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Dear NYC Graduates,

It is human nature that as time goes by, memoaids &nd our perception of history changes. Tigsta
grow taller, and in the retelling details are lastl added. In your hands is a written record of ywew's
trials and tribulations during the summer of 2006is testimony of your successes, challenges,
experiences both good and bad as well as some amitdvacky. As you sit back in the comfort of your
home and relive some of those memories | encoyrageo add your own notes on how you felt, what you
saw and what you did.

As you embark on your next adventure, whateveray tme, remember the things you did here. Remember
the challenges you faced and that nothing is imiptessAll you need is a fistful of gorp, a PB&hd
some good friends. Make it happen!!!

A few of the amazing things accomplished during2B86 field season at NYC; over 17 miles of new tra
constructed, over 328 miles of existing trail mained, 2,237 drainage structures installed, 3,408f f
retaining wall built, 1,222 ft. of turnpike constited, 323 ft. of bridge built, 208 acres of treesned, 381
logs bucked out, and 1,513 acres of noxious weesticated.

Best Wishes,

Joe Waksmundski
NYC Field Director



National Forest or area that the work took place: BM
Ranger District: Coos Bay BLM
Project Name- Hunter ACEC

Week 1: Date June {9une 28

Monday: This weekend we did our orientation on Saturday @n Sunday
we did a big hike. We each had about a 30-40 &k pa our back and
hiked about 3 miles to our campsite. It was verdrbecause the packs
were so heavy and hurt our backs. Overall | thieklearned a lot though
it was our first weekend. —Sarah S.

Tuesday: This week we are slash piling in a meadow nedd Beach.
We are slash piling to preserve the meadows famaangered butterfly.
We are making 18-20 piles a day sometimes more wilVée here for 2
weeks making around 200 slash piles. We are bareake the meadow
more open for the butterflys. —Adra

Wednesday:We are finishing up some slash piles and leartorize more
efficient plus use the tools better! Aight. Peaegustin D.

Thursday: During this week red crew was pushed to therédimNe
hiked in our supplies to our back country campiitg. sWe learned how to
put up tents. We also learned how to build slals and how to make a



bear hang. | learned how to get a long with peépi@ different back
grounds. This crew is one of the best crews | e in, in the last three
years. We have made lots of slash this week., Edteb and | made 2
monster slash piles in less than 18 minutes. Bthie® week we have
made over 80 slash piles. Our camp site is lodat€tegon in Hunter
Creek. The camp sight is in a beautiful meadoWwe grass is so soft. We
are going to be staying here for 2 weeks with rawgrs and no laundry.

Friday: We had a lot of small challenges from Paul, tike piles to get
done before lunch break, or one and a half ingtlminutes. We are trying
to make between 150 and 200 piles in two weeksll Wants us to make
over 200 piles in the two weeks that we are h&ve. have almost 100
piles made so far this week. We are also ahe&®E#D and we have
accomplished FUN! We play lots of games! NYCuas!fWoohoo! —
Jennifer H.

National Forest or area that the work took place: BM
Ranger District: Coos Bay BLM
Project Name- Hunter Creek ACEC

Week 2: Date June ?&lune 36

Monday: This weekend we hiked back out to the van taupphy our food. We invited yellow
crew to come join us for dinner and we went andghoaunt at the creek. On Sunday we went
down to the creek, it was about 102 degrees. Wtedihnk 18 gallons of water that day. That's
more than 1 gallon each. —Adra

Tuesday: This week we are in the same place as last weekuse our project is two weeks long.
Hunter Creek Is ok, it's kind of boring. | mearetl’s the creek to “swim” in and the field to
play in but besides that there’s nothing else to.deep...that’s about it. -Cody M.

Wednesday:Our goals were to get more than 100 slash pridsage achieved 143 oh yeah! Red
crew is the best ever. But we also wanted to sasdacabin and get more than 20 piles in a
work day and we got something like 23 piles so alieved that also. But for more goals we got
through the hard part of our crew bonding so weeadd a lot actually, but really can’t
remember all the goals but we had a lot. —Kaleb W.

