
Dear NYC graduates, 
 
Well, it’s that time of year here at NYC, with the final tool count completed and the rigs 
neatly tucked into their winter parking spaces, its time to sit back, reflect on the season 
and start recounting the tales of adventure and hardship that you’ll someday tell your 
grandkids.  This journal is a small reflection of your crew’s experiences this year; 
footnotes, scribbled at the end of a long day by hands aching from swinging a tool.  To 
anyone else who hasn’t lived outside for over a month, done a safety circle at 5:30 AM, 
done the pushup-challenge, or chugged a gallon of vesper, these notes might not seem 
like much.  But I hope that for you they are a small key to unlocking memories that will 
stay with you for a lifetime.  And I’m not just referring to memories of smelly vans, 
blistered feet, and poison oak rashes.  Sure that’s all part of the gig; but it’s the shared 
hardships that bring people together and forge memories of good friends, great 
achievements, and incredible places. 
 
Thank you for taking on the adventure of NYC this season.  With your commitment, 
courage and hard work NYC crews have left a lasting legacy.  While you were slogging 
through the woods, huddling around the fire, sharpening pulaskis, or finishing the last 
remnants of a too-large meal; up to twenty-five other crews were doing the same things 
across Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and Northern California.  The work completed by 
NYC crews went farther than ever before, pleased a record number of project sponsors, 
helped out the natural areas and communities in the Northwest, and, most importantly, 
showed the general public that teens are responsible enough to complete a hard job with 
style! 
 
A few of the amazing things accomplished during the 2007 field season by the North 1 
program at NYC: over 3,000 feet of new trail constructed, over 22.8 miles of existing 
trail maintained, 148 drainage structures installed, 185 ft. of retaining wall built, 12 ft. of 
bridge built, 16.25 acres of trees pruned, 1230 ft of fence constructed, 49 steps installed, 
10 logs bucked out, and over 13 acres of noxious weeds eradicated.   
 
As you embark on your next adventure, whatever it may be, remember the things you did 
here.  Remember the challenges you faced and that nothing is impossible.  All you need 
is a fistful of GORP, a PB&J and some good friends in your bump line.  Make it happen! 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
 
 
 
Julie Romig 
Program Coordinator 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ORANGE 
 
Session:  SCC-N1 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Melissa Bennett 
Week:  1 
Project Name:  SCC-ODF 
National Forest:  Tillamook 
Ranger District:  Tillamook 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this Monday: 
 We dug trails, and we moved rocks, and we also had all meals, and we prepared 
ourselves for our work day tomorrow. 
Brandon Kelley 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 



 The reason why I’m here is to get away from the city.  Have a good time with 
other people.  Most important of all is so I can get some cash so I can put it towards my 
truck so I can find and get to a full time job. 
Zachary R. Belcher 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This is the first week of NYC and everyone is still getting to know one another.  
We have a very diverse crew, but I have faith that we can make it through as a strong 
awesome team.  We’ve already showed that we can work hard and well together so 
conquering our challenges will be completely possible.  I’m excited about the coming 
weeks and all the things we’ll experience together. 
Coral Backman 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 After a week of hard work, the crew planned a lot.  We got to learn how to 
communicate while pushing rocks, swinging tools.  The crew leader taught us skills and 
basic safety concerns.  We experienced what a tough day of working eight hours straight 
is and learned how to use tools.  We did chores and learned to do special things to make 
the life at camp easier and making it a familiar place. 
Vince Mantrand 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This first week was hard just getting used to everything.  The rocks were heavy 
and the trails were hard to get right but all in all the orange crew did it.  We pushed 
ourselves really hard. 
Melissa Hill 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N1 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Melissa Bennett 
Week:  2 
Project Name:  North Umpqua Scotch broom 
National Forest:  Umpqua 
Ranger District:  North Umpqua 
 
Monday 
 



Free write: 
 Why would I throw little Pato?  Because Pato couldn’t make potatoes, and plus he 
is a punk.  If I’m still hungry-I’ll wait chipmunk and munch  and bunch and crunch it like 
GORP for lunch and Zack be careful not to hunch-and quickly get a scrunch for Jamie’s 
hair because beware-it’s lookin’ really rave and scarin’ me like Brandon MontClaire 
when he’s maxin’ more than his share-cuz Brandon shaving is caring.   
Kal Fleming 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why?   
 This week we are pulling Scotch boom, it’s because a Scottish man brought it 
over thinking they were beautiful plants, however they were too hardy and thus we try 
and keep the population down.  It was hot in the afternoon but cold in the morning and I 
fell asleep with my mouth open on the bus.   
Nicole (Cote) Wyatt 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
If you could be an animal, what would you be and why? 
 I would be a fast bird so I could see the world; going across the seas to see other 
countries.  Traveling and sleeping and pooping on people. 
Patricio “Pato” Rellergert 
 
Thursday 
 
Heat +blackberries +no H20 = 
 If you do not stay hydrated you will pass-out.  No joke, so drink up, especially me 
because black attracts HEAT. 
Brandon Kelley 
 
   
Friday 
 
 So today was pretty…blah.  We drove awhile to the first worksite and then 
walked 20 minutes to pick like ten Scotch broom plants.  Fun stuff…  Then we drove 
some more, picked some more Scotch broom, drove more, picked more, etc.  That was 
pretty much it. 
Jamie Schultz 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N1 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Melissa Bennett 



Week:  3 
Project Name:  Mount Rainier Wonderland Trail 
National Forest:  Mount Rainier National Park 
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
 Today we drove seven hours to our new camp site; it was ok though because we 
still arrived at three-ish.  We are in a mountain lion area so the first thing we had to do 
was pee in a circle around our campsite.  It’s cold and has been raining off and on since 
we got here, but luckily nothing can put our crew in a bad mood!  It’s a weird feeling 
having backcountry food and being at a campsite with flush toilets and a water pipe but 
we can pretend that we hiked into the middle of no where. 
Julie Van Winkle 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We arrived in Washington.  It was cold, rainy and everyone was in a good mood.  
Our project is to brush a trail.   
Zack Belcher 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today went extremely slow but the ride back to camp was the best part of today.  
It’s kinda nice to sit down after a long day of work. 
Melissa Hill 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today we finished the first site.  We did one SEED in a visitor center where I 
spent all the time looking at MM8.  I learned a lot.  Right now we’re trying to catch a 
squirrel which will probably be in the tree by the time I’ve written this.  Today is hump 
day and we had a little “call on me” stretch at safety circle. 
Nicole (Cote) Wyatt 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 



 This week was difficult for orange crew because we had an easy, tedious job.  We 
were brushing a beautiful trail (the Wonderland Trail) near Mount Rainier.  We played a 
lot of games to keep us busy while lopping, sawing, and swamping brush off the trail.  
We saw some amazing sites and wild animals.  We went to an awesome visitor’s center 
for one of our SEEDS, had beans three nights in a row, saw a brown bear, a fox and ate 
backcountry food. 
Coral Backman 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N1 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Melissa Bennett 
Week:  4 
Project Name:  ODF-Wilson River Trail 
National Forest:  Tillamook State Forest 
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
If you could change something about the “world” what would it be and why? 
 Privacy—one of the many unfortunate experiences I went through was a complete 
lack of privacy and respect of what you worked hard for such as snooping on my 
computer going into my past basically giving me nothing for what I worked for.  I wish in 
society by its standards, it would be highly inappropriate for people to get in other 
people’s business. 
(Unsigned) 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this wee; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are at the same site we were at first week.  This time it’s harder because we’re 
working further down the trail and we lost one crew member.  However we’ve passed 
hump day and like they say, it’s all down hill from here.  By the way, I’m really excited 
because we’re camping next to a Teens and Trails crew and they’re wood boss is my first 
crew leader and I’m looking forward to seeing her and one of my crew (Wookee) dyed 
her hair. 
Coral Backman 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
What fish would you be? 
 I would be a pike minnow cuz they have a small name but are huge.  Kind of like 
me.  I look small but I can make big things or accomplish big things. 
Patricio “Pato” Rellergert 



 
 
Thursday 
 
What does “simplicity” mean to you? 
 It is something simple.  Like living in the city rather than living in the forest for 
six weeks.  Simplicity means “chill time!” 
Melissa Hill 
 
(Mmmm…not really.)  
 
