
Dear All, 
 
It is said that a small group of determined people can change the world. For six weeks 
this summer you were part of that group. From pulling Houndstongue on top of a 
mountain, to digging new trails in river valleys, you made a difference. Each swing of the 
hazel and each drop of sweat off your brow and into the soil made the world a better 
place. I hope that each member of the red, blue, yellow, and orange crews realize what a 
wonderful place this world is, and how you have and can still make a difference. 
 
I hope each one of you arrived back into the “real world” with a feeling of 
accomplishment and wonder. You spent six weeks of you life braving the forest, the 
desert, the heat and cold of the outdoors, with your home each night the stars above. The 
five weeks at NYC this past summer is an experience that nobody can understand, or 
even comprehend; it is something alone for you to cherish and remember. 
 
When you look back I hope you see the times we laughed, the smell of pine and 
sagebrush, the early morning chill and the dazzling sunsets. And Remember: If You’re 
Gonna Die, Die with Your Boots On!!!   
 

 
 
Tom Helmer 
Program Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
North 2 
Orange Crew 
 
Week 1 
Ochoco Weeds 
Ochoco National Forest 
 
Monday- 
Monday the first day of work how exciting! The morning is very cold, as at least that’s 
what other people say. The morning cooks are Rachel and Joe (boiling water). It’s time to 
head to our first job. Everyone doubles up for the cold day which turns out to be very hot. 
A lot of people start out like automation’s but after lunch everybody body brightens up 
because the day is half way over. By the end of the day we’re all fired up. But there is 
another day tomorrow. 
 
Kevin Gorman 
 
Tuesday 
The morning was slightly chaotic and rushed, but unbearably cold. The cold quickly 
changed when the sun came out to blind me with it’s brilliance. Today’s work task was 
the same as yesterday’s and the same for the later part of this week: locate the capricious 



Houndstongue and extract it, permanently. I’ve nothing more to say except that the 
physical/mental expectations of NYC triumphs over most things I’ve previously known 
as difficult. 
 
Beza Yavuz 
 
Wednesday 
Today was rough since we got out at the work site. We’ve been picking Houndstongue. 
It’s been rough but it’s all worth it in the end. I hope that we can get stronger from all 
this. 
 
Kristin Kohanes 
 
Thursday 
Today was long but very hard. The crew was happy that it was our first last full day at 
camp. Just think, five more Thursdays left. But it’s all good. 
 
Kyle Gorman 
 
Week 2 
Roseburg Pruning 
BLM Roseburg, OR 
 
Monday 
Our first week we pulled Houndstongue. It seemed like the walking would never stop and 
that the Houndstongue would always be there taunting us, but we did out best and 
showed it that if you mess with the OC (orange crew), you get dug up and thrown a side. 
We are now in our second week, five more to go! We have now moved on to pruning 
trees. I don’t know about the rest of you, but I think this job is a lot easier more than last 
weeks’. And I know that we can knock this project out. Go OC! 
 
Matthew Malone 
 
Tuesday 
Day two, week two. Starting to get the hang of pruning and trimming trees. Trying to 
work out group tensions that are becoming evident we are working things out. Adam is 
epic! Van is ripe, we are awesome. Dinner is getting interesting to say the least. Go 
orange crew, go arrange crew. Oooh, woop, oooh woop. 
 
Nate McGinley 
 
Wednesday 
Chaotic, loud, mess yet fun. Pruning=constant swaying of the shoulder and arms. Oh the 
cramping of the hands. The claw over took our fingers natural placements. Wow! 
Hopefully some of the inner crew drama subsides, but other than that, the projects are 
tedious yet sweet. Maybe tonight’s dinner could possibly be a quieter one than what I 



heard since day one. Arguments are rippling the air’s natural flow and that is like woe. 
Listen please listen- silence is a virtue. Maybe tomorrow will teach more. We are 
hardcore individuals at the end of this our hardcorism will be more than exposed. Drink 
more water and breathe, just breathe. 
 
Jacqueline R. White 
 
Thursday 
This week was so hard that we’re not able to work. Just kidding, this week was so easy 
that it was easy. Just think, four weeks left, and then we have to do it all over again. 
 
