
 
 
 
 
Dear NYC graduates, 
 
Well, it’s that time of year here at NYC, with the final tool count completed and the rigs 
neatly tucked into their winter parking spaces, its time to sit back, reflect on the season 
and start recounting the tales of adventure and hardship that you’ll someday tell your 
grandkids.  This journal is a small reflection of your crew’s experiences this year; 
footnotes, scribbled at the end of a long day by hands aching from swinging a tool.  To 
anyone else who hasn’t lived outside for over a month, done a safety circle at 5:30 AM, 
done the pushup-challenge, or chugged a gallon of vesper, these notes might not seem 
like much.  But I hope that for you they are a small key to unlocking memories that will 
stay with you for a lifetime.  And I’m not just referring to memories of smelly vans, 
blistered feet, and poison oak rashes.  Sure that’s all part of the gig; but it’s the shared 
hardships that bring people together and forge memories of good friends, great 
achievements, and incredible places. 
 
Thank you for taking on the adventure of NYC this season.  With your commitment, 
courage and hard work NYC crews have left a lasting legacy.  While you were slogging 
through the woods, huddling around the fire, sharpening pulaskis, or finishing the last 
remnants of a too-large meal; up to twenty-five other crews were doing the same things 
across Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Arizona and Northern California.  The work 
completed by NYC crews went farther than ever before, pleased a record number of 
project sponsors, helped out the natural areas and communities in the Northwest, and, 
most importantly, showed the general public that teens are responsible enough to 
complete a hard job with style! 
 
As you embark on your next adventure, whatever it may be, remember the things you did 
here.  Remember the challenges you faced and that nothing is impossible.  All you need 
is a fistful of GORP, a PB&J and some good friends in your bump line.  Rock On!! 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
 

 
 
Adam Taylor 
Program Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Session:  SCC-E2 RED 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Yarrow 
Week: 1 
Project Name:  Fish Creek Fence 
National Forest:  Nez Perce 
Ranger District:  Salmon River 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend was orientation!  Almost everyone met at Whoop ‘Um Up.  I 
wasn’t there (late Flight), so I can’t really say too much.  Sunday we drove for five or six 
hours and picked up a bunch of stuff that was missing.  I finished reading Harry Potter.  
(We decided I would host a camp reading of this over the next five weeks.  We’ll see 
how it goes. 



 Only one of us has ever done this (or anything backcountry) before, so it’s been 
an interesting learning experience.  Everybody’s pretty focused though and today we 
owned at fence building. 
 We have not encountered any bears, but we heard coyotes. 
Savannah Pryne 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we are in Nez Perce National Forest building a fence to keep cows 
away from the camp and an endangered species of trout.  We are destroying the old rotted 
fence and rebuilding it with chemically treated logs.  The hardest part of the project is 
carrying the logs to and from the fence.  The project isn’t too bad and we are getting 
plenty of work done. 
Jeff McNally 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
Show the fence who’s boss.  Stay active and awake.  Continue having deep/interesting 
conversations. Stay respectful of each other while we get used to being around each other 
24-7. Get to know each other. 
Stay awake. 
Get enough sleep. 
Stay calm around the mystery cat that stalks around at night. 
Savannah Pryne 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned how to build an excellent fence.  First you dig out the old 
posts and then make sure the hole is deep enough for the new posts.  After that we 
measure and cut rails, then nail the rails onto the posts.  This should keep those fat cows 
out of the camp.  We also learned some safety tips and things to watch out for from 
OSHA and SEED.  Tomorrow is our last day and it’s been a good project so far but we 
are all excited to see what’s next. 
Jeff McNally 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 All right! Today we were aided by Adam “the Captain” and head honcho.  He and 
his group made sure that all fences were up and running while some of the rest of us 
worked on killing young trees who had unfortunately for them sprung up beside the 
fence.  We had a half-day, as usual, and all was well.  We have had quite a few good 
memories.  This week we have accomplished many things.  One of the most important 



things was that we learned about ourselves and each other with PHs we created 
PRICKLE, made friends, created an imaginary theme park, learned how to make a “quick 
fix” shelter, got a lot of free time, made and lost bets, did chores, worked hard, we 
pounded rocks and kicked cow butt.  We also found and picked huckleberries, which was 
a large plus. 
 The only challenge we had was making the right amount of food for dinner, so we 
wouldn’t have to gorge ourselves like snakes every night, and getting to sleep on time, 
but those will soon be things of the past… 
 I am proud of the RED RHINOS!!! 
Kimberley Lohmuller 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       RED 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Yarrow 
Week: 2 
Project Name:  Blacktail Lake Puncheon Kick Rails 
National Forest:  Panhandle 
Ranger District:  Sandpoint 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we went on recreation rips.  There were two options (hike and 
swim) or (go to town and swim in a river).  I chose to go to town and then swim.  I met 
two great crew leaders, Maggie and Steve.  I got the chance to talk to other crew 
members.  The best thing is that I had fun and I relaxed.  I enjoyed this weekend.  I hope I 
get to do something like this again. 
Breona Widen 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We hiked 3 ½ miles in dark.  A lot of pounds on our backs, the moon lights our 
pathways toward our destination.  We hit camp late.  Without Brian’s “Get out ball” yell, 
I don’t think anyone would have made it that night.  We were all so dehydrated and 
laughed at anything; sometimes nothing. 
 Now we are working on a bridge and putting railings up for a guideline.  
…beautiful camping site other than the pesty mosquitoes. 
Jessica Traughber 

 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 For this week our goal is to complete all of the puncheons/trail work along the 
hiking trail to our camp.  Our crew members each have some of their own separate 
personal goals as well.  Me and Brian’s unrealistic but motivational goal is to find a bear 



and kill it.  Everyone also has goals to work better and learn to cooperate with each other.  
Since our hike took so late on Sunday, we only got six hours in on Monday.  By the end 
of this week, we want to have all of our hours made up so we can have a relaxing 
weekend full of swimming in the lake. 
Joe Gribbon 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week the red crew has learned how to define different types of rock and 
weather, weather types, we have also learned how to build puncheon and how to make a 
drain.  For the rest of the work week, we will be learning to make new trails.  The most 
important thing that we are learning about is each other. 
Brian Williams 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week we had a 3 ½ mile hike into the backcountry late at night to a sweet 
camp spot on a lake.  We managed to set up camp in the dark, loopy and dehydrated. 
 Our first project of the two weeks was to build rails on Puncheons, which we 
finished in three days.  For the remainder of the week we are maintaining and digging 
new trail. 
 Tomorrow we are going to hike back out to pick up more food from the van and 
hike out to Moose Lake, our new camp spot, to continue digging fresh trail. 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       RED 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Yarrow 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  Moose Lake Trailwork 
National Forest:  Panhandle 
Ranger District:  Sandpoint 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 On Saturday, four of us (plus Yarrow) hiked over the ridge (commonly referred 
among us as Medicine Mountain or SATAN) in a rather rigorous hike while the rest of 
the crew hiked to the van to find a meat box full of exploded turkey sausage.  We all 
made it, though somewhat cheese-less and spent the rest of the day reading Harry Potter, 
swimming and sunning on the big rock in the lake. 
 Today (Sunday) we hiked back up SATAN and worked on the trail and then came 
back down to read more HP and discover we forgot the shotgun (lunch).  Alex (the rover) 
is now jogging up SATAN to retrieve it.  What a brave dear-heart, (Beastmaster of a 
God) he is.  Our thoughts go with him. 