 
Friday 
 
If “all the freaky people make the beauty of the world” then what does that look 
like? 
 Like 11 dirty people all wearing the same clothes walking into a community pool 
building, like Cole shaving her head, Vince and his vesper lipstick, like Jamie and her 
funny looks and voice, like Pato and his obsession with fire, like Wookee walking around 
in her sleeping bag, like Kal picking his nose on the clock, everything about Coral, like 
Zach’s outlook on life, like Melissa’s sound effects and trail songs.  That is what the 
beauty of the world look like. 
Julie Van Winkle 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N1 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Melissa Bennett 
Week:  1 
Project Name:  Daly Lake Access 
National Forest:  Willamette 
Ranger District:  Sweet Home 
 
Monday 
 
You have five days left on this planet…unlimited amounts of money—what would 
you do? 
 Buy a rocket ship fly to the moon with my bestest friend and bring stuff to sustain 
life on the moon.  Then I would live happy ever after. 
Patricio “Pato” Rellergert 
 
 
Tuesday 
 



 Have PMA!  Why don’t ya!  We are building ADA trail!  Four feet tall, 75 inches 
long – Dang that’s big stuff.  The lake is absolutely beautiful and crystal clear.  If only 
there were bigger fish in it so that we could feast down. 
Kal Fleming 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 If you could be any celebrity, who and why? 
 I would be Angelina Jolie because she is with Brad Pitt and OMG, he’s sooo sexy 
and she’s just lucky.  Also, she lives in Africa and that’s pretty chill. 
Jamie Schultz 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned how to build an ADA retaining wall and mosquito suck a lot. 
Zachary Belcher 
 
 
Friday 
 
If you had to eat leftovers for the rest of your life, what would they be and why? 
 Spaghetti, because spaghetti is better the second time around. 
Melissa Hill 
 
Session:  SCC-N1 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Melissa Bennett 
Week:  6 
Project Name:  Fort to Sea Trail 
National Forest:  Lewis and Clark National Park 
Ranger District:    Fort Clatsop National Monument 
 
Monday 
 
Where’s Waldo? 
 Cole is underneath the tarp in the kitchen area with everyone else.  Astoria 
Oregon, USA. 
Nicole Wyatt (Cole) 
 
 
Tuesday 
 



Why do we argue so much? 
 Because it’s the only way to show our love!!!  Why do we hate each other so 
much?  Because we show too much love!!! 
Favel 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
NYC Uniform…What would it look like if you could design it? 
 There wouldn’t be uniforms (except for necessary PPG) b/c I think people should 
have a choice in what they wear. 
Jamie Schultz 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned how to have fun while on the clock. 
 
 
 
Friday 
 
LAST DAY!!  ANTICIPATIONS…?  WHAT ARE THEY? 
 I feel like I will wake up in cold sweat for some time after this and I will be afraid 
to sit down when it’s not tool count.  I will try to manage w/out you—all of your really 
nice comments, but I might cry from time to time.  Sike—nice to know ya, peace out, 
stay up, Ash, Melaika—my brothers & sisters—I will be chillin’ in two days & I will 
miss you. 
I anticipate having a real good week off, then coming back and meeting more people like 
you.  Can’t wait… 
Kal Fleming ?  
 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 

 
The experience, my crew leader, independence…   
Vince Mantrand 
 
Seeing Mount Rainier b/c it was pretty chill.   
Jamie Schultz 
 
Making the best out of bad things and the most out of the nothing.   
Kal Fleming 
 
The second week, we were above the clouds…   



Melissa Hill 
 
The last week was so special!  I’ll always treasure it in my memories.   
Nicole (Cole) Wyatt 
 
I will remember everything, and I’ll tell all the stories over and over just like I did for 
BLP. 
Julie Van Winkle 
 
I’ll never forget my crazy crew and how angry people got at one another over 
everything… 
Coral Backman 
 
Raccoons scaring us at night….  The crew, the food (beans), fishing… 
Patricio “Pato” Rellergert 
 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
Know how to make decisions, respect the environment, eat leftovers… 
Vince Mantrand 
 
From now on I will always try to respect other points of views.   
Zachary Belcher 
 
From now on I will never dump my used carpets in the woods where people will have to 
dig it up to make trail. 
Julie Van Winkle 
 
From now on I will always hold my anger in.   
Melissa Hill 
 
From now on I will always eat better food than NYC food. 
Jamie Schultz 
 
From now on I will have more patience.   
Patricio “Pato” Rellergert 
 
Brush my teeth.   
Kal Fleming 
 
Defend myself if it is worth it and ignore the small stuff.   
Nicole (Cole) Wyatt 
 
Celebrate hump day.   
Coral Backman 



 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 

 
Learning trail work and skills; learning how to use a tool; learning how to live with 
others. 
Vince Mantrand 
 
Compromise; how to make my underwear last seven days; how to push my limit… 
Kal Fleming 
 
How to deal with a lot of different types of people—also I learned how to be “a REAL 
MAN” 
Jamie Schultz 
 
How to swing a tool. 
Melissa Hill 
 
I learned how to get along with others without losing my temper.   
Zachary Belcher 
 
1)  I learned a lot more about being social.  I defend your tolerance and what you believe 
in.  2)  Always be nice and explain things.  3)  Be neutral, don’t glob with just your 
group. 
Nicole (Cole) Wyatt 
 
I learned that sometimes your first impressions are completely wrong, other times they 
are dead on.  
Julie Van Winkle 
 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
Working with a crew and sharing with the community by helping others, living with 
others…Experiencing hard work, being away from the city, being dirty, learning skills… 
Being away from house without parents and feeling more independent.   
Vince Mantrand 
 
Second week when Vince, me, and Zack were sleeping outside and we heard raccoons 
and Vince and I hid under our sleeping bags and Zack went to check it out.   
Patricio “Pato” Rellergert 
 

1. working hard and taking out a lot of blackberries 
2. Being away from my town so I could think and clear my mind 
3. camping 

Zachary Belcher 



 
All of it, of course!  But if I must choose, 1) the first day, 2) hump day third week-third 
day, 3) the last day.  Love ya NYC! 
Nicole (Cole) Wyatt 
 
My three favorite experiences were the river/log bridge at our Mount Rainier work site, 
the super fun rec trips to beach/lakes, and getting to know all new people.   
Coral Backman 
 
Hiking the trail we made last year on a rec trip, pancake sandwiches, everyone hanging 
out together at camp and watching the sunset/sunrise/fog… 
Julie Van Winkle 
 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
The most challenging day this session was the day of blackberry in the sun.  The single 
most challenging task was removing carpet on the old logging rad that is now a trail.  It 
really made me feel like I was in the wilderness. 
Julie Van Winkle 
 
The most challenging day this session was the first day.  Just trying to get along with 
everyone and getting to know everyone. 
Zachary Belcher 
 
The third day on the first week, I was aching all over and still working eight hours the 
whole day. 
Nicole (Cole) Wyatt 
 
My hardest day this session was when I carried the bag of raingear and I had foot rot.  It 
hurt so it was hard. 
Coral Backman 
 
The hardest day was the third day when I messed up my back really bad and I was 
thinking of quitting but I didn’t. 
Zachary Belcher 
 
All the long and pointless arguments… 
Melissa Hill 
 
The day we had to chop out blackberries in the hot sun and it literally felt like I was 
burning in hell.  Not so fun.   
Jamie Schultz 
 
When people were annoying, I learned to have more patience. 
Patricio “Pato” Rellergert 



 

 
BLUE 

 

 
 
Session:  SCC-N1 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Mo Wieser 
Week:  1 
Project Name:  Northbank Ranch 
National Forest: Roseburg BLM 
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Nervous, afraid, ready for another session; all these words and many more could 
only begin to say what everyone was feeling.  Confusion was the feel, at least for me.  
The weekend was high energy with games, gathering, and lots of information on what is 
to be done on the job, and camp.  At night the games and gatherings were much more 
relaxed and free-flow.  “And good-bye NYC” as the crews were split and began to 
prepare to leave.  When all is said and done, the weekend was great and the energy was 
powerful. 