Friday 
So, a week blasted by trimming trees. It was much easier than I ever expected but it was a 
boring job. Nevertheless, I think our best accomplishment would be the bet we made with 
Heidi, the one with five trees in fifteen minutes. We did awesome by the way. Me and 
Mic had to help everyone else, but we finished with ten seconds to spare. The challenge 
this week was bonding and getting to know each other, and respecting each other. But I 
think we’ll get it down with time.  Joe Smith 
 
Week 3 
Cle Elum Weeds 
Wenatchee  NF 
Cle Elum Region RD 
 
Monday 
I have a feeling that very soon, this crew will either come to an epiphany and we will all 
get along, or the more likely option, we will all go insane and Love each other. Tensions 
are running high in the OC. Personalities are clashing and the usually calmer people are 
starting to snap. Chances are that if people don’t get their chance to rant relatively soon, 
mysterious apple pies will begin to occur. Dun dun dunnnnn! Rachel Brown 
 
Tuesday 
Very interesting. It was a lot better than any other day. At least we weren’t after each 
others throats like every other day. It has been different, but today their wasn’t a lot of 
conflict between the OC… I have hope we will transform into a naturally functioning 
family. Maybe it might take us longer to write than other crews, but it’s like they say, big 
things come in small packages. 
 
Kevin Gorman 
 
Wednesday 
To improve the family relationship, we are starting to rebuild. Today we didn’t argue at 
all or fight. We will be more of a family. For the next two days, we should bust our 
project out to just… Get r’ done. 
 
Matthew Malone 



 
Thursday 
Today was a good day we’re getting better at communication and getting along. Just hope 
we can keep it up! 
 
Friday 
Four hours of hardcore hardcorism, a fierce nightmare manifesting towards reality, no not 
really. Today was sweet but like every ups, it had its’ little downs. We finished what we 
had began, and in my eyes it seemed quite an artistic accomplishment. We spent a week 
turning wrecked campsites, what had been extremely neglected and totally trashed for 
who knows how long, into clean and restored marvels. It’s nice to have a project that 
when completed, you can look back at the work and say, ‘I did that?’ After work came 
showers, which were cold but ripe and somewhat confusing to some. Doing laundry after 
yet another week gives me the hope that for at least the weekend I, as well as my other 
crew mates, will smell fresh instead of so darn ripe. Three weeks have passed and with it 
a lot of drama has subsided as well. Halfway done, whoa! As hardcore gladiators, I 
believe we will knock these few weeks out like roaches found in hotels. Now all we must 
survive in the near future, is the awaiting rush of the loud and exciting weekend site. So 
left for me to say is, well you know, I had a kitty and well, you know it was really really 
pretty. Yay! 
 
Jacqueline White 
 
 
Week 5 
Lil Wenatchee Trail Reconstruction 
Wenatchee River RD 
 
Monday 
Day one of backcountry- this is definitely an interesting experience it was actually pretty 
hot out today and we busted out quite a good size patch of brushing. I’d say these last two 
weeks are going to be our best. It gets sooo cold at night- I am going off topic, I will be a 
fat last two weeks. 
 
Tuesday 
More brushing trail today- until Rusty, Deidre and Jason came in to show us why we’re 
really here. We’re building our first trail and it’s awesome. It feels good to be digging 
and to be able to see our work play out before our eyes. Today was a good day. 
 
Wednesday 
Another day of re-routing trail under an unrelenting, blazing sun. Re-routing and fire 
lining are similar enough that most of the individuals within this crew finished part of the 
trail with speed and accuracy. Tomorrow’s work will be the same as today’s and 
yesterday’s, but that sense of familiarity is reassuring. Currently, I’m inconceivably 
hungry and listening to the cook’s conversation of death and tuberculosis. Dismal topics 



of discussion never stray too far behind for orange crew. I heard additions of garlic and 
onion into the swimming water; I’m happy. 
 
Beza Yavuz 
 
Thursday 
Another fabulous day in orange crew, backcountry is a lot better than any other project 
we’ve ever done! At this point, I think we as a team are starting to come together and 
work out our problems. For some reason, some people in this group seem to get confused 
and call Rachel Liz. Tom is coming some time tomorrow or tonight and I wonder how 
long he’s going to stay? Right now I’m hungry so I’m gonna go see what’s for dinner. 
 
TTFN 
 
Friday 
Today was really interesting. Three hours in our day we had to stop because of a storm. 
There was thunder and lightning so it was not a good idea to be swinging metal tools. We 
ended up moving camp due to snags falling around the camp, but the camp that we 
moved to is a lot nicer. 
 