 Also currently, as the story goes, Brian’s water bottle was jacked from Jeff by a 
grizzly bear (riding a moose) with a shank.   
 Oh, wait.  The water bottle was in the bush where Brian put it. 
Unsigned 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project his week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we are in the Panhandle National Forest staying at Moose Lake.  We 
hike about 1 ½ miles a day up to the worksite where we are digging fresh trail.  It is a 
treacherous hike uphill in the mornings, but has a beautiful view. 
Unsigned 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals for this week are to finish up the trail maintenance and possibly finish 
the last puncheons if we have time.  Tomorrow is super-hump day so we are totally 
making massive amounts of cheesecake and eating and celebrating being halfway 
through the session.  To also have a good time… 
Jeff McNally 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our crew learned that we can get a lot more done as a team when we all stay 
focused.  IF we work together and help each other out when we need it, we can achieve 
beyond all measures!  Yeah!  We also learned that people can go crazy when they don’t 
have enough water. 
Joe Gribbon 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We were challenged by nothing.  We are awesome.  We accomplished fixing the 
trail and it is now beautiful.  We then did a reroute around a very muddy part of the trail.  
I’m sitting in a van writing this and I’m done.  HOORAY.  Go Broncos!  I’m hungry.  I 
wish I had someone to talk to.  I smell. Yay!. 
Jeff McNally 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       RED  
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Yorrow 
Week: 4 
Project Name:  Willow Creek 
National Forest:  Sawtooth 



Ranger District:  Fairfield 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We spent Saturday in McCall shopping for shoes and nutritional yeast.  Then we 
went to a beach.  The next day we came to the Sawtooths and hiked in the 3-30 miles 
until we reached our campsite.  We’re next to a creek in a hunter’s campsite, so there’s 
chairs and a table and old  blow-up mattresses.  This looks to be our hardest project yet—
straight through thicket.  We’re dehydrated. 
Savannah Pryne 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we are camping in the Sawtooths and digging more fresh trail.  We are 
backcountry for these last two weeks most likely in the same place doing the same 
project.  We’re staying at an old hunter’s campsite with chairs and tables made of wood. 
Ali Vasa 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week our crew is working towards digging trail through thick forest as far as 
possible.  We are also aiming towards getting an earlier start in the morning so our 
workday is more productive.  Over all we are working on consistently in our work ethics. 
Breona Widen 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned how to create a fire in a survival situation.  Although 
no one was really successful in creating any fire, we still know exactly what we will need 
to do if we get in that situation.  We also learned that if we can turn any forest area into a 
trail in hours. 
Joe Gribbon 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week has been bizarre.  I do not recall a single day that, after work, we did 
not explode into hysterical laughter.  Just another week on Red Crew, I suppose.  Today 
we worked overtime, although technically, only four hours would have sufficed.   
 One of our rovers, Caroline, left yesterday and Steve has not yet replaced her.  We 
are beginning to wind down, realizing that our last days together are drawing to a close,  



and yet, we are all still striving towards the goal:  Getting it done right…the FIRST 
TIME!   
 Today, after a painful 17 -0 defeat of Boys v Girls movie title alphabet game, we 
girls redeemed ourselves by challenging them to a “bust out” competition.  We got our 
boulder out and off the trail nearly an hour before them.  The victory cries could be heard 
from most anywhere in the hills.  We also had a first ever SEED taught by a CREW 
member:  Jeff volunteered for the anti-peer-pressure talk.  It was a rousing success and 
Yarrow’s insights only made it more so.  A few of the girls managed to find a way to get 
“clean” by dunking in the river (with all necessary safety gear!), and we had finished 
work by 3:00, probably earlier, but there seems to be an epidemic of disappearing 
watches.  Overall, this week has been difficult, yet surprisingly comfortable, and very 
entertaining.  We’ve eaten well even though there was a spot of bother when we found 
out what we were missing food-wise on Monday.   
 The ghost stories that Yorrow has been telling us have made many a night go by 
longer than necessary and some have haunted our waking moments as well.  But you 
know what?  It was worth it. 
 It almost seems as though everyday is the most amazing day we’ve ever had.  We 
thought Brian had reached his peak when he went for an hour’s rant on Randomosity, but 
we’ve had even better rants since that first, spectacular.  “I like apples…what else is 
cool?”   
 Although we’ve determined that we are a stable crew and that we almost always 
get along, some things never cease to stir us up a talk more than necessary; for instance, a 
few nights ago the bear hang broke.  The rope literally snapped in two.  That was 
annoying.  Sometimes shotgun is not prepared correctly.  That too is a mild nuisance.  
But, after searching high and low, we’ve finally all put our fingers on the culprit:  Public 
Enemy #1:  Dehydration.  Everyday it shows up and another one of us goes into the loony 
bin.  Sometimes it can be as easy as saying a word, “Shmooshed”, in my case.  Other 
times the build-up is longer, but when the dam breaks, nothing at all can stop the 
ceaseless flow of whimsical gibberish that spews forth.  And no one really wants to.  
Some of our best moments have been spent calling around this parched arid space, 
laughing so hard our ribs crack and we can’t breathe.  Is it really worth it, I ask you, to 
give all that up in return for a full day of sanity?  I think not.  In any case, we won’t so 
there’s nothing to worry about on that front.   
 Good news:  no one has died or been seriously maimed as of today.  That’s a plus 
in my book, at the very least I don’t know if I’ll be able to do journal again, so I’ll say my 
good-byes and wish you all the best, wherever your are, reading or hearing this, and hope 
that this was as enjoyable for you as it was for me.  Love to alla y’all.  Kimbo Spice 
Kimberly Lohmuller 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       RED 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Yarrow 
Week: 5 
Project Name:  Willow Cree 
National Forest:  Sawtooth 
Ranger District:  Fairfield 



 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Last weekend we all worked and also caught chipmunks to eat for lunch (not 
really).  We also read HP so I am real bored right now.  It might rain and we all want 
some steak  
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are still working in the same spot as last week.  The trail, or trails that will be 
there, is very foresty.  It’s not too far from camp.  It’s a little different than what we’re 
used to.  Cole came to visit and help work.  Today we got a very massive rock taken out 
finally, happy it’s not on the trail for dirt bike riders to ride over. 
Brian Williams 
  
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 For this week our crew has made a goal to build the trail out to the clearing.  We 
got a reduction of hours but we still have a goal to complete them.  We’re going to work 
as hard as we can these last couple days and give it our best until we’re done.  Thursday’s 
gonna be our last day and we’re gonna do mainly all quality control to make sure our trail 
is of the best quality ever!! 
Joe Gribbon 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned lots about the environment and how to make our 
world a better place to live.  We have also been digging fresh trail for the first time.  So 
for most of us that was a new experience…  Even though we are building a trail for motor 
bikes, I think the work is important because we are allowing people to see the wilderness 
and hopefully learn that it is something worth keeping. 
Jeff McNally 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week was really intense.  We had another four mile hike, followed by a 
shortened week due to an emergency situation in another crew.  We didn’t finish our trail, 
but it was untouched before we got there and mostly uphill, so that’s ok.  We got all our 
hours done ahead of time, so we had a four hour day Thursday. �   We had an 18 minute 
wake-up to heading-out time this morning around 5 am.  It was amazing and really 
intense.  It’s our best time yet.  The hardest part is gonna be saying goodbye. 