Derrick LeFave 
 
  
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Well, we are outside of Glade on the Northbank cutoff road working on the 
northbank habitat area.  We are replacing a fence—taking out posts, putting new ones in, 
messing with barb wire, clipping it to posts and whatever else.  We are working in the 
85° sun but on the top of a beautiful mountain with an awesome view of the town, we 
can even see our tents in some places but yeah, that’s work for this week.   
Greg Harding 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 First day goal was to tear down all fencing and get started on pounding in new 
ones.  Second day goal was to get to build an H-brace and get fence built to the H-brace.  
Third day was to get to the top of the hill with everything built.  Fourth to get to the 
middle of the new H-brace.  Also we have a goal of getting dishes done in 10 minutes.  
So far, we have been doing well. 
Keith Maddock 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today the team will help keep each other to drink a lot of water.  The crew 
learned to build a fence and the crew’s feeling and how to be different and that’s it.  And 
Ben, happy birthday and I learned to stay away from Poison.Oak. 
Keith Maddock 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 All of our crew worked together to lop branches, roll up fence and barbed wire 
and take out clips.  We all did our best and got the job done.  We were quickly done with 
laundry and showers and got here one minute early-before any other crew showed up.  
Then we helped out a lot with chores and we were pumped!  Overall the day was great. 
Unsigned 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N1 
Crew Color:  Blue 



Crew Leader:  Mo Wilson 
Week:  2 
Project Name:  Aumsville Ponds 
National Forest:  Marion County Parks & Recreation  
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend. 
 On Friday we showed all the other crews just how much of a family we could be 
and how much we could do when united.  All the other crews really appreciated our help 
and in a way every crew bonded.  I was actually sad to see them go.  The free time we 
had was really refreshing and the people were so nice.  Once we were cut away from all 
of the nonsense back before we all came here we could connect freely with newer people 
and build ourselves inside.  That to me is awesome.   
Travis Fahrner 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Well this awesome crew’s project this week is building a bridge putting slips in 
the ground and finishing with trail and going to build our observation deck.  We are at 
Aumsville and it gets really hot so we have to hydrate a lot.  We are doing these projects 
and we are doing them like a team and growing together. 
Unsigned 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals have been to get all the gravel from the two piles and spread it down 
the trail.  So far we have done it.  Also we are to get the bridge done today.  We have to 
also put steps in on some steep[ parts of the trail.  We also have planned to get an 
observation deck put in but is very doubtful.  I believe that if we push it and stick it out, 
we could get it done because we are bigger, faster, stronger, more elite than any other 
crew. 
Keith Maddock 
 
   
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We have learned how to build bridges and steps for the Aumsville’s Pond.  We 
also have learned how to respect the environment by clearing up after ourselves and we 
have figured out a lot about each other, especially not to get poison Oak because if you 



are like Ben you could get a creepy rash and end up with a good itch.  It’s like he pooped 
his pants! 
Keith Maddock 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We have completed a bridge, steps, and gravelling a trail.  Some of our challenges 
have been with our crew.  It’s the second week and we are just now starting to get along 
but we have pushed through and are getting a lot done.  Our crew is solid but I believe 
that overcoming the challenges at building bridges and steps with crew dysfunction we 
did extremely well this passed week. 
Keith Maddock 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N1 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Mo Wilson 
Week:  3 
Project Name:  Clackamas River Trail 
National Forest: Mt. Hood National Forest 
Ranger District:   
 
PICTURE BY SAMI MCKINLEY—CARTOON LIKE… 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are camping in Indian Henry campsite:  our job is to clear out trail of brush.   
 
Derrick Lefave 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
How has the past week been for your crew? 
 The past three weeks of hard labor and painful hikes has made this crew amazing.  
We all have a great attitude for one another and a great time too, thanks to our awesome 
crew leader who has showed us how to become what we are—a solid crew of BLUE!!  
We’ve learned from each other, laughed at others as well.  We still have three weeks and 
we are pumped for the challenge as well as the fun times to be had and shared. 
Ben Foster 
 
 



What was your favorite moment so far here at NYC? 
 CARTOON DEPICTING WASHING HAIR AT SILVER FALLS. 
Sami McGuinley 
 
 
Friday  
 
What was your favorite NYC Dish cooked? 
 My favorite NYC dish was a meal cooked by my lovely crew of chefs was the 
lasagna dinner, which was nice and warm all the way through and could have anyone 
drooling over it and could drop you to your knees. 
Unsigned 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N1 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Mo Wilson 
Week: 4 
Project Name:  Mt. Rainier Wonderland Trail 
National Forest: Mt. Ranier National Park 
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We went to the beach on our rec trips then when we got back most of us got to see 
our parents.  We all ate dinner together and then we had Saturday circle then when to 
bed. 
Greg Harding 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are staying at Mt. Rainier National Park doing lots of hiking to do a little 
brushing. 
Greg Harding 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 To make it through this crazy week of long hours, long hikes, and long drives to 
take a person to a bus station, and find people doctors and meds.  We’ve been getting 
back to bed at like 10 at night and still getting up at 6 to make it to work on time and with 
PMAs! 



Greg Harding 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned that quitting isn’t something that should be the first thing on your 
mind.  Hiking 11 miles is really not worth doing because it is ridiculous even if it was a 
beautiful site to see somewhat.  Not getting enough sleep makes lots of people crabby.  
Trying to find meds isn’t fun or even finding a doctor that would take someone with a 
sore back, saying well your back is sore well duh.  Doctors don’t know much.  You come 
in for something and that is the first thing they say.  Well that is what I learned I don’t 
know about anyone else on my crew. 
Robin Simmons 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 With blisters and chaffing hiking was all we did this week.  Monday we hiked 11 
½ miles, which we earned 11 ½ hours. Challenges were trying to find work. We found it 
Thursday. 
CRAZY WEEK  (To the tune of O. A. R.) 
It was a crazy week of hiking 
 Crazy week of hiking 
Mo broke her back,  
 Broke her back 
Lost two kids down the trail Monday,  
 Two kids down the trail 
One never came back, 
 Never came back. 
It was a crazy week of hiking, 
Went to find Mo’s meds, 
 Mo’s meds. 
Bought 22 hamburgers 
 22 burgers. 
Sami got confused 
 Sami got confused. 
It was a crazy week of hiking, 
 Watch out for deer 
 
Keith Maddock 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N1 
Crew Color:  Blue 



Crew Leader:  Mo Wilson 
Week:  5 
Project Name:  
National Forest: Oregon Department of Forestry 
Ranger District:  Astoria State Forest   
 
Monday 
 
What have you learned so far at NYC? 
 I have learned a lot so far.  Like I need to drink lots of water and how to work and 
live with people and camp a lot too.   
Sami McKinley. 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are building completely new trail.  It’s through some thick vegetation.  We are 
building new trail because it goes from a campground to a lake and will be a cool trail.  
Also we are working really close to a Teens and Trails crew and they seem to be working 
hard. 
Keith Maddock 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals are to build new trail through a dense forest and make sure it looks real 
good for our contact.  One other thing is to be better than the Teens and Trails crew just a 
few feet away. 
Eric Salazar 
 
 
Thursday 
 
What was the coolest sight you ever saw? 
 Once I saw a bear in tennis shoes.  A dirty bear…  he sized me up, I sized him up.  
It was cool. 
Eric Salazar 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We have finished a few sectors of new trail and did well.  With Leslie leaving, it 
has made it hard, but we pushed through our two days.  We miss her already with 



troubles with the control and with people leaving.  One of our big accomplishments is 
overcome.  The first to fifth week with:  1st P-ock, 2nd hauling wood and falling into the 
lake, 3rd have sick amounts of miles [o hike], 4th Derrick freaking out and 5th, Leslie 
leaving.  I hope the 6th is the best. 
Eric Salazar 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N1 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Mo Wilson 
Week:  5 
Project Name:  SCC-ODF 
National Forest: Oregon Department of Forestry 
Ranger District:  Astoria 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 What has made this session a memorable experience? 
 The sights, the sounds, the people and the projects. 
Unsigned 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Most challenging day at NYC was? 
 It’s a toss up between hiking 11 ½ miles on Mt. Ranier because it was long and 
pointless and Derrick went crazy or it might be working a day on a trail because it rained 
all day and we had to re-do a lot of stuff.  Teens and Trails messed up like not throwing 
the duff out of the soil. 
Keith Maddock 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals have been to get to the creek crossing and so far we seem to be making 
it.  I really enjoy how we are back at this trail.  It’s cool to come back and look at it again. 
Keith Maddock 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 