Thursday: Our crew learned how together each to deal wighhieat because some people really
do not know how to work with each other. We ledretuff about SEED how clouds and sun
works all around us. —Eric

Friday: Our crew’s challenges were to beat Yellow crew slash pile competition and to finish
between 150 and 200 slash piles in 2 weeks. Wanguished all of these with 154 slash piles.
We also impressed the contact guys with our wotkénlast 2 weeks. We also had lots of fun
and worked very hard. We are also getting closexr erew and we are all mostly getting along. -
Jennifer



National Forest or area that the work took place: Bireau of Land Management
Ranger District: Roseburg BLM
Project Name- Roseburg pruning lower dompier

Week 3: Date July®July 7"

Monday: On Saturday we went on Rec. trips. The choica®\going to the beach, to the lake,
to a lighthouse or going to the park. On Sunday®a&ked our trailers and left on a four hour
ride to our campsite. Also this weekend was p&emtekend. So parents came and Red crew
(Us) made dinner. We made hoagies with basicakyyhing on it. It was a great meal and we
worked together great making it. —Sarah S.

Tuesday: The project this week is to prune trees. Wqgusteout of Tiller, Oregon up a mountain
on a tree farm The reason we are pruning the isegmple. We are doing it because it reduces
the fuel for forest fires and it improves the gtyatif the wood that will be sold to companies
seeking such products. —Neil S.

Wednesday:The crew’s goals this week were to learn howrtmp trees, to get 5 seeds in, and
to get all of our hours in. It hasn’t been much,flaut we're getting paid for it plus it's easy.
Peace Out Homies! —Austin D.

Thursday: We learned about being responsible during aret afork because we don’t have a
rover. Well, I learned to be responsible. I'm sotsure about the rest of the crew! We also
learned how to use a key to identify trees, whiels fun. We also learned about rocks and
geology type things. All we learned during worksareow to prune trees for nine hours a day!
We are getting big muscles though! Wahoo!! Waitaitw. “1-2-3- HOORAH!” —Jennifer

Friday: Where to start? At the beginning is best, | iggp Paul was solo (no rover) this week,
so that was a huge challenge for him, having t@kexin line and motivated and get all his
paperwork done and evals given. As for work, th@ght up hills were a thrill. No sprained or
twisted ankles, or any serious falls. A huge fdailining is dull, repetitious work, so keeping us
on task and working as fast as we did was pretiyzamg.

Also we had a new guy come join us this week aadwad to go through the reforming
process that we’d talked about in a SEED last wéskspite all this we all worked 39 %2 hours!
The only “bad” thing that happened this week happleafter work today. The left rear window
broke and we had to spend an hour fixing it. I'tcamit to see YC's and Molly’s faces when we
pull into base camp with a card board window! Moig now we’re halfway to the coast~ -
Jamethiel

National Forest or area that the work took place: @RD
Ranger District: Humbug State Park
Project Name- Humbug Mt. day use trail

Week 4: Date July bJuly 14"

Monday: We had a great weekend starting with a very hinige from Roseburg to our base
camp. On Saturday we had a scavenger hunt andewetavthe beach each rec. trip did a skit



and we had a talent show. On Sunday we cleanedmp and go ready for a great week of
busting out trail. —Adra

Tuesday: This week we are doing trail work. So far we hbeen making a lot of retaining walls.
We are at base camp. We are re-routing trail kecauthe winter the existing trial floods.

Wednesday:Our crews goals for the week were re-routingad that we already re-routed...We
also put in 76 feet of retaining wall, which wasaf our goals. We also finished a big section of
new trail on a 90 degree slope. We had to carte the side of the hill and that is when we
figured out that we had to put in a lot of retagimalls. Overall this first part of the week has
been very successful, considering that it wasiteeweek that we did trail. We were slow on the
first day but now towards the end we have tornughotrail and had to go to another location to
work. Johnathon C.

Thursday: We added good, solid trail building to our repitaf skills as well as how to build
retaining walls and steps. We learned a bit mboribourselves and each other, which is helpful
for understanding each other. We can bust out somesome work, even when our crew leader
was busy. Last but not least we learned how tbalehtreat with a cardboard window- don't
touch it! —Jamethiel C.