 We are awesome.  Brian is really cool.  He’s hilarious and extremely random.  
Breona is an amazing person and a hard worker.  Tyler is surprising me.  He gets started, 
but kind of quiet.  Joe is the greatest guy out there and is consistently positive and 
friendly.  He rox da hood!  Jessica is extremely positive and full of generosity.  She is 
friends with everyone and very easy to get along with.  I’ll miss ya!  Ali is a super cool 
gal; kind of punk and kind of hippie.  She’s really a sweetheart and I wish her all the best!  
Savannah is brilliant; a source of infinite knowledge and always willing to share her 
wisdom.  Jeff is always ready for a laugh and most of the time he gets everyone else 
going too.  Here’s to you, Scottie:  a total rebel � .  Our rovers and Yarrow have been 
overwhelmingly supportive and amazing.  Thank you for everything. � !!!!!! 
Kimberly Lohmuller 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the first Sunday when our crew hiked into Black 
Tail Lake.  It was our first back country and the hike was almost all uphill. 
Joe Gribbon 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was probably the first day of work at Moose Lake, 
third week.  The hike was up a mountain. 
Alison Vasa 
 
My most challenging day was backpacking from Black Tail Lake to Moose Lake over the 
ridge with all of the camp gear on our backs. 
Savannah Pryne 
 
Not having (what I perceived as) enough food the last two weeks  
Tyler Alexander 
 
When we hiked in to Black Tail Lake.  That night was horrible.  I cried and couldn’t 
breathe right.   
Kimberly Lohmuller 
 
Black Tail Lake hike into first back country. 
Breona Widen 
 
Hiking up the mountains. 
Jessica Traughber 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
My three favorite experiences at NYC was the turkey incidents, the rec trips, and 
memories with red crew. 
Joe Gribbon 
 



My three favorite NYC experiences were probably when a fellow corps member was 
chased by a wild turkey, swimming in the lake and weekend sites. 
Alison Vasa 
 
My favorite NYC moments were playing steamroller, the turkey incident and all of the 
inside jokes on our crew. 
Savannah Pryne 
 
Watching someone jump off a cliff of rocks, making fun of them and laughing. 
Jeff McNally 
 
Getting out a giant rock before the boys did, jumping into Moose Lake for the first time 
and watching Brian curse himself and others. 
Kimberley Lohmuller 
 
Watching Jeff get hit in the face by a pine cone, making fun of Brian, laughing at myself. 
Breona Widen 
 
Watching someone get chased by a turkey, the beautiful view that we got on the worksite, 
and the memories that I will have with red crew.   
Tyler Alexander 
 
Turkey chase, boys dance, how everyone got decently along. 
Jessica Traughber 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
At NYC I learned to be a leader, to accept others and how to have fun. 
J to da Gribbs  (Joe Gribbon) 
 
I learned at NYC to work as a team, accept others, and to cook dehydrated food. 
Alison Vasa 
 
I learned patience and staying in the moment. 
Savannah Pryne 
 
I learned how to survive in the wilderness better. 
Jeff McNally 
 
I learned about taking pride in one’ achievements and working towards bettering oneself.  
I also learned how to share my personality and past with (nearly) complete strangers. 
Kimberley Lohmuller 
 
I learned to not be bi-polar. 
Breona Widen 
 



I learned more about myself; also to be a leader… 
Tyler Alexander 
 
More about myself… 
Jessica Traughber 

 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
I will always remember everyone in red crew. 
Joe Gribbon 
 
I will always remember the people I experienced this with and backpacking. 
Savannah Pryne 
 
I will always remember my memories. 
Jeff McNally 
 
I will always remember the day when we slept by the van and woke to “Ironman”.  I will 
always remember “Manny”.   
Kimberley Lohmuller 
 
I will always remember Jeff McNally cuz he’s hilarious! 
Breona Widen 
 
I will always remember everyone and my memories. 
Tyler Alexander 
 
Everything; can’t just be one… 
Jessica Traughber 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
From now on I will always take more responsibility for myself. 
Joe Gribbon 
 
From now on I will view the forest as where humans belong.   
Alison Vasa 
 
I will always try to stay calm and easy going. 
Savannah Pryne 
 
Laugh at people who I know are going to fail at life. 
Jeff McNally 
 
Always, always work until it hurts too much to keep going because I know that this 
benefits us all and you always feel better in the long run. 



Kimberley Lohmuller 
 
Laugh at people who think I’m going to fail at life. 
Breona Widen 
 
‘To grow and become more of a leader.  To find things that interest me so I can focus on 
them. 
Tyler Alexander 
 
Think for myself and appreciate the little things I take for granted. 
Jessica Traughber 

 
Session:  SCC-E2       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Jenna Ebel 
Week: 1 
Project Name:  Lodgepole Castle Creek Trails 
National Forest:  Sawtooth 
Ranger District:  Ketchum 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Met each other at the first weekend site.  Made a crew contract and camped close 
to where we were going to hike into our first week camp site.  Oh, ya and played poker. 
 Idaho is beautiful. 
Nick Merrill 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We’re building a trail or rerouting the Lodgepole Trail, plus with the average 
every day chores, we were doing this because it has been requested by trail users. 
Jared Bennett 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 One of our crew’s goals for the week is to finish the trail we’ve been working on.  
We have rerouted the trail and we need to put drain dips in.  Other goals are to learn how 
to use all the tools and learn what and what not to do in the backcountry. 
Jennifer Diep 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 



 We learned how to dig trail, drain dips, how to use tools, how to treat blisters, 
how to wake up at 6 in the morning, who to eat and drink dirt, how to comfortably sit and 
sleep on a pile of ants, how to eat all the food in the pot even after it hits the ground, how 
to poop in a hole, how to cook for twelve, how to eat with a real big spoon, how to speak 
a little bit of French, how to do the Tony Danza and we learned how amazing vesper is. 
Unsigned   
(Really beautiful sketch drawn of a dragon) 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week, we moved a lot of dirt, unearthed a lot of big rocks, duct taped hot 
spots, grew new muscles, sang songs, laughed, wrote on Belle’s helmet, stumbled around 
at night looking for a place to pee, enjoyed rain, sun, clouds, hot and cold, and damp and 
dry weather.  Certain crew members continue to learn French and certain others have 
realized how utterly amazing it feels to put on a clean shirt.  We’ve built two new 
sections of trail in the last four days and temporarily have turned into dirty old men 
before work. 
Belle Burch 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Jenna Ebel 
Week: 2 
Project Name:  Lodgepole Castle Creek Trails 
National Forest:  Sawtooth 
Ranger District:  Ketchem 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 On Saturday we hiked out of our backcountry campsite and set up the one we’re 
currently staying at.  We went into town and saw clean people.  We got food stuff and 
made some calls.  Then we went and chilled at the campsite.  We started our new project 
the next day (on Sunday).  Oh yeah, and we played Potter and stuff, and got stood up by 
Chelsea. 
Erin Gallagher 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our task is to smooth a trail that a machine dug.  We had to take down the berm 
and define the hinge.  We got to push big rocks down a hillside we were working on.  We 
are working in the Sawtooth National Forest on Cow Creek Trail and Mahoney Trail.  
Today, Tuesday, we finished the section of trail that was on Mahoney Ridge.  We are 
doing this because the trail appears to be unfinished and was hard to ride on. 
Josh Frye 