 We have come to realize that we are a crew and we have achieved so much 
together and we could do more.  Either way the greater BLUE has formed into an 
unstoppable driving force. 
Keith Maddock 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
Some of our crew’s challenges this week were pretty small like the hike out of work 
being straight up hill and after a hard days work it can be pretty challenging at times. 
Greg Harding 
 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
My most challenging day at NYC would be when the crew and I had to hike up 5 to 6 
miles up the wonderland trail at Mt. Rainier.  Our job was basically to clean up the trail 
and follow some people on horses and swamp what they had cut down, but that’s not 
what made it so challenging.  What made it challenging was the fact that the trail was 
pretty steep at times if not all the time.  We drank water every chance we could so that we 
could stay hydrated enough to keep on working as hard as possible.  This went on all day 
until work was over then we all had to walk down 5 to 6 miles, so total of miles walked 
11 to 12.  That was my biggest challenge at NYC. 
Ben Foster 
 
My most challenging day was the week we had to walk about 26 miles in one week.  
Another thing is that we had to walk up this huge hill the first week.  Putting up with 
people that I am getting tired of being around.  Those were my challenges.   
Robin Simmons 
 
My most challenging day was it was very hot.  It was too hard to work.   
Eric Salazar 
 
My most challenging day was the first day of the second week when I carried gravel a lot. 
Travis Fahrner 
 
Everyday was very challenging for me.  Waking up early, hiking and working a lot; and 
not getting a shower… 
Sami McKinley 
 
My most challenging times would have to be waking up SUPER early every morning and 
the hike up with Kris.   
Brittny Reidhead �  
 



My most challenging times were the fifth week because losing a rover and the contact 
was hard to be with and understand. 
Celene Cook-Cantu 
 
The last week has been hard because it’s rained everyday and it’s tough when the whole 
crew’s PMA is in the dumps. 
Keith Maddock 
 
Monday of the last week because it was cold and wet and raining.  I was also thinking of 
home but also sad about leaving my crew. 
Greg Harding. 
 
My most challenging day was the third day of the third week!  It was hard for me to keep 
my PMA up-which thus made it hard to help others keep it up. 
Mo (Crew leader) 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 My three favorite NYC experiences were when I went to somewhere near 
Roseburg.  That was an amazing first week here at NYC.  The sights were awesome.  We 
were on top of a ridge line with one open view and a nice hot warm blue sky above us.  
The work too was awesome.  It made me feel like everyday was Sunday and it made me 
feel energetic inside.  Then there was this weekend site in Tillamook that we went to and 
for a rec trip that I went on was the cheese factory and then to the beach.  The beach was 
awesome and cool with a relaxing feeling to it.  I got to sit there and chill for a while 
before returning to the base camp.  Last but not least my third favorite experience was on 
the Fourth of July when we got to go to a place called Morton and the fireworks show 
which was filled with amazing sight and a display of flashing colors, too.  The night was 
perfect for the show and what a turn out of people. 
Ben Foster 
 
My three favorite NYC experiences were seeing that I can hike up a big hill.  Knowing 
that I can work.  Getting to see new places and meet new people… 
Robin Simmons 
 
The three most coolest experiences was building the trails and working hard.   
Eric Salazar 
 
My three are:  Finishing Aumsville, hiking Rainier, and finishing this session. 
Travis Fahrner 
 
My three favorite experiences at NYC were hiking up the top of Mt. Rainier and playing 
in the snow, our awesome car rides, and just hanging out on the weekends with 
everybody. 
Sami McKinley 
 



My three favorite experiences would have to be the pretty view at Rainier, being together 
at dinners, and getting to take showers and do laundry every Friday. 
Brittny Reidhead �  
 
My three favorite experiences at NYC was all the hiking so much and doing 11 ½ mile 
hike at Mt. Rainier and doing nothing for work and following all the rules that NYC has.   
Celene Cook-Cantu 
 

1. Riding in the cars because of the bonding… 
2. Working at the work site… 
3. Eating dinner 

 Keith Maddock 
 
The three things that are my favorite are having mud fights, water fights, dirt fights and 
snow ball fights. 
Greg Harding 
 

1. Watching crew change and challenge themselves 
2. Snow/dirt/mud fights 
3. Laughing 

MO 
 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
At NYC I learned how to properly make and maintain a trail.  It sounds easy but it’s good 
hard work if you ask me.  Plus it’s fun if you have a group of kids helping you with the 
project.  Let’s see, I also learned how to identify plants and trees.  It was complicated but 
I finally learned it.  Also I learned more about myself like how far I can push myself and 
what I’m allergic to sadly.  Things that I need to work on to become a better leader as 
well.  
Ben Foster 
 
 I learned how to build new trail.  How to help the newcomers figure out how to do 
things…  Find out that I can make more friends. 
Robin Simmons 
 
I learned to work hard. 
Eric Salazar 
 
Brushing trail and try to make good decisions in working on trail… 
Travis Fahrner 
 
I learned how to put up tents and tarps and do a lot of chores and work and stuff.   
Sami McKinley 
 



At NYC I learned how to do bump lines, put a camp up in 30 minutes and do TONS of 
chores. 
Brittny Reidhead �  
 
What I learned at NYC was setting tents up, cooking for ten people, and making trails 
and what to do to make it pretty.  And how to get along with people for six weeks.  
Celene Cook-Cantu 
 
That working hard and getting and getting prepared is not that hard when you work on it 
because you need to do it anyway 
Keith Maddock 
 
I learned that you can do anything you put your mind to. 
Greg Harding 
 
I learned how to be patient and how to laugh!  Always laugh!  I also learned to enjoy the 
small things. 
Mo (Crew leader) 
 

 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
One thing that I will always remember is my awesome hard working crew.  I will 
remember them because for six weeks we worked hard.  We shed tears, blood and tons 
upon tons of sweat.  We were a solid crew and we could laugh and get along great which 
is cool cause six weeks ago we didn’t even know one another’s name.  We were a team 
led by a great…  an awesome crew leader named Mo.  She was the one who held us 
together and showed us how to have a great time while working.  Mo made this a fun 
session for the crew even though we had to do “STARS” or “DELTAS” or when she was 
mad.  But in all the blue crew had a great session to remember and that’s what I’m going 
to remember. 
Ben Foster 
 
One thing I will always remember is the fun and laughs that blue crew shared.  And also 
the safety circles that we danced in and made new stretches for.  I will always remember 
my new friends.   
Robin Simmons 
 
I will always remember being my best friends forever. 
Eric Salazar 
 
I will always remember the people here and how carefree you can get being here. 
Travis Fahrner 
 
I will always remember the awesome people. 
Sami McKinley 



 
I will always remember the people and fun and hard times we went through together. 
Brittny Reidhead �  
 
I will remember how the blue crew was hard working people and how we stuck together 
so well.  I will also remember the people I met in the six weeks. 
Celene Cook-Cantu 
 
I will remember the whole session because I met some awesome people on the blue crew 
and I enjoy the friendship we’ve created.   
Keith Maddock 
 
I will always remember the times we have in the van! But I will never forget this session 
all the way around. 
Greg Harding 
 
I will always remember the carefree feeling our crew had.  Everyone got along so well.  I 
will also always remember the water/mud fights. 
Mo (Crew leader) 
 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
 From now on I will always be an open minded person toward everybody and 
anybody because being here I learned about all kinds of things like other people’s 
perspective on things.  I will be more respectful to people as well cause if you want 
respect you have to give respect first.   
Ben Foster 
 
From now on I will always have some experiences to share with others and have them 
share the fun of NYC.  Having people come to NYC and show them that NYC is fun and 
hard at the same time. 
Robin Simmons 
 
This place has changed my views about people in a positive way. 
Travis Fahrner 
 
I will try not to waste so much food and not take things like showers or laundry for 
granted. 
Sami McKinley 
 
From now on I will always try to be positive with other people and be respectful to other 
people. 
Celene Cook-Cantu 
 
From now on I will always try to finish my food, recycle, and be happy in the morning. 