Week 5/6 
Lil Wenatchee Trail Reconstruction 
Wenatchee River 
 
Sunday- 7/15/07 
Tired, sore, starving to the point that eating ahorse has crossed the mind more than a 
dozen times. A handful of youth, being supervised by a couple of well trained leaders, 
have crossed the boundaries of good and evil. Going against the odds of reality and for 
what reason? Pulling weeds, trimming trees, slashing piles and busting out trails till the 
skin on our finger starts calus. Good enough reason for me. Enjoying this more than I 
should be able to with any less than a week to conquer pure hardcorism. Oh week six, 
I’m tired, sore, extremely smelly, and starving to the point of full on OC cannibalism. So 
my last words are kudos everyone, kudos and of course, word to all yo motha. 
 
Jacqueline White 
 
Monday 
Wow, Monday; we only have three days till the long drive back. I’m stoked for another 
awesome day tomorrow. Not sure what we’re doing but I know we’re gonna bust it out, 
so yeah, and oh yeah kitty. 
 
Jacqueline White 
 
Tuesday 
So this week we are making re-route this very nice fifth and sixth week. We are in the 
Wenatchee Forest, I think seeing as how this is the Wenatchee trail and all… lol 



 
Wednesday 
Today we began to work in the river- literally working in ankle deep water and mud 
while it rains on us from above. It’s fun now and we seem to be working harder to stay 
warm, but it will be wet again tomorrow when we leave the place that’s making us so 
happy! 
 
Thursday 
It only took us one hour and 45 minutes to hike three miles full loaded. It was really hard 
to wake up and put wet clothes on, but it’s worth it to get back to the van today. Tonight 
we sleep under the beautifully star-lit sky back at Rufus, back in Oregon. 
 
Friday 
We’ve been traveling all day, stopping to play in the park and at some waterfall in the 
Gorge. Then we headed up to Mt. Hood and visited Timberline Lodge. Unfortunately it 
was mostly cloudy so we couldn’t see the summit, but the lodge was pretty cool. It was 
really cold too. Then we traveled down to little Crater Lake where we are now camped. 
The lake is awesome- really cold and absolutely clear blue. The last night is upon us. 
 
My most Challenging day at NYC Was- 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was working at a place called Roseburg pruning in 110 
degrees. But it made us stronger.  Nate McGinley 
 
Most challenging day was week five when we hiked in for two weeks. Kyle Gorman 
 
Undoubtedly, the last day of work which entailed ferocious cold and rain.  Beyza Yavuz 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the last work day. That day we worked for 5.5 
hours and then hiked about three miles with all our gear on our backs. I think that was the 
hardest day of my life, not just NYC.  Rachel Brown 
 
My most challenging day was the first day. It was hard to get used to everyone and I had 
a hard time trying to know what to do. Joe Smith 
 
My most challenging day was everyday. Being a peer leader (swamper) is way harder 
mentally that I had ever expected. Trying to mediate issues amongst the crew can be quite 
frustrating and kind of sad actually, because having emotional issues of my own, the 
extra lay on really make the experience that much more interesting, yes interesting, but 
mainly challenging.  Jacqueline White 
 
I think the hardest thing was respecting each other’s personal needs and wishes on the 
last two weeks. Kristin Kohanes 
 
I think the hardest thing I had to overcome in NYC was leaving. I love the forest and this 
crew. I can’t wait to leave and come back next year. 



 
 
My Three favorite NYC Experiences Were: 
 
My top three were doing trail work, back country, and movie night big fun! 
 Nate McGinley 
 
I do not have just three experiences that were my favorite. I think the whole thing was 
cool.  Kyle Gorman 
 
The three favorite are: The night of big fun with blue crew, the swim in the cool river, 
and the hike towards a small glacial waterfall. Beyza Yavuz 
 
My favorite three NYC experiences were seeing a deer walk through the middle of camp, 
sleeping outside for the first time and seeing the stars more clear than I ever have seen 
them before, and drinking out of a natural spring that had never been touched by human 
pollution. Rachel Brown 
 
Working backcountry and finding snow, finding a waterfall behind a snowfield, seeing 
the van after said backcountry. Joe Smith 
 
Three favorite experiences this session is a hard question to answer. But if I must then 1) 
Orientation, because I knew what to expect and I got some good input where needed. 2) 
Backcountry hike, it was the best one yet. 3) Guiding and building a rock wall; I hadn’t 
built one in a while and to get to guide others as well as myself in creating a sturdy and 
beautiful structure was amazing and made me proud.  Jacqueline White 
 