 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goals for the week include waking up early for safety circle, being on 
time to safety circle, finishing the trail on time, being safe while working on the trail and 
around camp, work harder, finish chores quicker so we have more “free time”, only take 
15 minutes at break instead of 17, make sure we stay out of other people’s dimespace, not 
hit ourselves in the shins and try not to upset our crew leader. 
Jason Robertson 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned many important lessons….  One of the very important 
lessons was how to work as a team.  Other important lessons included the following:  
Number one:  Scrappy learned to cook delicious dinner.  Erin learned how to do 30 
pushups in a row.  Bruiser learned he burns very easily.  Jenny learned how to 
comfortably poop outside.  Josh learned “nothing….not this week anyway.”  Belle 
learned that it is really easy to burn refried beans.  Jason learned how to use the 
MacLazy.  Nick learned that he has a passion for rocks.  I learned Muesli is our best 
breakfast option. 
Anna Diem 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We completed our project this week of perfecting/restoring a machine-dug trail at 
Cow creek.  We ate hamburgers, watermelon and potato salad in a thunderstorm and did 
showers and laundry at the same place.  We found lots of cool rocks both at the worksite 
and back at camp, terrorized chipmunks, forgot to turn the propane off, and played lots of 
poker.  Our crew’s official theme song is “Don’t Stop Believin’” by Journey. 
Unsigned 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Jenna Ebel 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  Twisp River Trail 
National Forest:  Okanogan 
Ranger District:  Methow Valley 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 Our crew went to the weekend site outside McCall.  We cleaned out the vans and 
resupplied our food.  Then we went and walked around town for an hour and a half.  
Then we went swimming at Payette Lake for about 3 ½ hours.  Then we went back to the 
camp ground and played around.  Then we ate dinner, did dishes, then we did Saturday 
circle and said at least one thing we were proud of accomplishing, then we played the 
forward-shifter gear box big fun. 
Josh Frye 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week yellow crew is clearing out an eight by ten feet corridor for a trail that 
is going to be made by a machine.  We are in Twisp, Washington in the Okanogan 
National Forest.  The corridor is a 1.5 mile reroute for the Twisp River Trail.  We’re 
rerouting this trail because the original trail is in a flood plain. 
Jennifer Diep 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goals for this week are:  to be on time for stuff, especially in the 
morning, to not lose any more tools and have them all at tool count so we don’t have to 
waste break time looking for them, to have PMA because we have a really chill job, to 
finish our segment of the project on time, to get everyone to at least sort of know how to 
cook, not just Belle, Steve and Jennifer; to all beat our personal best at push-ups and to 
not trip and fall over logs, and to avoid being impaled by sharp pointy objects and to not 
upset bees. 
Erin Gallagher 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Me personally and some of the other guys learned that being mean when you 
don’t mean it in this crew does not fly.  We also learned that we need to pay special 
attention to the tools if we want to keep track of the tools. 
Nick Merrill 
 
Friday 
 
No entry 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Jenna Ebel 
Week: 4 
Project Name:  Indian/Rush Creek Trail 



National Forest:  Payette 
Ranger District:  Council 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Friday we got in late and ate soup spaghetti.  Saturday we had chocolate pancakes 
and blueberry pancakes.  We went swimming at LePage Park.  Nick went fishing and 
caught two fish; one bass, one trout.  The trout had a baby bird in its’ stomach.  Josh and 
Jared did Kamikaze into the water.  It was hilarious. 
Jason Robertson. 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are in Hell’s Canyon doing trail maintenance because brush is overgrowing 
the trail and is ditching it out.. 
Unsigned 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Yellow crew’s goals for the week are to work efficiently so we can meet the 
contact’s expectations for the project.  We also are working on doing chores more 
efficiently to have more free time and do our PH’s (personal histories).  We’re also trying 
to be very careful with our food because we are in bear country (and don’t want to get 
eaten.) 
Jennifer Diep 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned how to make switchbacks and that rock rolling is fun.  We 
also learned to watch out for stinging-nettle when going to the bathroom…especially if 
you are a girl.  We learned how to clean the small cook stoves and that tofu can be good 
if cooked right.  Also that if we help each other out with chores, then everything goes a 
lot faster and we will have a lot more free time. 
Michael Hatchell 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Our crew’s challenge was to repair 200 feet of trail each.  We accomplished four 
switchbacks and a lot of repair work. 
Unsigned 
 



Session:  SCC-E2       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Jenna Ebel 
Week: 5 
Project Name:  Indian Creek Trail 
National Forest:  Payette 
Ranger District:  Council 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we hiked and worked.  We moved our camp to a new spot and 
hiked out to the van to get resupply on Saturday.  On Sunday we worked five hours. 
Unsigned 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are in Hell’s Canyon.  We rebuilt a really long section of trail and then we 
started a really long reroute. 
Josh Frye 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goals for the week are just to have fun these last few days because we 
just finished our last day of work.  Another one of our goals this week is to avoid freezing 
to death (this is an especially important goal at nighttime when the temperature drops to 
non-livable temperatures and during morning when it is way, way too cold) yet another 
one of the goals was to complete the trail, which we did. 
Erin Gallagher 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our crew learned this week that sometimes life throws out obstacles that we have 
to face such as extreme cold and rain.  We learned that time goes by fast when you’re 
having fun, a little patience goes a long way, and that knowing you have no more work to 
do and you’re done with your session is a wonderful feeling. 
Mike Hatchell 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Some challenges were finishing the trail in which we did with lots of hard work 
and determination and getting over the cold.  We eventually got over it and then the sun 



came out.  It felt really good to take off our cold wet rain gear.  Also another big goal was 
to hike out and set up camp somewhere else and to prepare for big clean, so that day we 
hiked out and set up camp six miles away and went to the lake for a couple hours, came 
back, ate dinner, and fell asleep.  Next morning we ate breakfast and packed up and left 
for Whoop ‘Um Up in less than an hour, proving to our leader that with enough 
motivation our crew is capable of doing anything. 
Jared Bennett 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
My most challenging day was the hike into our first backcountry project. 
Josh Frye 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the day on third week when I was in a bad mood 
for most of the day. 
Nick Merrill 
 
My most challenging day was the first day of backcountry—with the hike and setting up 
camp. 
Anna Diem 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was on Monday of the last week where it had been 
raining all day.  The precious day and all our gear and personal belongings were soaked. 
Michael Hatchell 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the morning it rained because it was as cold as 
Sacramento gets in wintertime.   
Erin Gallagher 
 
My most challenging day was the day we hiked in to backcountry first week. 
Jason Robertson 
 
The most challenging day was definitely the first day of backcountry when we had to 
hike in to our camp. 
Jennifer Diep 
 
My most challenging day was Sunday, our half day at work because I was freezing cold 
and wet and when we got back half my sleeping bag was wet.  It took two days to 
completely dry. 
Jared (Scrappy) Bennett 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the first hike into our backcountry campsite the 
first week.  Those couple of days when it rained were pretty miserable too. 
Belle Burch �
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 



 
My three favorite NYC experiences are backpacking, working as a team and building 
trail. 
Josh Frye 
 
They were licking a moose, seeing like 30 fish in a small pool in a creek, and the first day 
I realized how cool my crew is and how much I like every person. 
Nick Merrill 
 
My three favorite experiences were the hike out the first week, seeing Hell’s Canyon and 
moving this huge boulder in the third week. 
Anna Diem 
 
My three favorite NYC experiences were getting dreads, learning how to gut and cook 
fish and getting my free shirt from the laundry place.   
Erin Gallagher 
 
My three favorite NYC experiences were when we all got really good hamburgers made 
by the contact when we finished our trail, watched Erin get dreads, and when we got done 
doing the trail on the last day of work. 
Mike Hatchell 
 
My favorite NYC experiences were the first backcountry hike in, petting Donna, and 
singing “Ding frys are Done”. 
Jason Robertson 
 

1. Moving a huge rock with Nick, Anna, and Steve the third week. 
2. Finishing the second trail we worked on (five miles) and getting to hike all of it 

with our contact. 
3. Working with the amazing view in Hell’s Canyon. 