Friday: Our crew’'s challenges were working in the raBreating 70 feet of retaining wall,
getting over 100 barrel's of dirt and many stepd stairs. We accomplished all of this! So yeah,
A-dizzie is out. —Austin

National Forest or area that the work took place: &kiyou NF
Ranger District: Gold Beach RD
Project Name- Siskiyou Noxious Weed Eradication

Week 5: Date July 17July 2F

Monday: This weekend our crew had a blast! Well, | d\tle got free
showers on Friday and we fixed our van window. Howiting! We also
had fun on our Rec. trips and in the NYC Olympi¥ge dominated in the
dizzy bat competition, so we decided to be modetteé other
competitions and come in second place. On Sundayewnt to our
awesome campsite and saw our cool toilet. —Jannife

Tuesday: This week we are pulling weeds. We are alongsaad rivers
pulling things such as scotch broom and Canadiatieh Obviously we
are pulling weeds to reduce the amount in suchsaréaday we worked
in blackberries, so while we worked, a couple pe@pid | had a
blackberry fight. It was so FUN. —Sarah S.

Wednesday:To get a river bed of thistle out of other plantshad a lot of
work and we used 112 huge bags of it so it was haddthey very hot
weather . Plus we did another river bed and wetlgttdone in less than 2
hours, and finished most of the work for our contaekaleb W.



Thursday: This week our crew learned about noxious weealsair
growing and taking land from our native plants. j#led the weeds to
open space for native plants and animals. We éebabout different
habitats and animals that live in them. As we weeeding the banks of
the Rogue River we saw an osprey, which is a naingeof prey. It was
beautiful. We also saw several deer and learnedtdbere habitat. —Adra
H.

Friday: Like, oh-my-god. Where to start? The heat! #aight we had
dealt with heat the first two weeks, while we wslash piling. Oh no.
Pulling weeds with zero shade during the hottegs @ the year and
staying productive was a huge challenge for usyleustill got a ton done
at our various work sites this week. We’ve alrealdyaned both our white
walls, our rain gear, and readied our tools foanépg. We've pulled and
bagged 90+ black garbage bags full of noxious weadsh as Cowda
thistle and milkweed. We've been having two lead#rthe day each day
this week, and all the pairs pretty much rockedwatve had a hugely
successful week. Each person has learned abanséives and about
leadership and we've all learned about fellowshipol is just as
important. All in all it's been a good session aviule we're all eager to
get home and back to daily showers, flushing tejlahd soft beds, what
we’ve learned here in the past five weeks was byéath all the bug
bites, poison oak and the hot, dirty, sweaty ddysod luck, Red crew
and may your life be eventful. -Jamethiel

My most challenging day at NYC was the day we abelbain acre and a half of sweet
clover. —Neil S.

My most challenging day at NYC was the day wherhiked out and back into th&3
meadow when we were doing slash piling. Sarah S.

My most challenging day at NYC was the day wherhiiked into our meadow on our
first back country project. —Austin D.

My most challenging day was to get closer to offemple that | do not know who they
are. Leaving home just to have a new home thathaes$for me to do that. —Eric

My most challenging day at NYC would have to belifiee out of our two week back
country project. We ended up hiking more out timan—Cody M.

It was a weekend when | learned that | only hadysdit home before | headed off east
to college. Jamethiel C.

My most challenging day at NYC was the first dayhed Sweet Clover removal and back
country day when | didn’t drink enough water. —&aW.



My most challenging moment at NYC was the day wedhiout of Hunter Creek because
my back pack was not being nice to me. —Adra H.

My most challenging day at NYC was when the crewnpd over 23 acres of forest. We
had to hike down a long, | mean long ways. We vdentn a slope then we had to go
back up it every day. Also every day we had tehilore and more because we worked
in so far. —Johnathon C.

My most challenging day was when we worked in tbedun and nobody could do much
work because we were all very exhausted from elgrnytand we could hardly work.

My three favorite NYC experiences were when | fgset to NYC, got to meet my crew
and then work with them. —Neil S.

My three favorite NYC experiences were my Rec. tmiphe beach with Jennifer, going
swimming with the whole crew and the day | gradddtem NYC. —Sarah S.

My three favorite experiences at NYC were creelkng with Kaleb, my rec. trip
playing ultimate Frisbee with John and Jennifer goithg swimming at the river. —
Austin D.