Brittny Reidhead �  
 
I will keep working hard and push through each day to get to the next to do it again. 
Keith Maddock 
 
Have patience with the people and little things that get on my nerves. 
Greg Harding 
 
Laugh! 
Mo (Crew Leader) 
 

 

 
 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Kaleb Bickford 
Week:  1 
Project Name:  Scotch broom eradication 
National Forest: Umpqua 
Ranger District: North Umpqua 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 What our crew did this weekend was we learned all the basics of how to set up 
camp, how to get ready for a hard day of work and how life at NYC will be.  Today at 
work though I was amazed at how well all my crew mates work together.  It was nothing 
like my last session.  I am really stoked to be working on a crew this good. 
Superman (Dustin Brown) 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we, as a crew, have to work together!  While we are here, we are going 
to be pulling weeds and enjoying our view of this hot state.  Everybody here seems pretty 
cool.  And our leaders are pretty cool too but everybody here seems to know what to do 
already!  So I am excited about this upcoming week.  �  
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals for the week are to come together as a family that will be build on trust 
and love for one another.  Finish out the rest of the week strong by destroying every last 
thing of Scotch broom.  Learn to adapt to the situation that we were handed.  Learn more 
about each others strengths and weaknesses and ways to strengthen those weaknesses. 
Unsigned 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
To do today’s work and chores.  I sit down to realize and come to terms about some 
things.  When I first came here, I didn’t want to trust anyone cause I didn’t think I could 
after losing so many friends that I can’t remember their faces or names.  But after this 
first week, I’m proud to be here and ashamed that at first I thought coming here was the 
worst thing I ever had to do, but now I’m proud to say this is the best experience in my 
life; not for the money or that I’m hiding.  What I really think it’s because I’ve never 
been able to trust anything or anyone not even my family.  I’m proud to say these are my 
friends and I hope it stays that way even after my six weeks. 
 
Thomas Baldwin 
 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 



Our crew has created an amazingly strong bond this week.  The fast supporting the slow 
and the strong supporting the weak.  Nothing it seems can shatter our mental positivity, 
and our open acceptance fuels our considerable creativity.  Red what?  Red Crew.    
 

 
RED 

Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Kaleb Bickford 
Week:  2 
Project Name:  Wilson River Trail 
National Forest: Oregon Department of Forestry 
Ranger District: Tillamook State Forest 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend:  
 The crew got to the camp site.  Everyone unloaded the trailers.  After that we all 
played games for a little bit and did Saturday circle.  Everyone talked about their 
challenges.  Before that all the crews got in groups and did skits about what happened 
through their weeks.  A couple of people were talking about their challenges, which were 
completing the six weeks.  Also everyone split up on Saturday and went on a rec trip.  
People also made phone calls to family and friends.  Oh, we got to sleep in. 
Joey Tynan 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Well today we find we are faced with many obstacles but through time we will 
see the trail through all the vines, numerous logs and lush vegetation.  We are blazing 
trail.  We are at Tillamook and we have to build trail through the most rugged terrain 
ever.  We will succeed.  In the end it will all be worth it.  Although we are all a bit hostile 
we support each other 100% and work as a team… no; as a family. 
Stephon Knutson 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goal for this week is to get through the week with good spirits and hopefully 
regain smiles.  Another goal of ours is to rock through brand new trail which we are all 
excited to do.  My personal goal is to stick it out and finish out this week with a positive 
attitude.  And even though some of us are in pain and injured, I think we can come out on 
top and with that said, I say red what? 
Unsigned 
 



 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 I think our goal for this week is to be finishing on the rest of the logs that block 
the trails then continue to break up all the tuff soil and then we can ride bikes on it during 
pay time to see if it works and then we can go swimming in the ocean. 
Matt Barnes 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 “Welcome to the Jungle” has never been more appropriate than this week.  Our 
frustration levels were high as the project seemed insurmountable.  Red crew doesn’t give 
up though!  We slashed our way through a mass of blackberry vines, logs, and ferns; “oh 
my!!”  Keeping morale high and figuring out how to begin were our biggest challenges.  
The fact that we plunged through and now there is a beautiful brown ribbon where there 
was only jungle before is amazing! 
Kaleb Bickford (Crew leader) 
 
 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Kaleb Bickford 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  Hoh River Trail 
National Forest: Olympic National Park 
Ranger District:  
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 In Youth Corps tradition, the rain came pouring down as we began to set up 
camp; planning the placement of precariously perched white walls; attempting to evade 
ever expanding, ectoplasmic, ecosystems; or “ponds”.  Following what seems almost 
ritualistic to the rigors of minds; we finished setting up camp and the rain broke 
immediately.  Olympic National Forest is amazing.  We’re living in a rain forest.  Isn’t 
there a movie with a kid that grows up in the jungle who lives with a panther and a bear? 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This day I think is best described with a quote:  “If your strength is only that 
which comes from vitality, your words and personal conduct will appear to be in accord 
with the way and you will be praised by others.  But when you question yourself about 



this, there will be nothing to be said.”  The last line of the poem that goes, “When your 
own heart asks, it is the secret principle of all the arts.  It is said that it is a good censor.”  
I feel that when we looked inside our hearts and our minds were in conflict, but I am glad 
we chose the more difficult of the two paths.  With great strain comes great gain. 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 One of our goals is to stay hydrated so that our PMA doesn’t get emasculated.  
The body is controlled by the mind, look inside we’re amazed to find we’ve been 
redefined!  Our mentality defines our reality.  Whether it’s rain, pain, or the simple and 
mundane, we have a new understanding of strain.  From drainage dips to dirt filled sips 
we struggle through our bodies exhaustion.  Blisters will heal, along with every salty 
meal; even if chores seemed your bane, the good memories are what remain. 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Swimming towards accomplishment/these opportunities are Heaven sent.  What is 
it that we seek?  A stare down with life instead of just a peek!  To see what we’re made 
of and what we can do/live by our morals and always be true to ourselves and all of our 
flaws/searching for a reason, a fight, a cause/searching just to search so we’re not 
static/living isn’t always automatic/sometimes it fakes perspective and active 
though/often we need something reflective to see what we’ve got/to refocus our spirit and 
inner desires/to pump the bellows higher to fan our fires/what inspires that which we 
aspire towards can’t be found in words or swords/it’s known by BabbFats and very 
few/hopefully someday humanity will find that poem to be true. 
 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Crossing a ford—The Book of Five Rings-Firescroll 
“When you cross a sea, there are places called straits.  Also, places where you cross a sea 
12 or 15 miles wide called fords.  In going through the human world as well, in a course 
of a lifetime there will be many points that could be called crossing a ford.  On sea lanes, 
knowing where the fords are, knowing the state of the boat, knowing the weather, even 
without launching companion boats, you adapt to the state of time.  Taking advantage of 
crosswinds, sometimes even getting favorable winds, knowing that even if the wind 
changes you can still reach port by oar, you take command of the ship and cross the ford.  
With that attitude, in passing through the human world you should also have a sense of 
crossing a ford in an emergency.” 



 I think we crossed a wide ford with devilish winds on a choppy sea.  We pulled 
the oars out and dug in and we are all better sailors for it.  Aye me mateys! 
 