Jennifer Diep 
 
Three great experiences I had were eating hamburgers and ice cream when Renee, our 
contact, brought them, seeing my parents and girlfriend come during a rec night, and 
meeting Oregon/Washington crew and hanging out at the river along with finishing the 
trail just a couple of hours ago. 
Jared Bennett 
 
My three favorite NYC experiences were: 
-Getting a letter from my best friend the second week in 
-Going to McCall, ID 
-Riding in the van with my crew listening to awesome music after we had completed our 
final day of work. 
Belle Burch�

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 



 
At NYC I learned how to make drain dips and some leadership responsibility. 
Josh Frye 
 
How to tie two different sisal ropes together efficiently. 
Nick Merrill 
 
At NYC I learned how to build trail. 
Anna Diem 
 
I learned how to communicate with people. 
Erin Gallagher 
 
At NYC I learned all types of new trail and to overcome the rail and other obstacles 
during work. 
Michael Hatchell 
 
At NYC I learned how to build trail. 
Jason Robertson 
 
At NYC I learned a ton of teamwork and leadership skills, the anatomy of a trail and 
countless camping/survival tips. 
Jennifer Diep 
 
At NYC I learned not just great social and working skills but to cook really good food for 
nine other people. 
Jared Bennett 
 
At NYC I learned how to dine minimally and how to survive without sufficient alone 
time. 
Belle Burch 

 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
One thing I will always remember is weekending with the Washington/Oregon crew.   
Josh Frye 
 
One thing I will always remember is my friend, Anna. 
Nick Merrill 
 
One thing I will always remember how good you feel after you push yourself farther than 
you thought possible. 
Anna Diem 
 
I will always remember how cold it gets when you go north of California. 
Erin Gallagher 



 
One thing I will always remember is how accomplished you feel after completing each 
trail. 
Mike Hatchell 
 
One thing I will always remember is no one is perfect and everyone has a different 
personality. 
Jason Robertson 
 
I will always remember how good a massage circle and a good stretch will feel after a 
hard day of work. 
Jared Bennett 
 
I will always remember how nice it feels to take your shoes off once in awhile. 
Belle Burch 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
From now on I will always work better as a team.   
Josh Frye 
 
I will always know how to explain cool people. 
Nick Merrill 
 
From now on I will always appreciate hot coffee in the morning. 
Anna Diem 
 
I will always actually eat breakfast and appreciate showers that I don’t have to pay for. 
Erin Gallagher 
 
From now on I will always appreciate all the simple things in life that I usually take for 
granted. 
Mike Hatchell 
 
From now on I will always make money and can things cause it’s fun.   
Jason Robertson 
 
From now on I will always try to be optimistic in any situation because I could always 
relate to NYC. 
Jared Bennett 
 
From now on I won’t complain as much about stupid things and generally remember 
what life is all about.     p. s. I will dance with more enthusiasm. 
Belle Burch 

 
 



Session:  SCC-E2       ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Riley Stark 
Week: 1 
Project Name:  Trail # 117 Victor Creek 
National Forest:  Payette 
Ranger District:  McCall 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today our crew hiked to a trail in the Payette Forest not far from our camp.  We 
began with widening the trailhead and making a drainage dip near the entrance of the 
trail.  Next we filled in a rut where the water has eroded the trail with the median splitting 
the high ground from the low ground.  Then we rerouted a rough trail and blocked off the 
old trail.  Last we began to reroute another trail farther up the mountain.   
Taylor Jones 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are working at the same location today except we went further up the trail to 
re-route; except before that we all worked on finishing the other trail that we had started 
the day before.  After both trails were finished, we moved even further up to begin a new 
reroute. 
Morgan Brennan 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goals for the week is to finish our trail work, doing thing like moving 
rocks, making brand new trails and making sure our contacts are satisfied with our work. 
Nicole Kaufman 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week my crew and I learned teamwork and the hardships of physical labor.  
As a crew we learned how to become a team and work together in an organized manner.  
We have it so easy and we have learned that life isn’t all about a daily shower and a 
television but something we all have to take part in.  The end. 
Lindsey Dickens 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 



 This week our crew labored to get to know one another, work effectively as a 
team and to complete daily tasks we were not necessarily familiar with.  Naturally we 
struggled to remain positive while our muscles protested, but we were able to cooperate 
well in order to make it through our first intimidating, though eye-opening, week of our 
work at Northwest Youth Corps.  I feel in the future that as we grow more attached to 
each other and become less hesitant to open ourselves to those around us, our attitudes 
and work ethic will improve similarly. 
Aerin Truskey 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Riley Stark 
Week:2 
Project Name:  Bilk Mountain Backcountry 
National Forest:  Nez Perce 
Ranger District:  Moose Creek 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend my crew and I went to the weekend site and saw the two other 
crews.  We went on weekend recreation on the Clearwater River and swam with other 
peeps.  Yo. 
Lindsey Dickens 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week our crew is four miles in the backcountry of the Nez Perce National 
Forest.  We are building rock bars for drainage, fixing trail and building switchbacks. 
Thomas Lowney 
 
Wednesday 
 
No entry. 
 
Thursday 
 
No entry. 
 
Friday 
 
No entry. 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       ORANGE 



Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Riley Stark 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  Duck Lake 
National Forest:  Payette 
Ranger District:  Krassel 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today we started on our first day on the new trail.  Some people brushed, some 
popped rocks and others tore out roots.  It was a good first day; everyone was well 
motivated and worked hard.  As a team we work great.  There’s always one or two people 
who could work just a little harder though.  Overall orange crew rules! 
Morgan Brennan 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 So far this week we have been attacked by a very irate two-point buck.  It came in 
the night; Riley and Maggie jumped into action.  Riley in his tennis shoes grabbed a hazel 
hoe while Maggie reached for her trusty Pulaski.  The deer stood his ground, but Riley 
and Maggie did not back down.  Finally after a very long and intense stand off, the deer 
backed down. 
Thomas Lowney 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 So far this week, or should I say day, we started off protecting our garbage from 
being torn apart from squirrels.  Then we went to work.  I say out of three days we got the 
most done today.  We got off at 3:15 pm and wandered to camp.  By the time we got to 
camp, the killer squirrel has got a stomach full of gorp, a water bottle and the flash light.  
When we went to get water, we went to the waterfall.  Everyone but four stayed at the 
bridge.   
Jasmine Frye 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew has tried to stay focused on our work through bad days and 
good, since we’ve sometimes found this difficult.  We miss home at times, but after 
work, rec time has kept our spirits up.  Also we had a new hurdle over which to jump.  
We found (or at least attempted to find) ways of storing camp supplies in places 
impenetrable to squirrels, deer and the like.  Needless to say this has spawned some 
interesting occurrences such as p-gear scattered by ground squirrels and half-eaten bread 



loaves along with a few run-ins with the afore-mentioned resident deer.  Altogether we 
discovered that one can never be too attentive to food storage and cleaning up camp 
properly. 
Aerin Truskey 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 My crew’s challenges this week were keeping the squirrels out of the boxes of 
food and the Gorp.  Our accomplishments this week were making an awesome trail, our 
van started and there were no near death experiences. 
Lindsey Dickens 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Riley Stark 
Week:  4 
Project Name:  Blackmare Creek/Goose Creek 
National Forest:  Payette 
Ranger District:  Krassle, McCall 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend our crew drove to our new campsite only to be told we had to leave 
less than five hours later.  The reason:  FIRE.  We drove to a nearby ranger station and 
proceeded to devour our yummy quesadillas.  While doing dishes, we were once again 
told we had to leave.  The cause once again being wildfire…  We packed our bags, put on 
our helmets, gloves, boots, protective eyewear, etc., and hopped into our helicopters; 
whisked away to McCall where we once again camped at the weekend site.  It was great. 
Nicole Kaufman 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 After much chaos and confusion and, of course, a free helicopter ride, we 
continue our volunteer duty at Ponderosa State Park.  Not only are we staying at a State 
Park, the foremost of all country campsites I’ve stayed in at NYC, we also get to do slash 
piling…  Boring!  We play twenty questions to pass the time and when the day is done 
we’re shuttled by the Forest Service to our new campsite and some real trail work. 
Joris Brinkerhoff 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 



