo add your own notes on how you felt, what you
saw and what you did.

As you embark on your next adventure, whateveray tme, remember the things you did here. Remember
the challenges you faced and that nothing is imiptessAll you need is a fistful of gorp, a PB&hd
some good friends. Make it happen!!!

A few of the amazing things accomplished during2B86 field season at NYC; over 17 miles of new tra
constructed, over 328 miles of existing trail mained, 2,237 drainage structures installed, 3,408f f
retaining wall built, 1,222 ft. of turnpike constited, 323 ft. of bridge built, 208 acres of treesned, 381
logs bucked out, and 1,513 acres of noxious weesticated.

Best Wishes,

Joe Waksmundski
NYC Field Director



National Forest or area that the work took place: Marion County
Ranger District
Project Name- Aumsville

Week 1: Date July 3%Aug 4"

Sunday: Positive First impression of the crew: A majpiif the other people have done this
before, so | know they’ll be positive hard workeEverybody seems really nice, friendly and
willing to be friends with the rest of the crew.tdok awhile to get to know some of the quieter
people, but | can tell already that they will wérdrd and make for some awesome friends. Our
crew leaders are very friendly and energetic, wiighonly enhance the experience and make it
that much more enjoyable! -Chloe S.

Monday: This weekend we oriented with other people in B/And had some big fun. Sunday
morning we found out what crews we were in. Altiyellow crew! Afterwards we packed up
and headed down the road. Our crew will be speitiiea week in Aumsville building retaining
walls and an entire bridge. —Mike J.

Tuesday: This week we are building a bridge in Aumsvill@urrently we are working on
building a bridge and creating a sort of rock raangboth sides for the other. These ramps and
the bridge we are helping construct will allow ex@Te to enjoy the park in Aumsville. —Jaunita

Wednesday:Kristian’s set goals for today are to make a raowgards the first bridge on both
ends. The first side is finished, but some trodiale been added to the furthest end with the rock
wall. Another goal set by Kristian was to makelsole bridge from scratch and then an
approach on either side. So far most of the brigidimished though more problems were crossed



and they will be over come hopefully tomorrow. Tdrew is awesome and worked extremely
hard today and should keep up the good work. —Aaro

Thursday: Our crew learned how to do rock work for the ged | was surprised how many
returners didn’t know how to do rock work. Partloé crew learned how to do the bridge work
on the south bridge, too. | think this crew is stvend everybody is nice and works hard. This
will be a good session. —Kenny D.

Friday: Oh lay oh lay oh lay oh lay. Oye oye. —Sean P.

National Forest or area that the work took place: M. Baker Snoqualmie
Ranger District: Skykomish
Project Name- Iron Goat Trail

Week 2: Date: Aug"#Aug 11"

Sunday: (If you had to pick a theme song for yourself wvauld it be? Explain: | would
choose I've been workin on the railroad.” Becaligebeen actually working on an old railroad
site, plus | like trains. —Jaunita F.

Monday: If you had to have a hero (who was not your fgjmtho would it be? If | had a hero it
would have to be Jet LI. Liis my hero becausatmastial art skills are amazing compared to any
other person, except Bruce Lee of course. He becaane of a hero for some reason when he
died during his nearest movie, but all of his mewiere awesome, none the less, | wish he could
have made it through this accident, unfortunatelglied only about an hour after the injury from
what I've heard. —Aaron

TuesdayWhat is the cutest thing you've see this week evtishing out leftovers | noticed a gap
in the circle. Someone was missing. It was Adrioimg behind a tree with his hoody over his
head looking almost scandalous. He was spottedjiaed all the leftovers DOH he ate with the
serving spoon sulking.

Wednesday:My most embarrassing moment or best childhood angmMy best childhood
memory is when | was 6. | was riding my bluedittficycle and I rolled over onto my back and
back onto the wheels and kept on riding. —Thomas

Thursday: What super hero do you most identify with? &asguy....because he sees no
difference in anybody and everybody get who thesedee. Or maybe homeless guy, because he
never has to count to anything. Actually is redtig flash. Because hes so unknown and
underestimated. —Joe D.

Friday: Wind flys by over a steep rocky cliff and | anlliray down it. Written by Kyle A. and
Juanita F.

National Forest or area that the work took place: M. Baker/ Snoqualmie
Ranger District: Skykomish
Project Name- Iron Goat Trail



Week 3: Date Aug 4Aug 18"

Monday: (Lesson you've learned over the years that cgpelseed on.) Don't procrastinate.
Once you do it, it's really hard to get out of tie. Being responsible and completing tasks in a
timely manner is an important life skill. Therea@o many benefits to being responsible and
none for procrastination. —Chloe

Tuesday: Sunrise or Sunset? Why? Sunrise for a few reas®he sunrise brings a new day, a
new opportunity each day to start over and liveplilgp It awakens the world and encourages it
to thrive to it’s fullest potential. It brings wath and joy after a cold night. The sunrise is the
bringer of opportunity and success. —Sean P.