I don’t have just three, but one is knowing you made a difference in the world by doing 
reroutes, picking houndstongue, or even demolishing old campgrounds. That’s one great 
experience. Kristin Kohanes 
 
I couldn’t just pick three, I think knowing that I alone can make a difference is a sweet 
feeling. Kevin Gorman 
 
 
At NYC I learned 
 
While I was at NYC I learned one person can be on two weeks without a shower and still 
be considered normal, when entering back into civilization.  Nate McGinley 
 
I learned a lot just too much to list but my favorite thing was the trail reroute. 
 Kyle Gorman 
 
What I learned: Species of invasive plants, difficulty in maintaining and constructing 
trails, methods of controlling natural disaster (forest fires)  Beyza Yavus  
 



At NYC I learned that I can do more than I ever thought I could, that I can cope with 
being ½ a country away from my family better than I thought I could and that there is 
more to this world than meets the eye.  Rachel Brown 
 

1) I can work hard over the limits I had set 
2) Finding the “workers high” is very hard 
3) Teamwork is a must  Joe Smith 

 
Being a swamper is very difficult. I never expected such a challenge. With this session, I 
am bringing home great leadership skills.  Jacqueline White 
 
AT NYC I learned how to work with a team. I deal with situations that I’ll deal with back 
home.  Kristin Kohanes 
 
AT NYC, I learned that in life there are going to be people you can’t stand working with 
and some times you just have to ride the wave. 
 Kevin Gorman 
 
One thing I will Always Remember 
 
One thing I will always remember coming back from back country and stopping at a gas 
station where the gas attendant told Kyle Gorman he had too much cologne when the fact 
was he was not wearing any, in fact he smelt “EPIC” Nate McGinley 
 
I will always remember the people I worked with Kyle Gorman 
 
The magnificent mountains and low rise clouds that swim though them. Beza Yavuz 
 
The stars that were brighter and more clear then they have been before Rachel Brown 
 
You cannot change who a person is, nor what they think. Arguing is pointless. People 
think differently. You should just hold your tongue if you can not say anything good at 
all, or always respond to what someone says. The stronger person is the one who turns 
the cheek. Joe Smith 
 
One thing I will always remember is that I haven’t done, seen, or known everything. I 
always have a different experience each time I join NYC. I learn so much, see so much, 
more than I thought possible.  Jacqueline White 
 
One thing I will always remember is how much of a difference one group of people can 
make by doing the stuff we did. Kristin 
 
I will always remember when a group of people work together, unbelievable things can 
happen, and it’s always great to make a difference in the world.  Kevin Gorman 
 
From Now On I will Always:  



 
From now on I will always think before I speak. Nate McGinley 
 
From now I will be able to work with others.  Kyle Gorman 
 
Remember unparalleled beauty in nature.  Beza Yavuz 
 
From now on I will always make a bigger attempt to respect other peoples wishes and to 
hold my tongue against snide remarks. Rachel Brown 
 
Try not to think everyone in the world is an idiot.  Joe Smith 
 
Try to have patience with those I’d usually not. Jacqueline White 
 
I will try to be more respectful to people and nature.  Kristin Kohanes 
 
From now on, I will always try to look at life from other peoples’ perspectives.  

Kevin Gorman 
 

 
 

North 2 
Red Crew 



 
Week 1 
Pruning- BLM Roseburg 
 
Monday 
 
This weekend we had orientation. We sang Olay-Olay-Olay. We had Big fun, we also 
learned what John Travolta does for dancing. 
 
Monte Porter 
 
Tuesday 
 
Our project is for Roseburg BLM. We are pruning the trees to make the forest not look so 
crowded. It’s hard work, but our crew makes it fun. Except in the morning while we were 
working, Matt invented his shirt tucking dance and then he did the pop-lock-n-drop it 
dance. And Greg found a giant sling shot. 
 
Wednesday 
 
Red Crews objective is to clear out fire hazards on the road lending to Pat’s house. We 
only have a day and a half left and have only completed about half of the project. The 
main goal for this first week is for everyone to get to know each other. By now, most 
everybody has gotten to know each other from our good bonding time. Also this is the 
week to get used to the NYC way of life because we got five more weeks after this. 
 
Kendall 
 
Thursday 
 
This weeks objective for the red crew is to prune the corridor, pruning the corridor means 
that we have to prune the trees 10 feet from the bottom of them. We have to do this to all 
the trees up to 50’ from the road. We are doing this all the way from Pat’s house up to 
upper Camas Road. It is Thursday and we have done about ¾ of the work for this job. 
 