 After our adventurous three days, we have finally gotten back to work.  We are 
working at the Last Chance Campground on a 2.5 mile trail.  Later this week we will 
begin an installation of a bridge, which will be awesome. 
Thomas Lowney 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today our crew began by carrying big logs 2 ½ miles up our trail to the site the 
bridge was being constructed.  Next the crew helped the Forest Service haul 31 foot logs 
to a designated spot near the unconstructed bridge. 
Taylor Jones 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 My crew went through a lot this week.  It started Monday.  Maybe four hours in 
we had to evacuate camp.  The reason being a fire had burned quickly from 4 ½ miles 
away to 1 ½ mile.  
 Within 15 minutes, camp was packed and loaded into the trailer.  We had arrived 
at the Forest Service camp and cooked dinner.  By then the fire we had previously ran 
from had peeked over the hill and started running down.  The people in charge had 
thought it necessary that the only people already there were fire fighters and had 
evacuated us by way of helicopter.  We had arrived at McCall with no work so today we 
had to do a full day of work instead of four hours.  It was definitely an eventful and 
awesome week.  A challenge we overcame was making up all of our hours because 
Monday, Tuesday and part of Wednesday we had done practically no work.  But we got 
pizza which was paid by the tax money (the fire money).  It tasted good. 
  
Mark Petersen 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Riley Stark 
Week: 5 
Project Name:  Pine Creek/Rush Creek 
National Forest:  Payette 
Ranger District: Weiser 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today our crew went to a trail not far from our campsite.  We did several 
activities such as dig new trail and quality controlled trail as well.  Also we installed log 
water bars and retaining walls. 
Taylor Jones 



 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Today we hiked about two miles to the worksite, where we were fixing some 
bogus switchbacks.  The trail was for dirt-bikes so they need approximately a ten-foot 
turning radius and when we got there they were about three feet and way too out-sloped.  
At one o’clock we hiked back and moved camp on the clock, which was strange.  The 
new campsite is quite nice and the trail looks awesome. 
Joris Brinkerhoff 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 My crew’s goals this week were finishing the trail work that we had started and 
keeping a positive mental attitude to get through the last week of session. 
 We worked on ATV trails and modified switchbacks.  We hiked six miles one day 
and then moved camp.  GO NYC! 
Lindsey Dickens 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Thursday was the last day of work for us.  We worked in Hell’s Canyon fixing 
tread and doing quality control on a trail.   
 After work we packed up camp and drove back to town and had pizza.  We then 
drove to the old weekend site and slept there.  It was intense!!! 
Mark Petersen 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week, our last week, was both hard and fast.  We started out the week 
working on a few switchbacks at Seid Creek near Hell’s Canyon.  Then midweek we 
packed up camp and moved an hour down the road.  However this was not an easy task.  
First our battery was dead-again-, then about 50 feet down the road our fire extinguisher 
went off and again our battery died. 
 Finally we made it to our new camp location at Rush Creek.  There we just did 
trail maintenance.  It was a tedious two days, but in the end we finished excited and 
strong.  The past five weeks has been a blast!  ORANGE CREW RULES!!! 
Nicole Kaufman 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
From now on I will look at work with a different perspective and think of hard work as 
something that is smaller than it really is. 



Taylor Jones 
 
I will always respect wildlife (not litter, etc.) and remember to not waste food. 
Morgan Brennan 
 
I will always appreciate real milk and soda. 
Mark Petersen 
 
From now on I will always think about what this summer would be without any one of 
my crew members. 
Jasmine Frye 
 
From now on I will always appreciate milk, a good easy walk and my bed. 
Lindsey Dickens 
 
I will always appreciate what I have at home and to not waste food. 
Thomas Lowney 
 
I’ll always appreciate our world.  AWWW! 
Nicole Kaufman 
 
Avoid peanut butter and jelly. 
Joris Brinkerhoff 
 
Be thankful for fresh produce.  I miss fruit. 
Aerin Truskey 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
At NYC I have learned how to do many things like I know how to build a bridge, make 
water bars and make rock walls. 
Jasmine Frye 
 
I learned how to be more patient with others, motivate myself and get along with others 
from different backgrounds. 
Morgan Brennan 
 
At NYC I learned an assortment of things.  I learned how to build bridges, water bars, 
rock walls, work better with tools and other people. 
Mark Petersen 
 
At NYC I learned patience, how to work in a group environment and I learned a lot about 
myself. 
Lindsey Dickens 
 
At NYC I learned to appreciate my crew and a job well done. 



Taylor Jones 
 
I learned to appreciate what I have and to be grateful. 
Nicole Kaufman 
 
I learned to appreciate what I have at home and to respect bears. 
Thomas Lowney 
 
That Postal Service (the band) sucks. 
Joris Brinkerhoff 
 
At NYC I learned to cope with situations and/or people I do not necessarily like. 
Aerin Truskey 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
My three favorite NYC experiences were my crew, the work my crew did and the places 
we saw. 
Lindsey Dickens 
 
My three favorite experiences were the spectacular views at our worksites, the great food 
everyday (almost) and the time I spent with my friends. 
Nicole Kaufman 
 
My three favorite NYC experiences are hanging out with my crew, the “heli-vac” and 
where we worked. 
Thomas Lowney 
 
Helicopter, Liz, Africa. 
Joris Brinkerhoff 
 
Helicopter, Africa, Dynamite. 
Taylor Jones 
 
I loved the awesome views we had, the helicopter ride and meeting new friends. 
Morgan Brennan 
 
I loved watching the explosions from demolition crew blowing boulders out of the trail.  
The helicopter ride was by far the coolest thing though, and my friends. 
Mark Peterson 
 
I loved the evacuation, all the sights, and everyone on the crew. 
Jasmine Frye 
 

1. Lurkin’ hard, second week because of the dynamite blasting in the valley below. 
2. Funny stretches at safety circle every morning 



3. Our impromptu helicopter evacuation. 
Aerin Truskey 

 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
I will always remember getting evacuated by helicopter due to the wildfire.  That was 
definitely a memory to never forget. 
Morgan Brennan 
 
One thing I will always remember is all the new people and the sights I have seen. 
Jasmine Frye 
 
One thing I will always remember is being evacuated out of a forest fire by helicopter. 
Lindsey Dickens 
 
One thing I will remember is the spot in the Selway Bitterroot in the valley surrounded by 
a creek.   
Taylor Jones 
 
I will always remember the helicopter ride we got because that was freaken awesome! 
Thomas Lowney 
 
I will always remember the helicopter ride we got because that was freakin’ awesome! 
Joris Brinkerhoff 
 
One thing I will always remember is the helicopter ride. 
Mark Petersen 
 
One word.  Helicopter ride.  Errr…two words…. 
Nicole Kaufman 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
My most challenging day was the second to the last workday.  I got sick and had to work 
through the 8 ½ hour day completely exhausted and with the flu. 
Mark Petersen 
 
My most challenging day was when we had to pack camp in 10-15 minutes because there 
was a fire coming towards and having to be evacuated. 
Jasmine Frye 
 
My most challenging day of NYC was the first Monday of second week. 
Lindsey Dickens 
 
My most challenging day @ NYC would have to be Wednesday of second week, we kept 
having to hike up the hill because they were blowing up rock. 