Wednesday:Where do you see yourself in ten years? | sesethlyving happily married with
Children and perhaps becoming well know for musid,| don’t know if | want the fame of a
celebrity or not. | will probably be working oncareer or something so | don’t have financial
problems later in life. | believe I will be happyten years form now. —Kenny D.

Thursday: If you had to change one something about youveedft would it be and why? |
would like to have more confidence. —Thomas

Friday: What did you like best about your last 2 weekthmbackcountry? Worst? What | like
most about the last 2 weeks is the feeling of fsatiion | got every time | went to work. | love
pushing myself to new challenges and | felt saestvith my work overall, at moments, or some
days | know | could have improved but for my firgtot my last) time. | thought | pushed myself
well. | loved the area of which we were in. Itsa@eautiful waking up every morning and going
to bed every night. The site that | saw took msalin away. These past two weeks made me see
much clearer at things in my personal life thaar enake better. | do believe that I'm coming
away from Mt. Baker with a more positive outlooklda. Most of all | loved the leaders and
crew members, getting to know everyone was my fs/part coming to Mt. Baker not really
knowing any of them and now | feel close to alttedm and | don’t think I'll very have better
leaders in my entire life. Honestly they are thestb | love you all!!

National Forest or area that the work took place: M. Baker/Snoqualmie
Ranger District: Snoqualmie
Project Name- Bear Gap-PCT

Week 4: Date Aug Z%Aug 25"

Monday: If you had to be a tree what kind would you HePwas a tree | would be a “purple
heart.” Only because it is so unique from all otha that it has purple mark in the middle. —
That Crazy Guy Joe

Tuesday: What would be your dream job. | don’t really baane dream job that I'd like to do.
Three of my dream jobs that would correspond tt edleer would have to be; drawing, writing
and game designing. I'd like to be an artist beedlam good at it and it is rewarding to be a
writer for about the same reasons. Last of albuld like to be a game designer because | like to
play video games and | want to make one on my owkaron



Wednesday:What does the fog/mist over the lake and thrabghrees remind you of? The fog
over and through the trees and lake reminds mecofepy movie. Looking out at the lake now |
imagine a ghost ship passing by. | hope | donviehanightmare tonight. —Mike J.

Thursday: All the worlds a stage and you are purely a playlease describe your
interpretation. | am behind the scenes. | haigst and help things go smoothly. Many don’t
see me or know what | do but | know that | play payt on the “stage” -Sean P.

Friday: Things NYC has made you hate. (for example | hate time, questions PB & J
rules....you cannot steal my answers.) Expensiv@gthifast food even though | never really did
NYC has made me hate it more. —Inez F.

National Forest or area that the work took place: M. Baker-Snoqualmie
Ranger District: Snoqualmie
Project Name- PCT-Bear Gap

Week 5: Date Aug 28Sept f

Monday: If you had to be a lawyer a stay-home parentteaaher what
would you be? | would be a teacher. | think ediocas one of the most
valuable things to posses and being able to giverstthat necessity
would make me feel very useful in the world. Taward of teaching
other would make me love my career. —Sean P.

Tuesday: Please write a Haiku
We all worked hard all day long
We swam after work

Now I'd like to go to bed

Wednesday:What does it mean to be independent. | thinkpehdence
means that you know how to take care of yoursdkliait the help of
others and it can also be a part of solitude. elyl

Thursday: If you could change one thing about yourself wiiatild it be?
| would have excellent balance because then | wouldll and | would
have less bruises and wouldn’t cause people taftenme. It sucks filing
a heavy pack. —Juanita

Friday: What are you thing right now in that seat on ths after 5 weeks
in the woods? Right now I'm thinking about all tipeeat friends I've
made in a months time, I'll miss the good timesn d&lso contemplating
about the upcoming school year and the goals |mowe set for myself. -
Mike

My most challenging day this session was the fiest of our last project. We hiked
seven miles overall and it was very difficult toekethe crew motivated and productive.
—Sean P.



My most challenging day was when | had to confragtcrew about our poor work ethic
and quality of what they did. I really hate haviogoe negative. —Joe D.

My most challenging day was when | had to be leafléne day, because that day was
rather bad weather and everyone was depressed\aad hard to keep up PMA. —
Kenny D.

My most challenging day was my second attemptaaitde of the day. | was feeling blue
and didn’t feel that | did everything | could to keasure our crew was doing great and
enjoying the day. —Mike J.

The second week | had to hike and had an asthiaekatt wanted to give up, but that’s
all 1 used to do was give up. | remember that awakallenging mental moment and |
can't believe | overcame it. —Inez F.

My most challenging day at NYC was Monday of wesk.t We had to build new trial
on a steep hill and | was afraid of rolling dowse thill, but | got over it and it turned out
to be pretty fun. —Jaunita F.