Austin 
 
Friday 
 
Friday was a busy day for red crew. When we woke up, we started packing up all of our 
gear. We worked hard and fast, but still didn’t finish our job. We sat in our van for six 
hours listening to 80’s music. We came up with names for our crew in case we were to 
make an NYC movie. We also used the names from Lord of the Rings; I gave them to the 
crew. 
 
Amanda Lloyd 



Week 2 
 
Monday 
This weekend as you all probably know (except Brian) we just kicked it with all the other 
crews and we went on a rec. trip which was pretty fun because we got to chill with 
everyone else that we didn’t get to see for a week. The scenery was awesome because the 
sisters mountains had snow on them and there was a huge burnt forest. We made a sweet 
rap about something called counseling poison oak, and dehydration and I jumped into a 
freezing cold lake. 
 
Tuesday 
 
This week I am excited to say that the work we are doing is a lot easier than last weeks 
work. We take breaks a lot because we’re not able to use the chain saws, though I wish I 
could. 
 
G 
 
Wednesday 
 
Our goals for this week are to cut down trees and place them in the stream to make a 
better habitat for fish. We are also making a fence around a meadow to prevent live stock 
from entering. 
 
Amanda Lloyd 
 
Thursday 
 
Our crew discovered how to clog up streams and build two varieties of fence - L rail and 
buck pole. Among other things, we’ve discovered that we can never agree on food-
concerning crises and that we are adept at annoying each other. 
 
Nicole 
 
Friday 

Tofu Replaces Hummus/Tree  
There wasn’t a pond at the campsite which didn’t contribute toward easing the 
substantially difficulty of finding the place. Actually, that didn’t matter much, but there 
was definitely supposed to be a pond. Anyway, challenges: Red crew killed a lot of 
troubles this week, starting with finding the site and continually working past social 
barriers and crew durability/dehydration/exhaustion all during the extent of all work this 
week. (Which I’m sure would seem real redundant to cover considering that all previous 
entries echo all of that) As of right now, the crew is pretty much stuck in a kind of 
crummy Laundromat with dysfunctional dryers. The only public restroom is in an 
awkward location (behind the counter of a Mexican restaurant w/ no English speaking 
people) and the door doesn’t stay shut anyway. Carrying logs is lame. Small towns are 



lame. But Matt did drop a log on his face- that’s a bummer (he’s fine, it was more ofa 
stick actually). 
 
Jen 
 
Week 3 
 
 
Monday 
 
This weekend we went on are rec trip. One group went to a museum, two groups went to 
the Stonehenge memorial and one group went on a mystery rec trip. WE camped around 
Rufus and we were right on the Columbia River. It was very fun. 
 
Michelle Romig 
 
Tuesday 
 
This week we are doing trail work for a guy named Rusty. We are on the snowlakes trail, 
and our campsite is alright. We are doing trail work because it is our job. 
 
Wednesday 
 
Our goals are to clear out a rock filled part of the trail and make it safe for hiking again.  
The main goal is for everyone to not get injured. With rolling huge rocks down the hill, it 
would be easy to get hurt. Also, it is important for each of us to get along well for two 
weeks. Lastly we need to try not to let Matt get hit in the face again. 
 
Kendall 
 
Thursday 
 
Red crew learned a lot about pushing rocks this week in addition to strengthening 
teamwork techniques. Today was pretty grey. Sentry duty allowed a few of the crew 
members to take a short break from social interaction. Ben danced the chicken dance. 
More like a kind of pathetically short preview of the booty dance. And to end the day, the 
entire crew was caught in a picturesque moment with no camera while abusing a 
ridiculously large boulder into throwing itself down the mountainside. There are far too 
many mosquitoes in camp and mountainside. Bathing in the creek isn’t helping the team 
stench. We’re also bad a mornings. Matt didn’t get hit in the face, but did fall down a 
rock pile, probably more than once! 
 
Jen Johnson 
 
Friday 
 



Our challenges were to make a huge rock slide into a trail. Like totally yeah! We also 
made a rock retaining wall. This week we had to work on waking up on time. We worked 
on getting along during our first week of back country. We had to get accustomed to 
mosquitoes though. Nicole and I scratch a lot. That’s about it. 
 
Amanda Lloyd 
 
Week 4 
 
Monday 
 
This weekend our crew decided to go on a hike for two and a half miles. The hike led us 
to a lake. We chilled there for most of the day. The water was really too cold for us to 
swim in, but me, Matt and Monte still decided to go in. We also went around the lake to a 
waterfall that looked really cool. 
 