Nicole Kaufman 
 
My most challenging day of NYC is big clean because it is so long and tedious. 
Thomas Lowney 
 
My most challenging day of NYC is big clean because it is so long and tedious. 
Taylor Jones 
 
My most challenging day was when we had backcountry second week—probably 
Wednesday.  There was a lot of hiking involved. 
Morgan Brennan 
 
Second week—hiking for a number of hours with an ill-fitting pack, having never 
backpacked before, and finding that we had hiked ½ mile further than necessary. 
Aerin Truskey 
 
Today when we listened to Postal Service in the van, I didn’t slice my wrists. 
Joris Brinkerhoff 

 
Session:  SCC-E2       BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Mad 
Week: 1 
Project Name:  Little Pend Oreille 
National Forest:  Colville NF 
Ranger District:  
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We’ve just arrived at a beautiful meadow site after a long bus ride.  Tents are up 
and meals are on time (although most of us have been eating junk all day).  The crew is 
new.  Nobody’s really bonded yet—I haven’t spoken with any of the male corps 
members.  Things look good.  Not much can go wrong with a 3:1 crew:staff ratio. 
Thorson Kahn 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe you project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 The crew woke up with the sun bright and early to enjoy our first breakfast 
together.  Still hadn’t met the contact.  When he arrived he brought the news of a 
temporary change; rather than slash piling we would maintain 3-4 miles of an overgrown 
trail apparently used by fire crews.  It was the perfect opportunity for the entire crew to 
get to know each other as well as the trail.  The days are longer and the heat takes its’ toll, 
but the blue crew drinks plenty of water.  There’s a shallow creek close by camp.  The 



water is placid; the swarms of vicious insects seem to make the water still.  Washington 
is beautiful.  We’ll be slash-piling soon… 
Haley Lara 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Really, I have no idea.  We got here thinking we would be slash-piling and then 
ended up building trail so now it’s all kind of iffy.  We might be finishing up our trail, but 
I heard rumor that we’ll actually be slash-piling tomorrow, so we’ll see. 
 Other than working goals, I think that we’re kind of concentrating on group goals 
like getting along better with each other (although we aren’t really doing that bad). 
Tom Glass 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today we did slash piles instead of trail blazing.  That was actually the original 
assignment, but I guess we were needed for a trail Monday.  It was hard mostly on my 
feet from bending over to lift the dead logs and sticks, but I still had great fun making un-
lit bonfires.  I wish I could be there to see the fire lit up! 
Unsigned 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We had three challenges and we accomplished all of them this week.  First we 
cleaned up a trail.  We did about two miles of trail.  It was hard but fun at the same time.  
Then we did slash piling.  That’s where you take most of the stuff off the ground like 
branches and stuff.  Last we pulled weeds.  That was the easy part of the week.  That’s all 
from me. 
Derek Wallace 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Mad 
Week: 2 
Project Name:  07 Sawtooth 
National Forest:  Sawtooth 
Ranger District:  Fairfield 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 We arrived at our starting point of a three mile hike.  We arrived too late to do 
anything so we hiked today and arrived by eleven so we worked half a day!  These 
mountains are beautiful. 
Patsy 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are in the Sawtooths working on a three or four mile re-route.  The trail is 
really steep and some parts are washed out so we’re finished; a re-route that Yarrow’s 
awesomely cool team started!  Adam came and left today. 
Patsy 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week we are trying to bond with each other.  Some of us grate on each others 
nerves.  We are trying to improve our performance. 
Patsy 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned many backcountry techniques, such as how to use the 
whisper lights, how to iodine water, how to assemble a bear hang and how to back pack 
with many pounds on our backs.  We also learned how to work with each other and keep 
a positive mental attitude while digging a trail. 
Darriann Goston 
 
Friday 
 
No entry. 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Mad 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  O7 Sawtooth 
National Forest:  Sawtooth 
Ranger District:  Fairfield 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Friday after work we hiked out of camp and lazily spent the evening back at the 
bus.  Saturday we drove into town.  On our way we encountered two bears, as well as the 



shepherd.  He had told us through his broken English combined with our broken Spanish 
that he’d shot two bears in one neck of the wood, which had claimed six of his sheep.  
The bus rattled through the winding hills.  We got to Fairfield only to find out the Camas 
County Fair and parade was happening.  Most of us got to contact our loved ones back 
home.  For me that always motivates; to keep going after hearing that everything is ok.  
Our swimming plans were dampered by a brief thunderstorm. It cleared quickly and the 
sky was solid blue.  The people in Fairfield were extremely welcoming to us.  All of us 
wandered for the day and got to know a bit more about what happens way out here.  We 
went back to where we’d been camped, relaxed and prepared for the hike back in the 
morning.  The crew began to congregate back at our camp in the early afternoon.  
Everyone did as they pleased.  I think balance as well as acceptance is starting to be 
omnipresent on our crew and will continue to develop. 
Haley Lara 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our project this week is to remake an old trail and make it ORV accessible.  The 
wind has been blowing pretty hard.  The squirrels have been stealing our food.  We 
noticed the squirrels are fatter by the bus than up here. 
Patsy 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week the blue crew’s goal was to finish the trail that we were working on.  
Another goal of ours was to get along and stay positive towards each other and work at 
all times.  Today we completed the trail and just have to do quality control for the rest of 
the week.  I feel that our crew is accomplishing all of our goals so far. 
Darriann Goston 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned a lot about trail and quality control.  We also learned a lot about 
plants and stuff.  Our crew has learned a lot this week. 
Derek Wallace 
 
Friday 
 
No entry. 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Mad 
Week: 4 



Project Name:  Chocolate Gulch 
National Forest:  Sawtooth 
Ranger District: Ketchum 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 My crew went swimming and some of our parents came.  It was a fun weekend. 
Derek Wallace 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our crew is camped out near a Ketchum ranger post.  There are two horses, two 
males and sometimes three contact’s dogs.  We are eating well; our second watermelon in 
as many days.  Our new rover, Maggie, has fit in well with her crew and is a wonderful 
and sunny presence combating our crew’s occasionally cloudy attitude.  We have been 
greatly concerned by the animals. 
Thorson Kahn 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew finished Cow Creek today.  Most of it was ready for pink flagging.  It 
was long and hot, but it was worth it when people passed voicing their gratitude.  We 
moved camps to be near Chocolate Gulch.  I will miss the horses at our old camp but our 
contact will still bring the dogs, Molly and Luna.  The ROCK!  
Unsigned 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week:  
 We wake up late,  
 And sometimes miss breakfast too,  
 But that doesn’t stop us, 
 Because we’re the Blue Crew. 
 We work hard and fast,  
 And sometimes we have a blast. 
 With our irresistible personalities  
 And stunning looks, 
 We got baked goods from a local cook. 
 We make beautiful trail, 
 Which is much appreciated.  
 And for that we got a very large donation, 
 So a large bill in hand 
 A pizza is fetched 