 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Kaleb Bickford 
Week:  4 
Project Name:  Hoh River Trail 
National Forest: Olympic Rain Forest 
Ranger District: Hoh Ranger District 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend:   
 Went to hospital because one of the crew members got an infection and while he 
was in hospital everyone else got to go to town and do laundry.  Crew leader forgot to do 
injured person’s laundry.  On Sunday we all got our packs ready and went on a 9 mile 
hike to our beautiful camp site.  It was hard, but very refreshing when we all made it safe 
and sound.  We are indestructible…  We are RED crew. 
Evan Knippa 
 
 
Tuesday  
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our project this week is we have to gravel our reroute.  We are on the Hoh River 
Trail 9 miles deep.  We are digging borrow pits and collecting gravel to put over reroute.  
We are also building steps.  We are making trail look nicer so horses and hikers can enjoy 
nice hikable trail. 
Evan Knippa 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We will kill all mesquitoes.  YES!  We will kill Scotch broom.  YES!  We will 
kidnap neighbor capers and steal their food.  YES! 
 None of the listed goals are true.  YES! 
 We worked all day and nearly finished our patch of trail.  YES!  Only interesting 
thing that happened was hiker had to be life flighted out of this hole.  YES!   
 Do I have to say yes after every line?  YES! 
Patrick Baldwin YES! 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week:   



 Red crew learned the hardships of having no Trio on Fourth of July, but it has 
only made us stronger.  I have learned blisters are not fun at all.  We have also learned to 
appreciate the good weather here in Hoh River. 
Miles Nibler 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week we did gravel stuff.  We hiked and it created a vacuum.  Friday was 
boring, then we had to stop at the laundry while everyone sat in the hot sun.  This 
weekend was ok overall. 
Unsigned 
 
 
 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Kaleb Bickford 
Week:  5 
Project Name:  Wonderland Trail 
National Forest: Mt. Rainier National Park 
Ranger District:  
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend:   
 This weekend we went to Mt. St. Helens where we had another visitor week.  It 
was pretty nice the whole time.  On Saturday we went on rec trips all around St. Helens 
and some went to caves and others went to valleys.  After that we had a bomb dinner with 
family and friends, then we had a NYC Idol which we would’ve been ok but we didn’t 
feel like making everyone look bad.  Oh, Sunday we picked up and bailed for Mt. 
Rainier. 
Evan Knippa 
 
 
Monday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are your, what are you doing, why? 
 We are at Mount Rainier maintaining trail, cutting back huckleberry bushes and 
swamping like mad men.  Red crew is really tired today and everybody’s hungry, so in 
any case we’re going to eat now.  Peace. 
Miles Nibler 
 
 
Wednesday 
 



Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals are to get done with this week.  We want to be closer to the end.  We 
have been doing a lot of boring lopping and sawing and stuff.  So being done with this 
week would be great.  There hasn’t been very much high spirits.  Another goal would be 
to higher our spirits. 
Erik Martin 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Pretty much nothing we didn’t already know.  We have been getting a bit snippy 
at a few others but for others, our spirits are soaring with the coming of the last week and 
our hopes of good food and bed rise. 
 These new spirits have both hampered and helped our work performance. 
 The not so helpful stand and talk about what they’ll do when they get out of here. 
The others feed off of the excitement and work harder picking up the slack. 
Patrick Baldwin 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We finished working on the Wonderland Trail and we made it by the end of the 
week with everybody and we’re getting closer like a family or good friends and we can’t 
wait to get out of the woods and party with my new friends. 
Matt Barnes  
 
  
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Kaleb Bickford 
Week:  6 
Project Name:  Wonderland Trail 
National Forest: Mount Rainier National Park 
Ranger District:  
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend our crew went to Aumsville for the weekend site.  On Saturday we 
went to Silver Falls in Oregon for our rec trip.  We made taco salad dinner for all the 
crews.  After dinner the Olympics started.  We almost won the first event but yellow crew 
got it.  We won the second event, the third and fourth event was won by orange.  We won 
the Olympics so the jokes on them. 
Stephon Knutson 
 



 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are your doing, why? 
 This week we are building a bridge.  I believe we had a first in NYC history:  we 
had 2 crews working side by side.  When Red crew and Yellow crew came together we 
make Orange crew.  I believe that today we became the crew we were at the beginning of 
the session - bigger, stronger, more elite that any other crew. 
Superman (Dustin Brown) 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We’re nearly finished with our bridge after we’re done as far as I understand is 
when we’re done.  We will begin digging holes for TNT.  Too bad we can’t watch the 
show. 
Goals:  1)  Not get eaten by Kaleb if we run out of food, 

2) Death to Smoochie 
3) Steal yellow crew’s bus 

Unsigned 
 
  
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned how to build a bridge.  There was a lot of team work for this project.  
After the bridge was complete all of us worked on brushing.  It was a fun experience.  
Tomorrow we are going to be making a reroute! 
Joey Tynan 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 I think one of the crew’s challenges this week would have to be the thoughts of 
the end of the session.  Our main accomplishment is finishing the session.  WOOP, 
WOOP!  ONE MORE DAY.. 
Party. 
Unsigned. 
 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
The day I wanted to quit.  I felt angry and frustrated.  Brain, “the OX” helped me look at 
the big picture. 



Stephon Knutson 
 
When I wanted to quit because I was ill and close to home…  I missed my friends and 
family, but I didn’t want to let the crew down. 
Evan Knippa 
 
The day after I ate meat I felt disappointed and angry with myself. 
Dustin Brown 
 
19th of July, 2007. 
Matt Barnes 
 
Surviving the six weeks; everyday was a challenge. 
Joey Tynan 
 
A Friday in the Hoh rain forest it was really cold and raining and it was a frustrating 
tough day. 
Matt Dowdy 
 
First wet day. 
Patrick Baldwin 
 
Hike back to trailhead out of backcountry (blisters and sunburn.) 
“Smiles” (Miles Nibler) 
 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPEREINCES WERE: 
 
Getting to know more people and teasing Kaleb while he was driving. 
Patrick Baldwin 
 
Seeing Silver Falls; seeing life from other people’s perspective; the amazing views and 
work. 
Dustin Brown 
 
Being away from normal life; going to Silver Falls… 
Matt Barnes  
 
Moving huge rocks, building a bridge, working with everyone else… 
Joey Tynan 
 
Brand new reroute though jungle; meeting new friends; no drugs/alcohol and still 
enjoying life. 
Evan Knippa 
 



Being pushed to work harder-making new friends; getting to see a lot of 
Oregon/Washington. 
Matt Dowdy 
 
Meeting new friends; seeing cool places. 
Stephon Knutson 
 
Meeting new people; learning how to work hard; good food… 
“Smiles” (Miles Nibler?) 
 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
Some situations in my life aren’t as bad as they seemed.  How to build bomber drain dips.  
I learned a lot about watersheds. 
Dustin Brown 
 
Names of trail tools; I’m better at working in a crew than I thought; life can be tougher 
than I thought!   
Matt Barnes 
 
How to properly use tools; how to work as a team; hard work pays off. 
Joey Tynan 
 
How to store and use tools properly; this work is really hard; not everywhere you want to 
go has a road leading to it. 
Patrick Baldwin 
 
Being demented; surviving tough days; and waking up at 5 am… 
Evan Knippa 
 
How to make friends with different people, working hard, how to push past my limits… 
Stephon Knutson 
 
How to use new tools, cooking skills, how to participate and work as a group… 
Matt Dowdy 
 
How to work with a team, how to work 9 hour days, how to maintain a positive 
attitude… 
Miles Nibler 
 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
  
Snapshots of the vistas and every person on the crew… 
Dustin Brown 



 
All the friends I made here… 
Matt Barnes  
 
That NYC is tough and I’m never coming back… 
Joey Tynan 
 
Lots of input means lots of output. 
Patrick Baldwin 
 
Friends and leaders… 
Evan Knippa 
 
This whole experience… 
Stephon Knutson 
 
My new friends… 
Matt Dowdy 
 
The 9 mile hike… 
Miles Nibler 
 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
Consider other people’s beliefs. 
Dustin Brown 
 
Think about things before I commit to them. 
Matt Barnes  
 
Remember NYC. 
Joey Tynan 
 
Pace myself better. 
Patrick Baldwin 
 
Try to be less spontaneous. 
Stephon Knutson 
 
Practice proper hygiene. 
Evan Knippa 
 
Think before I speak. 
Matt Dowdy 
 



Cherish electricity. 
Miles Nibler 
 

 YELLOW  
 

 
 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Kristian Winston 
Week:  1 
Project Name:  Umpqua Tiller RD—Scotch broom 
National Forest: Umpqua 
Ranger District: Tiller RD 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 So we started off by going to orientation and getting to know the new crew and 
getting anxious to find out our crew leader.  Sunday morning came and us ten awesome 
folks were pretty stoked to find out that Kristian was our crew leader.  Then we headed 
off to our destination that landed us in Ash Creek campground.  We go to bond quite a bit 
with each other on the not too amazingly long ride here; we set up camp, had a pretty 
bomb dinner and did our SEEDs for the first time.  So far, NYC has been pretty sweet 
with the diversified crazy crew and awesome crew leader. 