Austin Stockton 
 
Tuesday 
 
This week we are building a rock wall, throwing a big rock off a cliff, move stumps 
around and enjoying the company of our rebellious ones, the goats. We have named one 
of the goats Jack. We are building the rock wall to keep the trail intact. We are moving 
the rock and stumps because they are in the way and also watching the rock go down the 
cliff will be really cool. 
 
Michelle Romig 
 
Wednesday 
 
Our goals are to get the trail lending to Snow Lake in ship-shape condition. The first 
switchback was completed last week so this week we’ve been rebuilding the part of the 
trail that was obliterated because it was right in the path of the rockslide. Also we have 
got to eat as much food as possible to make our packs lighter- for the hike out. Most 
people aren’t doing the best they could be at stuffing their faces, but thankfully we have 
“6” and his five burrito eating madness. 
 
Kendall 
 
Thursday 
 
We learned how to build rock walls, tear big root wades to the other side of the trail and 
trail maintenance. We also learned how to get a long for two weeks in backcountry. 
 
Amanda Lloyd. 
 



Friday 
 
Some of our crews’ challenges have been getting along the work itself and keeping Matt 
from getting hurt. We made some good progress on the project. We moved two stumps, 
built a nice rock wall and got the big rock off the trail. We still have to work on getting 
along better. I still haven’t felt the happiness vibes. Although Matt got hurt a few times 
this week, he didn’t get hurt seriously. So far I’m getting good at the work, but have to 
work on the social part of this experience.  
 
Michelle Romig 
 
Week 5 
 
Monday 
 
We all went on our little rec trips. Unfortunately, we lost a certain someone because of a 
certain something- a couple groups went on a hike, one went to some water falls, and a 
couple went too the Wenatchee lake. 
 
Monte Porter 
 
 
 
Tuesday 
For this first part of the week we are working on the Icicle Gorge trail just fixing it up 
and brushing, etc. On Thursday, we take the ferry and up to the Lake Chelan area to do 
more trail work. We will be making a trail route and  fixing a couple of blowouts. It 
should turn out to be an amazingly spectacular project. Boo yah. 
 
Kendall 
 
Wednesday 
Wir warden weider weltmeister! Our goal is to be awesome. We are switching from our 
brushing project to a trail restoration/blowout job- a ferry ride up Lake Chelan. Our goals 
are, among other things, to annoy Brian as much as possible, to make sure Matt doesn’t 
get hurt, agree on food decisions, not fight, and since it’s the last week of our session, 
hone our elitism and be better than everyone else. 
 
Nicole James 
 
Thursday 
We learned to work harder and to get along better. We had to work hard to exceed the 
contacts expectation.  
 
Matt 
 



Friday 
Our major challenge, like most of the time, was to get along, which we only did as much 
as absolutely necessary. We did, however, survive the week. Hurray! 
 
Nicole James 
 
Week 6 
 
Thursday 
This week we been chillin, work- we were brushin’ getting’ branches out of the trail, 
which was pretty boring. Then we got on the fence to our next project which was excitin’ 
and we got one week left. Woohoo! 
 
Greg Brown 
 
Friday 
This week the crew and I are working on a trail reroute because of what looked like a 
rockslide. We also have two washouts that we need to fix. Our camp is right on the shore 
of lake Chelan and it is extremely beautiful. This is also the time to cherish the NYC 
experience, for this is our last week. Shizaam! 
 
Kendal Jorgensen 
 
Saturday 
Our crew goals for this week are to finish a 300-400 yard section of brand new trail. We 
also want to keep from being dehydrated. We also move a bunch of logs that even in the 
middle of the trail, POW. 
 
Monte 
 
Sunday 
On this project, our crew is honing our trail building skills, which consists of brushing, 
rock pushing, log-removing, bleeding and determination. We’re getting better at trying 
not to kill each other, but Denise did throw a rock down the gulley at Kendall as he was 
getting water. Fortunately, our comic relief survived. We’ve learned that top ramen is a 
God send for some people, that being in the middle of a burn area is scary during a windy 
thunderstorm and that the air is cold. 
 
Nicole James 
 
Monday 
Challenge List! 

