
Dear NYC Graduates, 
 
It may seem long ago that you were sleeping on the earth under the protection of a white 
wall, or waking up before the sun to begin safety circle as you looked out across the 
mountain tops and valleys below. And indeed, once you readjust to your home, family, 
and friends, it may seem far removed from your current lifestyle.  
 
This journal is a small reflection of your crew’s experiences this year; footnotes scribbled 
at the end of a long day by hands aching from swinging a tool. To those who have not 
experienced living in the woods for a month, gotten up at 5:30 on a regular basis, worked 
in the snow and rain, or chugged water from a yellow top, these notes might not seem 
like much. However I hope that for you, these glimpses of your time together serve as 
reminders which will unlock a season of memories that will last a lifetime. A field season 
fails to be complete without a healthy amount of sweat and tears; frustrations and 
elations. Keep all your memories; the good and the bad; in order to fully appreciate all 
you have accomplished. May the views, conversations, projects, and hikes stay with you 
long into the future.       
 
Take pride in knowing that you have joined those before you who suffered through hard 
times, and felt the rush of accomplishment when teamwork overcame adversity. While 
you were huddled around the campfire, or bumping along the trail, 25 other crews 
throughout Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and Northern California were doing the same; 
making a difference while forming a community.   
 
Some of the highlights of South 1 and BLP 2 work this summer include 45.3 miles of 
trail maintenance, installation of 224 drainage structures, 6,286 ft of fence construction, 
eradication of 40.3 acres of noxious weeds, and the construction of 4 miles of new trail. 
Although these figures are impressive, the greatest accomplishment was finishing the 
session with pride.  
 
As you move forward towards your next adventure, remember your accomplishments of 
NYC. As you are faced with new challenges, apply the lessons you have learned here: 
teamwork, a positive attitude, and determination will carry you to great lengths. Maybe 
all that is needed is a handful of GORP, a PB&J, and some close friends. Make it happen. 
Thank you all for a wonderful summer.     
 
Happy Trails, 
 

 
Kelly Cadigan 
Program Coordinator  
 
 
 



 
 
Session:  BLP 2 
Crew Color: Brown 
Crew Leader:  Matt Evinger 
Week: 
Project Name: 
National Forest: 
Ranger District 

The daily journals were ceremoniously disposed off on the crew’s last night 
together. 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
The night before my leader of the day. 
Erin Hornberger 
 
Monday of the last week. 
Evan Olsen 
 
The hike in, the first week. 
Mike Johnson 
 
The hike into the second site. 
Solomon Reid 
 
Day?  All of the inclines of every hike made every hiking day, which was almost 
everyday—somewhat challenging. 
Christina Roth 
 
The day that we did 2,850 feet of new trail! 
Ryan McVay 



 
My most challenging day at NYC was one of the last times we had to hike up this 
gigantic hill for work.  I never thought I would reach the top! 
Ava Swanson 
 
Rainy, cold workdays when I needed constant hugs from Erin and many songs about the 
rain to keep me motivated. 
Maggie Murphy 
 
Working in the rain for two hours and coming back completely soaked, along with a three 
mile hike in the morning. 
Joe Davis 
 
The hike into the second site probably. 
Keenan Tvedt 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
Telling Baba Yaga stories, the views, reading books… 
Erin Hornberger 
 
Views, Larry, our contact, the bear… 
Evan Olsen 
 
The sites, seeing pieces of history, completing first hike in… 
Mike Johnson 
 
Views, jokes, hikes back from work… 
Solomon Reid 
 
All of the trail building, my solo, van rides… 
Christina Roth 
 
Finishing two miles of new trail, finishing Mt. Yoran trail, Meeting LARRY! 
Ryan McVay 
 
Finishing almost 3,000 feet of trail in one work day, seeing the great views on the 
worksite, and meeting Larry, our contact in Fremont… 
Ava Swanson 
 
Bushwacking down Pinto Creek, coming dangerously close to mastering the art of 
cooking with the Dutchie over the fire, Christina’s PH…   
Maggie Murphy 
 
Building trail during the first two weeks, meeting Larry, our contact in the Fremont who 
was the best contact I’ve had and story time with Christina. 



Joe Davis 
 
Trail talk, the views on Mount Yoran/Diamond Peak wilderness, building and completing 
two miles of trail… 
Keenan Tvedt 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
That I am a wonderful, confident, assertive leader… 
Erin Hornberger 
 
That I can lead well when called on. 
Evan Olsen 
 
I can be caring, I enjoy people and I can still grow as a leader. 
Mike Johnson 
 
I need to get out into the world.  I am addicted to electric guitar gadgets.  I can be a role 
model. 
Solomon Reid 
 
That I am too negative, that no one else loves Penn & Teller as much as I do, and that 
people in general are wonderful. 
Christina Roth 
 
I need to think more before I speak!  I can eat a lot!  The forest is precious. 
Ryan McVay 
 
The environment is a great place all people need sometimes.  I enjoy hard work, and I 
love learning new things. 
Ava Swanson 
 
A day of work can be as crappy or as delightful or as fulfilling as you want it to be - 
depending on your attitude.  I have so much more to learn and the best way to learn is by 
listening to other people. 
Maggie Murphy 
 
That NYC is what you make of it. 
Joe Davis 
 
That I can get along with anyone if I try. 
Keenan Tvedt 

 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
The oil spill fire! 



Erin Hornberger 
 
Van fire—bear—Larry—2,850 feet in one day… 
Evan Olsen 
 
Van almost bursting into flames… 
Mike Johnson 
 
The people… 
Solomon Reid 
 
My crew and leaders, Matt and Rudy… 
Chirstina Roth 
 
Matt’s facial expressions and the Van Bomb! 
Ryan McVay 
 
Walking an extra couple of miles because the van broke down, and having a great solo. 
Ava Swanson 
 
How beautiful Erin is. 
Maggie Murphy 
 
Run far away when the van is on fire. 
Joe Davis 
 
The news, people, van fire, the mornings and sunsets… 
Keenan 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
Be confident and comfortable around others. 
Erin Hornberger 
 
Be more thoughtful of others opinions. 
Evan Olsen 
 
Be more patient. 
Mike Johnson 
 
Drink tea. 
Solomon Reid 
 
Consider hiking for pleasure; maybe plan it out and actually do it? 
Christina Roth 
 



Think more before I speak. 
Ryan McVay 
 
Go on more “solos” by myself, recycle more! 
Ava Swanson 
 
Seek out a sense of community whenever I may be, open myself up to people and 
appreciate the absence of mosquitoes. 
Maggie Murphy 
 
Appreciate a well cooked meal with good company… 
Joe Davis 
 
Be more empathetic. 
Keenan Tvedt 

 