Miranda Thompson and  Stacy Sumstine 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why?” 
 This week we are pulling obnoxious weeds!  But I think this first week is building 
us up for harder and better things to come.  We’re pulling these invasive plants to save 
the natural plant species in this area.  Therefore, in doing this we are saving the 
Umpqua’s natural beauty.  Congrats! �  
Brittney Tabor 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals for this week are to get into the swing of things.  And we want to pull 
Scotch broom until we have no more.  I think that we want to get to know each other 
more, so that we become more comfortable living with each other for six weeks.  I think 
our over all goal for this week is to become closer friends and have fun. 
Aaron Newell 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned that noxious weeds out-populate cuz they are non-native.  We pull 
them so they would not out-grow the native plants.  We learned about how hard it is 
when someone quits.  It flakes a lot of extra time, also that thirst is the first sign of 
dehydration. 
Hadley Reichert 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 The yellow crew had to remove a bunch of weeds that were all over and some 
were hard to get.  Some of the challenges we’re trying to talk to each on ideas on how we 
would work together to get the work done faster.  But we accomplished team work after a 
few days.  We have gotten closer to each other and have become a strong team. 
Makayla Trevino 
 
 
 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Kristian Winston 



Week:  2 
Project Name:  Clackamas River Trail 
National Forest: Mt. Hood 
Ranger District: Region VI-Clackamas 
 
Monday 
 
Your favorite spot to be alone? 
 I think my favorite spot alone is either by a river or up in the tree where you can 
sit.  It’s a cool place where you can look at the mountains and also throw rocks into the 
water to see how far you can skip.  I also like to water my self—feel comfortable.  I love 
to listen and close my eyes to hear what’s around me. 
Hadley Reichart 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
The most challenging experience you’ve overcome is: 
 The most challenging experience I have ever overcome was when my aunt passed 
away.  It was hard because I didn’t really get to see her that much.  And I was also mad at 
my parents because we were supposed to see her on Thanksgiving but then my dad 
changed his mind and then three months later she passed away and the last time I got to 
see her was Christmas. 
Makayla Trevino 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 I believe that yellow crew’s goals for week #2 is to accomplish all the work we 
have cut out for us, have no more “quitters”, do any sort of chores without being told to 
by Kristian, also get chores done faster and have more free time. 
Stacy Sumstine 
 
 
Thursday 
 
What’s your theme song and why? 
 Freddy’s theme song is “Last Resort” because I can sing just like him part way 
and I just love that song.  When it comes to all songs, “Last Resort” is #1.  When I sing 
“Last Resort”, I almost feel empowered and get my mind off stuff that went wrong with 
my life! 
 To go faster I sing “Got to Go Fast”, The Sonic Sons. 
Freddy Foster 
 
 



Friday 
 
Best childhood memory: 
 When I was younger I always enjoyed seeing trains, watching them beside our 
car.  My favorite toy as a child was Thomas the Tank.  I had the set.  I watched the show 
and played with the trains.  One time I got a gift from my mother or my grandma; I was 
so excited.  I opened it and it was exactly what I wanted.  It was the Thomas the Train 
set.  I guess I was really stoked.  I think I was screaming.  But what goes along with that 
is we all went to the zoo to have fun and so on.  I tugged on my mom’s shirt saying 
“Mommy, can I ride just one time?”  She looked at me with her great smile saying the 
only thing that I thought she would not; “yes”.  That was the best train ride ever-but it is 
all I wanted then and it seemed to last a lifetime… 
Johnathan Cato 
 
 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Kristian Winston 
Week:  3 
Project Name:  SCC-ODF—Wilson River Trail 
National Forest: Oregon Department of Forestry 
Ranger District: Tillamook State Forest 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what y our crew did this weekend: 
 We went to Cascade locks, the area I’ve been to a lot and grew up around.  We 
were the first to arrive so we made a delicious dinner.  Saturday we went sight-seeing.  
My group went to the dam, fish hatchery, cascade locks and Sweet River.  That night we 
had a huge dinner where our parents could come and see us.  It was nice to see my mom 
and dad after awhile and get birthday presents. 
Miranda Thompson 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our project is trail maintenance and moving lots of dirt.  We are inside of a rain 
pit in Tillamook (Tillisuck).  We also got an awesome swimming hole.  Anyways on the 
trail we are redefining the hinge, getting rid of false tread, losing rain gear, getting 
soaked, trailing through rock and landslides, and creeks.  We are doing all this because it 
makes the trail look nice.  The contact also wanted it this way.  ‘WHOOPI!” 
Stacy Sumstine 
 
 
Wednesday 
 



Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Get our things done, finish big things, have PMA all the time and have a good 
time. 
Makayla Trevino 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 The forest cycle, I learned how to use a grip hoist. 
Hadley Reichart 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Well one challenge was fixing a washout on part of the trail and so there were 
trunks in the way that we needed to pull out .  Sorry enough…  We didn’t get the last one 
so we called it Henry and the tree that we were connected to was called Bob.  That 
sucked walking away from but hey, we tried. 
Freddy Foster 
 
 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Kristian Winston 
Week:  4 
Project Name:  Chewauchan Trail 
National Forest: Fremont-Winema 
Ranger District:  
 
Monday 
 
What do you miss most when you’re out here?  Explain. 
 What I miss the most when I’m out here is all the laughs with my friends that I’m 
going to miss out on and the crazy summer stories like rafting down the river, getting a 
rad goggle tan snowboarding… 
Miranda Thompson 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
What’s your first memory? 
 My first memory?  I think it was my car crash that scarred my memory.  I can’t 
remember my first memory was but the last thing I can remember was walking down a 
pink hallway in a hospital and that’s it.  Yeah! 
Freddy Foster 



 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
First crush? 
 Last year around this time I really liked this girl, but I was shot down so that ends 
this journal. 
Aaron Newell (Dove) 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Favorite outfit described in detail: 
 My favorite outfit?  Well probably it is when I went to a duck game and I wore a 
complete duck fan outfit.  I had a hat that was green and a yellow with duck feet beanie 
on top of my hat.  I wear an Oregon Duck T-shirt that was green and had yellow and 
white letters.  I wore a green pants and wore shorts that had the Duck symbol and it was 
yellow green and white.  I wore socks white and put Oregon Ducks letters on.  Then my 
duds were decked out with Oregon duels signs. 
Bob Pusieski 
 
 
Friday 
 
Top Ten List:  Things you like to do in an NYC bus: 

1. Sleep/relax 
2. Express the funny moments that we remember from the week. 
3. Write when it is not so bumpy. 
4. Daydream 
5. Have fun/play games 
6. EAT  
7. Talk about home 
8. Read 
9. Enjoy the places we have driven to and from 
10. Ask “Are we there yet?” 

Johnathan Cato 
 
 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Kristian Winston 
Week:  5 
Project Name:  Aumsville Pond 
Ranger District: Marion County Parks 
 
Monday 



 
If you had extra large pockets and could carry anything you wanted around with 
you, what three things would you put in your pocket? 
 One, I would carry a Martin Guitar.  Two, I would carry a cell phone with all my 
friends and family on it.  Three, I would carry the beach.  The guitar for entertainment 
and creativity…  The phone to call anyone I please to hang with.  The beach for the sun, 
the water, the sound and the shade… 
Stacy Sumstine 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Ten things you’re going to do when you get home: 

1. Get my cell phone 
2. Call all my friends 
3. See my brother, Danielle, baby 
4. Take a shower 
5. See friends 
6. Eat some real food 
7. Shop 
8. Visit family 
9. Visit with pets 
10. Stay up late. 