1) Getting along 
2) Hiking up the mountain 
3) Swimming in the cold lake 
4) Making trail 



5) Loving one another 
 
Accomplishment List 
 

1) We love all 
2) We’ve hiked up the mountain three times 
3) We’ve always had water 
4) Almost all of us have swam in the lake 
5) We’re in the process of making some sweet trail 

 
Other things (Because I want to write more) 
 
We almost burned down the shelter. Kendall shaved a smiley face in the back of Monte’s 
head � . We’ve have enough bagels until today. There haven’t been any huge fights 
today. We only have 2.5 days of work left, so our time to annoy Brian is coming short, 
and I anticipate books and coffee upon my return home. Yaay! 
 
Nicole James 
 
 
My Most Challenging day at NYC was 
 
Michelle Romig: My most challenging day of NYC was one Monday when I had trouble 
concentrating on work. 
 
Nicole James: My most challenging day is not necessarily any one day, but any day that 
included extensive arguing between crew members. 
 
Jen Johnson: The most frustrating day I experienced at NYC was during the beginning of 
week five when I had grown comfortable enough with the crew that my focus shifted 
mainly to social interaction and I slipped into a phase of extreme agitation. 
 
Amanda Lloyd: My most challenging day at NYC was our second to last day and it 
rained all day. 
 
Kendal Jorgensen: Definitely the three mile hike into backcountry. The only time quitting 
ran through my head constantly. 
 
Monte Porter: My most challenging day was the first trying to get to know everyone and 
the way they functioned. 
 
Austin Stockton: My most challenging day was the first day. I had to figure out how 
things were done like chores and stuff. 
 
Lauren Gray: My most challenging day was my first day. I had to wake up extra early 
and I had to learn how things worked within the program. 



 
My three favorite NYC Experiences Were: 
 
Michelle Romig: My three favorite NYC experiences were when everyone was dancing 
in the bus to Juno Reactor, half the crew running away from bees, and when matt dragged 
the tree to the fire pit when we had the first fire. 
 
Nicole JameS: My three favorite NYC experiences: 

1) The Juno Reactor bus dance party 
2) Rocking on the bus to Queen with everyone scream-singing the lyrics 
3) The movie skit night during our first back country assignment 

 
Matt:  

1) The first day when I couldn’t remember why I signed up for this1 
2) All three weekend sites and rec trips 
3) The last week because it turned into a countdown till the end and we finished 

the project 
 
Jen Johnson: The Lion King soundtrack/music bus stuff, the ‘Brian’s assertion of mainly 
hood point system’ and the various lady tent talk parties, but most importantly- Hot 
Pocket! 
 
Amanda L: The Brian Scott point system, Jen and my trail singing, Screaming No Doubt 
on the bus 
 
Kendall Jorgensen:  

1) Meeting super cool people and hopefully making life-long friends out of them 
2) The good times in general that I had with my crew 
3) Looking over newly completed trail knowing we just made it 

 
Monte Porter 

1) Juno Reactor 
2) Movie skit night 
3) Looking at some sweet new perfect trail and being able to say that I helped 

make it 
 
Austin Stockton 

1) The rec. trips were mainly the best experience 
2) Juno Reactor 
3) Also the work 

 
Lauren Gray: My three favorite NYC experiences: 

1) Teaching Matt to pop lock and drop it 
2) The rec trips I went on 
3) Finding Jack the mountain goat and having philosophical conversations with 

him 



 
At NYC I learned… 
 
Michelle Romig: At NYC I learned how cool it is to see finished trail behind you that you 
helped make, how difficult it is to live with 10 other people for six weeks and a lot of 
books I need to read. 
 
Nicole James: How to use various tools/complete various projects, How frustrating it can 
be when people around you are arguing, even if the argument does not concern you at all 
and a lot of cool things I need to do in college.  
 
Matt- I learned how to get a long with people and take there emotions into account. To 
work harder and longer than I though I could and that six weeks isn’t that long. 
 
Jen Johnson: Three discoveries attributed to the NYC experience?.... How strong/weak I 
am, how adaptable and usually open hearted people are, and that doing work that actually 
accomplished something substantial is the most rewarding kind around, especially if you 
strengthen yourself by doing it. 
 
Amanda Lloyd: Wild animals are not pets so please don’t feed them. 
 
Kendall Jorgensen: Work is freakin tough, work can be fun or can stink depending on 
your attitude, and the attitudes of those around you can make a huge difference positively 
or negatively. 
 
Austin Stockton- 1) I learned how to work really hard- 2) I learned teamwork and 3) I 
also learned how to make friends 
 
Lauren Gray: While being at NYC I learned to be more patient with myself and with 
other people. And I learned to have tougher mentality to get things done and to never 
give up and I learned to make drop dead gorgeous trail. 
 