My three favorite NYC experiences were buildingl$ravith my crew. But then | got to
work with John and Kaleb for my first time. -Eric

| would have to say | enjoyed watching people swiiaving a shower after two weeks,
and sleeping outside watching the stars. Cody M.

Hanging with my friends from other crews, talkinglwthe rover Dhyana about
everything and a rec. trip to Battle Rock Parkamdthiel C.

My three favorite experiences were Creek Runniogiggon my rec. trip with my
friends, Troy, (aka Larry the Cable guy,) and megrd Kyle. Kaleb W.

My three favorite moments would have to be gointheobeach, | got to hang out with
Randy, Midget, Kyle and Zach. Also Hiking and swimg. —Adra

My three favorite moments at NYC were when Kaleth ktook out over %2 of a work
sight the crew worked on all week because how havds. It was so fun. Meeting
other members. My last one was finding out ateth@ that everyone made it to the last
day and graduated. —John C

My three favorite moments were when Austin and leagangster, winning capture the
flag for my team and learning that | was accepitéd BLP. —Jennifer H.
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One thing I will always remember is all of the fras | made here and the fact that it was
my first job. —Neil S.

One think I will always remember is all the greabple | met and getting to hang with
them and be able to be myself and feel comfortatdend them -Sarah S

One thing I will always remember is the friendsdde like Caleb and Jennifer they were
S0 awesome. —Austin

One thing that | always remember is meeting newpleeand | get to talk to people about
what ever | want to so they can help me out. Eric.

One thing | will remember is sleeping outside mside the crowded tent. Cody M

| will remember spending the day at Battle Rock amatking around with some friends
in Port Orford and working on the Humbug Mountaaalt Jamethiel C

| will always remember going body surfing at Bafeck with my good friend Zac P.
that | met from my last session. —Kaleb W.

| will always remember the people at NYC especiailyfriend and my crew leader Paul.
Oh and the old man. —Adra H.

| will always remember Paul because he is the drest leader I've had and | am so glad
| had the opportunity to work with him. —Jennifer H

| will always remember the smells on the crew. Turegames that we play and all of the
things that we accomplished together. —Johnathon C.
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From now on | will always be more environmentaljnecious of my surroundings. —
Neil S.

From now on | will always appreciate nature mord ba more accepting to the people
around me. —Sarah S.

From now on | will always be alert of the effecrh having on the earth. —Austin D.

From now on | will always help other when they néeat the time. | will always be
alert for the effects of other people. —Eric

From now on | will try to be more social in my daible in life. Deciding to cut back
from my anti-social role! -Cody M.



| will always own my session and be aware of thifedgnces in attitude of my
crewmates. —Jamethiel C.

| will always from now on know what my actions anghat I'm doing and what | have in
my life and what the history is of what | have. +&@aW.

From now on | will recycle and think more about effect on the environment. Oh and
speak in a lower tone of voice. —Adra H.

| will always remember the result of my actions don’t take extra care of the earth. It
is very important that | do. —Jennifer H.

| will always remember the friends that | am takimigh me and also remember all the
fun times | had working. —Johnathon C.

# &

At NYC | learned more about our world | learned htmaprotect it and how to possibly
reverse it. —Neil S.

At NYC | learned about nature, more skills, leatiggsand what a good work ethic is. —
Sarah S.

At NYC | learned about the effects of my actionstlom environment. —Austin D.

At NYC | have learned how to build slash piles atearned about my environment
around my body. Eric.

At NYC | learned a lot about self awareness. ¢ &srned that even though my actions
may change but it's not a large enough change.dyCo

| learned a ton about leadership, about patiendeabout picking your battles or just
grinning and bearing it. —Jamethiel C.

| have learned that I'm a hard worker when | wanbé and leadership, how to get along
with total strangers and knowing that if you appbyrself you can do a lot. —Kaleb W.

At NYC | learned confidence and the ability to aohiny actions. | also learned to
overcome many fears that | had had before NYC. aAdtlr

At NYC | learned that | can be whoever | want tobeeause it is always my choice. The
people around me don’t choose who | am. —Jennifer H



| learned that | can follow and be a leader ingheup. | also learned that what | do at
my house and at my life effects the planet. So hbawve to conserve energy that | take
for granted. —Johnathon C.