 And with stomachs full,  
 We settle down 
 For a good nights rest. 
Nokomis Baze 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This morning forbidding clouds rose behind the mountains; low rolling thunder 
announcing the storms arrival.  We secured our belongings in the tents and packed our 
rain gear to work for the first time this session.  Though the sky was heavy with rain, all 
that came of the storm was a pleasant shade and a handful of raindrops.  Behind the storm 
there was only blue skies. 
 Our crew split up to cover various projects along the trail.  We built several rock 
structures maintained many bridges and did some general tread repairs. 
 The day was hot but the variety of work and the appreciative greetings of the local 
folk made it go by quickly.  It is a shame we must leave such vocal people and such a 
beautiful place. 
Thorson Kahn 
 
Session:  SCC-E2       BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue (Kind of purple 
Crew Leader:  Mad 
Week: 5 (ha ha ha ha ha!) 
Project Name:  Priest Lake Turnpike 
National Forest:  Sawtooth 
Ranger District: Ketchum 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We drove from the Sawtooth Mountains to the Panhandle.  It was a nine hour 
drive.  We also stopped in Hometown.  There was a big flea market.  It was cool.  That’s 
what we did this weekend. 
Derek Wallace 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week were building turnpikes to get rid of muddy sections of trail.  Last 
night Derek got hypothermia and got evacuated by boat.  Today went by really slow so I 
hope it goes slow here at camp. 
Unsigned 
 
Wednesday 
 



Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Why would we have goals on the last week?  All we’re doing is playing on the 
beach and skipping rocks.  Last night we slept on the beach.  Me and Nokomis threw 
rocks under starlight and watched the ripples while everyone else did their own things.  
We have an ongoing family reunion.  That is awesome.  They play great music.  
Backcountry rules! 
Patsy 
 
Thursday 
 
No entry. 
 
Friday 
 
No entry. 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
My three favorite NYC experiences were Priest Lake, the Fairfield’s parade and our view 
of the Sawtooth Mountains. 
Darriann Goston 
 
Three of my most favorite NYC experiences are/were when we were on our last day in 
Washington and seeing two moose.  My second would have to be getting $100 from a 
lady who lived in Ketchum/Sun Valley area and my final one would have to be sleeping 
on the beach @ Priest Lake. 
Adrian Van Every 
 
My fav experiences were:  Entering third week weekend site blasting jock jams.  Dinner 
every night!  I loved everyone of them.  Swimming in Priest Lake. 
Kashmir Sutherland 
 
Swimming in Priest Lake, playing dice in the tent, and hiking to a tent in the Sawtooths. 
Thorson Kahn 
 
My three favorite NYC experiences were the views and stars in the Sawtooths and Priest 
Lake, backcountry and everywhere.  Swimming in clear warm water everywhere…  Dice 
and hot drinks at night and finding bones… 
Haley Lara 
 
My three favorite experiences were sleeping under the stars, exploring the forests of the 
Sawtooths and swimming in Priest Lake. 
Jayne LePore 
 
Climbing to a ridge in the Sawtooth, swimming in Priest Lake, the last hour of work this 
session… 



Nokomis Baze 
 
Playing dice in the tents, standing on the windy ridge in the Sawtooths, watching the 
moon go down over Priest Lake. 
Unsigned 
 
Seeing wildlife, finding a cave at Priest Lake and swimming in Priest Lake. 
Unsigned 
 
Wrestling with Derek, talking with crew members, working. 
Patsy 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
At NYC I learned a lot of technical skills.  I also learned how to be more patient with 
people and how to work very hard. 
Darriann Goston 
 
Being at NYC, I’ve learned how to be more patient, how to control my temper and when 
to respect the authorities… 
Adrian Van Every 
 
How to play cards. 
Kashmir Sutherland 
 
Dice, working and better understanding. 
Thorson Kahn 
 
I learned about myself as a leader and my ability to influence/impact the community 
immensely; also how to reach out and speak to others in a way that makes them 
comfortable around me. 
Haley Lara 
 
I learned that I need to be more productive with my life.  I need to take advantage of the 
opportunities handed to me, and after this program, I am capable of doing anything 
independently. 
Jayne LePore 
 
I learned good working skills and communication skills. 
Nokomis Baze 
 
Many, many technical skills, and that I am in full control of my own life and that I need 
to express myself how I want. 
Tom Glass 
 
At NYC I learned about the wild. 



Unsigned 
 
Work, friendship, Gorp- mining. 
Patsy 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
  
One thing I will always remember is to give other people a chance before you judge 
them. 
Darriann Goston 
 
There’s not just one thing I’ll remember about NYC, but many things…  But one that 
sticks out was I will always remember that you need to have a lot of patience with 
people… 
Adrian Van Every 
 
I will always remember the drama mixed with the love. 
Kashmir Sutherland 
 
Saving the bat and seeing a grizzly, which are actually my two favorite experiences. 
Thorson Kahn 
 
I will always remember the people I got to know and the places I saw and that if you’re 
cold, you should let someone know, and the nine out of ten times one is walking alone in 
the woods, you’re being stalked by a large cat. 
Haley Lara 
 
Feeling extremely satisfied and accomplished for completing the program. 
Jayne LePore 
 
Mad, because she influenced me and inspired me in a very positive way. 
Nokomis Baze 
 
Watching the moon go down over Priest Lake with Haley, Jayne and Darriann.  
Tom Glass 
 
All the friends I made here. 
Unsigned 
 
All the people I made friends with and talked to. 
Patsy 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
From now on I will always appreciate and respect the earth. 
Darriann Goston 



 
From now on I will always respect Nature and any such trail or anything like that… 
Adrian Van Every 
 
Be more physically active and go to the gym more often. 
Kashmir Sutherland 
 
Respect other’s differences and abilities. 
Thorson Kahn 
 
From now on I will always respect others for exactly who they are and encourage them to 
keep wandering, discovering and exploring themselves and the earth. 
Haley Lara 
 
I will always strive to put my full potential into my life, be an advocate for myself and 
never just float along. 
Jayne LePore 
 
From now on I will always give everyone a chance and never give up on anything. 
Nokomis Baze 
 
See myself as more of a leader figure in groups. 
Tom Glass 
 
Try different foods. 
Unsigned 
 
Eat less sugar. 
Patsy 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the first day of work because I didn’t know what 
to expect. 
Darriann Goston 
 
My most challenging day was the day we hiked up to our work site on the Sawtooths… 
Adrian Van Every 
 
The most challenging day for me…was the day after I was sick.  I was depressed and 
people were irritated. 
Kashmir Sutherland 
 
The second day of the fourth week I had to walk very far to get water we left at the 
trailhead.  I hated everyone. 
Thorson Kahn 



 
The most challenging day this session was mid-fourth week.  I was really down in spirits, 
which made me really weak physically and emotionally it was difficult to conquer and 
overcome. 
Haley Lara 
 
The most challenging day of the session was the first because I realized I had 34 days to 
go. 
Jayne LePore 
 
First day of fourth week, it was a slow day and I was burnt out. 
Nokomis Baze 
 
The first day because I didn’t expect it to be that difficult. 
Tom Glass 
 
The first week because I was not in shape. 
Unsigned 
 
My most challenging day would be my hike into the Sawtooths. 
Patsy. 