Makayla Trevino 
 
 
Wednesday  
 
Choose one of the following: 
 
Tea or Coffee     Tea-(Green) 
Bacon/Eggs or Biscuits/Gravy  Biscuits/Gravy 
Cold or Hot     Cold—Snowboarding 
City or Suburbs    #1 Mt. Hood/P-town 
School or Work    Work 
Death Metal or Country   Neither/underground 
Unibrow or No brow    No brow/Kris’ unibrow 
Dressing or No dressing   Dressing 
Blind…deaf     Deaf  
Hat or Beanie     Beanie 
Snow/beach     Snow 
Tatoos/piercing    Piercing 
 
Miranda Thompson 
 
 



Thursday 
 
If you were a beast what beast would you be (fictional or non)? 
 If I were a beast?  I would maybe be The Jersey Devil because people claim to 
have seen him.  Some people say had been born by a human.   
 Neither.  People claim that he is the son of the man downstairs.  People also claim 
that he came out of his mom deformed and ran out of the house crying and no one has 
heard from him since.  He is half man and half like creature. 
Robert Pusieski 
 
 
Friday 
 
Most defining moment thus far at NYC? 
 It would either have to be the first week we had burritos and Hadley had the most 
messiest burrito I have ever seen, or when we went off the road on the bus, or the time 
Stacy ate Kool-Aid and his tongue was more red than blood or the dinner when Hadley 
said he overheard Kristian talking about disappointment or when we all tried to talk in 
British accents doing the dishes. 
 
 
Sunday 
 
How do you spend your free time when not at NYC. 
 When I am not at New York City I am in Salem, Oregon, downtown playing 
guitar and sitting and smoking with friends.  Sometimes I scrounge up money for root 
beer.  I also ride my skateboard around Salem at night and bomb hills.  I also go to local 
music shows. 
Unsigned 
 
 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Kristian Winston 
Week:  6 
Project Name:  Wonderland Trail 
National Forest: Mt. Ranier National Park 
Ranger District:  
 
Sunday 
 
Please describe the last dream you remember: 
 The last dream that I had was about a month ago.  I was running down a white 
hall that kept extending in front of me.  There were no doors and a light every hundred 
feet.  As I was running the wall behind me felt like it was closing in on me, so I could 
never stop running.  Every few minutes I had a thought about dying and letting the walls 
crush me.  Also thinking that if I died in the hallway no one would know about it and 



they would never miss me.  There would also be repeated flashes of my worst fears like 
loosing my mind, finding out that I can’t write, and having your friends not know you. 
Aaron Newell 
 
 
Monday 
 
Find a beautiful flower and describe it’s beauty: 
There is a yellow flower next to me.  Even though it’s a weed, it’s still very beautiful in 
this field of wildflowers and grass. 
 
  
Tuesday 
 
What would you do with a million dollars?  (Details folks, details) 
 If I got a million dollars, hmmmm…  That is a difficult question.  First I would 
scream like crazy!  Then after that I would go straight to my mom’s house.  I would tell 
her that all of her money problems are over.  I’m sure she would be lost in thought but 
then I would go to the bank and give her $100,000.  I would give my brother and sis 
$50,000 each.  Then my Grandma and Grandpa $75,000 each.  After that I would put 2/3 
of what is left in the bank and go on with life with extra cash. 
Johnny Cato 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
What’s your favorite childhood book? 
 My favorite childhood book would have to be “Where the Wild Things Grow”.  I 
love this book because of the pictures and the funky creatures in it.  It’s a great story. 
Makayla Trevino 
 
 
Thursday 
 
If you were a trail tool, what would you be? 
 If I was a trail tool, I would be Captain Pulaski becuz he is the sharpest coolest 
sweetest P-Lash ever and becuz he saves us little brats from disasters and he looks so 
cool! 
Unsigned 
 
 
Friday 
  
If you could change anything about this session, what would it be? 



 To start, I’d take back that first Monday and that first week I’d scream my head 
off.  I would’ve like to draw two bicycles on the crew contract and have a better selection 
of music. (No offense to Miranda.) 
Unsigned 
 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
The most challenging day for me was when we were doing trail and I know right when I 
got to work I would be lifting very heavy rocks. 
Aaron Newell 
 
The day I wanted to quit. 
Hadley Reichert 
 
Everyday because I really just wanted to go home, but instead I stayed and worked hard 
and made new friends. 
Makayla Trevino 
 
My challenge everyday was trying to push myself harder.  Also being a swamper. 
Johnathon Cato 
 
Most challenging day was when I was in Tillamook and it was raining.  I did not put on 
my rain gear so it was cold and wet. 
Robert Pusieski 
 
In Paisley it was blazing hot everyday, especially Tuesday.  It was one of the longest days 
here.  It was way too hot.   
Miranda Thompson 
 
The last day.   
Aubrey Edwards 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was in fourth week when Aubrey and I carried half 
filled wheel barrels up and down four flights of stairs. 
Stacy Sumstine 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was actually second week hiking in with Stacy for at 
least a mile or so, then helped Handyman with the two gallons the rest of the way. 
Freddy Foster 
 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
Mine were: 1)  Seeing a bear, 2)  going to Washington, 3)  Brushing 
Aaron Newell 



 
1. Seeing a fox 
2. Push-ups 
3. Hearing Kris and Kristian talking. 

Hadley  Reichert 
 

1. Seeing all the wild animals that I’ve only seen on tv,   
2.  Being a big family and staying together,   
3.  All the new places I’ve been too.   

Makayla Trevino 
 

1. Play hacky sac with Kristian’s ball 
2. Hiking four miles in to work everyday 
3. Always getting bomber food 

Johnathon Cato 
 

1. Going to Mt. Rainier 
2. Seeing a bear 
3. Always work hard 

Robert Pusieski 
 

1. Seeing the beautiful places I have not yet seen,  
2.  Making new friends,  
3.  Wild animals. 
Miranda Thompson 
 
1. The bus rides to listen to music and skip and be roudy,  
2.  The drastic change in scenery,   
3.  Seeing a lightning and thunder storm. 
Stacy Sumstine 
 
1. Chillin’ with Zack 
2. Last rec trip we went to “Dip Lake PPush” and swam and played soccer! 
3. Almost everyday! 
Freddy Foster 
 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
I learned: 
1.  To be more tolerant of people 
2.  How a full time job felt 
3.  That I can work hard for six weeks. 
Aaron Newell 
 
1. I hate hiking 



2. Sleep is good 
3. I love me cell phone 
Hadley Reichert 
 
1. Sleeping outside for six weeks sucks! 
2. Hard work pays off 
3. Anything you set your mind to can happen 
Makayla Trevino 
 
1. I learned to be happy for what I have 
2. To always look on the UP side of everthing 
3. Leadership is hard but if you try hard they will follow 
Johnathon Cato 
 
1. If you work hard at what you do it pays to work hard. 
2. Setting goals would help you with things. 
Robert Pusieski 
 
1. Your PMA effects others 
2. To be happy for what’s around your 
3. Rat tails are pretty sweet 
4. How to make trail 
Aubrey Edwards 

 
1. I learned about myself 
2. I learned of others 
3. I learned about the work today 
Stacy Sumstine 
 
1. I learned I can eat more that last year. 
2. That no one besides me knew how to use the grip hoist! 
3. That most of my crew lives in a 15 mile radius 
Freddy Foster 
 

 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
I will always remember the sight on Mt. Rainier. 
Aaron Newell 
 
Work is hard. 
Hadley Reichert 
 
My crazy crew! 
Makayla Trevino 
 



How every time I come here ready for anything, then I realize that this is NYC.  Be 
ready to meet new people and new insights.  The thing that I will remember the most 
is going to Silver Falls and falling. 
Johnathon Cato 
 
Is how things went crazy in my crew… 
Robert Pusieski 
 
My sweet crew and crew leader… 
Miranda Thompson 
 
I will always remember the crew leader and crews! 
Stacy Sumstine 
 
I will always remember all the crew/crew leaders and all the places we crazy crew has 
traveled far or near and how every week they have seen me time and time again were 
the BEST. 
Freddy Foster 
 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
From now on I will always carry a water bottle on me everywhere and make hot 
water in the morning. 
Aaron Newell 
 
I will pee wherever I want to. 
Hadley Reichert 
 
Set goals for myself… 
Makayla Trevino 
 
Look back on the skills that I learned from this job, and use them to help me in my 
life. 
Johnathon Cato 
 
I will always be a leader and set an example. 
Robert Pusieski 
 
Appreciate what I have and not care so much about what people think of me and pee 
outside. 
Miranda Thompson 
 
I will always think positive.   
Stacy Sumstine 
 



From now on I will always think how hard I can work and try to meet those goals I 
set for myself.   
Freddy Foster 
 

 

 