My most challenging day was the hike in on the flouveek. | dind’t think | would
make it. —=Tom Tom

My most challenging day at NYC was the day in wive& when our crew started falling
apart because a lot of people were getting hudidri’'t want to work extra hours. —Kyle
A.

My most challenging day in NYC was Wednesday offittie week because | started to
think about home and my dad. | wanted to see hitl Was so close to finishing the
program | didn’t want to leave. —Aaron N.

Taking break over a gap and seeing MT. Rainied@se¢ drinking mate on the way to
the weekend site listening to Sean Paul and Kn'stiehainsaw wake up. —Sean P.

Cramming red, Grey, Ranier, Dan and myself in anghimooth on a rec. trip; showing up
to the weekend site wearing “the Yellow submarinKristian’s chainsaw wake up. —
Joe D.

Eating lunch with Mt. Rainier for a view; The faaj when we came back to camp after 3
miles of hiking and 9 hours of work; the feelingtbé last day of work. —Kenny D.



Seeing our site the fourth week in back countryjmgamy first solo in 3 session. |
enjoyed the peace; Chilling with friends after tyqust talking and being listened to. —
Mike J.

Being accepted for who | am by my peers; going tokveveryday, pushing myself;
hanging out with my crew listening to people analimng how great this experience is.
—Inez

Running after an ice cream truck and sinking ih®4and; eating ice cream in front of a
store on a hot day; chillin with friends everydananaking friends that last a lifetime. —
Juanita F.

Working on the PCT and getting some amazing viéwsshing the session, back
packing into a site. —Tom Tom

Taking break in the fourth week on a hill starindvd. Rainier and thinking about life;
pulling in to the second weekend site blaring “@ellSubmarine.”; Finishing 2 ¥2 miles
of the PCT in one week and seeing how excited everyvas to do that. —Kyle A.

Working on the PCT especially since it is a higtakirial; meeting a few people that
made me laugh and that | could talk to; accompligimy goals to finish this session of
NYC. —Aaron N.
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Every night after a long day of work, the wholevengould ist together and discuss
topics. Now | remember to discuss topics thatraportant to be informed in the world.
Communicate!! —Sean P.

The first day, Sean and myself went completely beaad our first timers were like who
are these crazies. —Joe D.

Listening to SEED’s while being wrapped up in oeeping bags with hot water in our
nalgenes because it was so cold. —Kenny D.

Anytime on the worksite or off, when | could tatkgomeone and here about their life. |
loved finding out what has happened in peopleslased see what type of person they
have become because of it. —Mike J.

The feeling of trusting a group of people talkiogty crew members hearing their
stories realizing how much | care about people &@afig¢ my crew. —Inez F.

| will always remember all the fun times | had hexggout with my crew and how good
food tastes at the end of the work day. —Jaunita

| will always remember to got a job. —Tom Tom



| will always remember all the awesome long bussibilaring music and hearing people
laughing and just enjoying the good times in lifekyle A.

The sites I've been to in Washington including B@&T. —Aaron N
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| will always look on the bright side of things asay to myself when in doubt. “It can
always get worse.” -Sean P.

| will look for the greatest potential in everybobyork with and try to squeeze it out if |
can. —Joe D.

| will always appreciate little things like warmdin toilet paper. —Kenny D.
Think about my options, it could keep me out otible. —Mike J.

Push myself hard. —Inez F.

| will always persevere and try not to procrastnatJuanita

Think about my future. —Tom Tom

| will always appreciate the warmth of a bed anddyfriends. —Zack

Wake up in the morning and clean up my night thing8aron
# &

| learned that PMA is your best survival tool ifefileadership skills are great to have
under your belt; peoples hydration is key to dotlimg. —Sean P.

The realization that leading a group of your peefseyond challenging; you can make a
breakfast out of ramen noodles; heating the fenaotaly is a great way to stay warm. —
Joe

Drinking water really does make a difference; sora& ways to make knots that hold,;
safety. —Kenny

Why when I’'m motivated and attempt to be happydbiwork out better; initiative is the
one thing I could improve; | can push myself mdrant expected. —Mike J.

PMA is the most valuable thing; life is what youkweat; survival skills. —Inez F.



| can do anything if | try; Life’s a garden dig Eating out of a helmet is bomb digity. —
Juanita F.

| don't like everyone | meet; The people that wemtnething to change in the world are
bossy and laugh a lot and do nothing about itkel doing work with power tools. —Tom
Tom

| can be as open as | want and people will accepiitts harder than it sounds to spend
five weeks with the same 11 people 24 hours a dagickpacking is more of an interest
than | thought to me. —Kyle A.

About the environment and its uses and misuse;lpewp most likely completely
opposite of what you get out of first impressionsan be vocal no matter what I'm
thinking. —Aaron N.