One thing I will always remember: 
 
Michelle Romig: One thing I will always remember is how our crew could hate each 
other one minute and be best friends the next minute. 
 
Nicole James: I will always remember how great it is to be removed from societal 
expectations and restraint.  
 
Matt: I won’t just remember one thing, I’ll remember my crew, my leader and the three 
awesome rovers. 
 
Jen Johnson: “Don’t tell Tom” or “Look at that strong, mysterious yak” 
  
Kendal Jorgensen: Brian 



 
Monte Porter: I will always remember Brian. He is cool, a good listener, and a great 
father figure. He taught me a lot. 
 
Austin Stockton: I will always remember this crew. 
 
Laruen Gray: I will always remember my crewleader Brian. I could always talk to him 
about any problem I had. He’s just so awesome and I will always remember meeting my 
best friend “G” I could talk to him about anything. I will never forget those two people. 
 
From Now on I will Always: 
 
Michelle Romig: From now on I will always try to bite things in the butt before they get 
on my nerves too bad. 
 
Nicole James: I will always remember how much my interactions with other people may 
effect those around me. 
 
Matt: Respect what the person in charge says no matter what. 
 
Jen Johnson: Expect more from everybody, especially myself. 
 
Kendal Jorgensen: Look at each trail with a criticizing eye. 
 
Monte: I will always give everyone a chance to prove who they are and not judge them 
before I know who they are. 
 
Austin Stockton: From no on I will always work harder than ever. 
 
Lauren Gray: I will always work my hardest no matter how tired I am and try to be more 
patient with others, including myself. 
 



 
 

North 2 
Yellow Crew 
 
Week 1 
Clackamas River Trail 
Mt. Hood National Forest 
 
Sunday 6/10 
Today was a good day for the yellow crew. We set up camp quick, fast, and helpful. Also 
I am happy to make it here to the program safe due to the long train ride. 
 
Darnell Tyson 
 
Monday 6/11 
Today our crew split into two different groups to accommodated two different work sites. 
Those who went to the nearest site included: Darnell, Angie, Pablo, and Amanda. They 
worked on digging out a hill to under the trail, which happened to be right on the edge of 
a very steep hill, which emailed at the dear blue Clackamas. The second crew included: 
Tina, Zack, Mollie, Laura and Rachel (our current rover). The second group worked on 
removing vegetation to widen another part of the trail. Many widened the narrow trail for 
many yards, which included removing a small hillside, plants, logs, stumps, and larger 



rocks. They dragged a long, heavy log to restore a part of the trail falling down another 
steep grade. Through all the effort it was the wrong log.  
 
Today we all met Jacqueline Oaks, a trail engineer whom is also our sponsor. Liz 
informed us that Jacqueline told her that an NYC crew had worked on this morning 
which we brushed almost a miles worth, until we ran into a hornets nest. Poor Thomas 
got stung behind one of his ears. Anyway… Jacqueline informed Liz that we had done a 
better job than the former trail crew, much older group even. She was very proud. 
 
So far we are all doing well, getting used to each other and our surroundings. No one has 
suggested that they want to because although we all try to take a rest or a sit on the job. 
So far, so good. But we still have 41 days to go. 
 
Mollie 
 
Tuesday 6/12 
Our project this week is to widen and smooth the trail. That was too steep; hikers were 
scared to hike it because it’s to steep. Tomorrow we are going to build a bridge. We are 
in the Mt. Hood National Forest.  
Pablo 
 
Wednesday 6/13 
Today was a really fun day. I think most of us started the day a little tired, but we all got 
up and moving pretty quickly. We started out moving a few logs over and started pealing 
them while a few other people started digging a trench for them to lay in for the bridge. 
We split up after lunch and Amanda, Angie and I went with Jackie to another fire hazard 
spot. We cleaned up there and the other people stayed worked on the bridge. I think we 
all had fun getting dirty and working in the mud after work Liz and Rachel let us go 
down to the river and wash up our boots because we were all very dirty. It was fun and 
really cooling after a long day of hard work. 
 
Thursday 6/14 
Today was very interesting. We all worked together on the bridge area in the morning 
and a while after our break, five people set out for the other trail. We all worked on a trail 
there, Asa was our “leader” for the time being and a good one too. After work Liz took us 
to a river and we relaxed for a bit, then did our SEED on the water cycle right next to the 
water. That was very cold 
 
Amanda Olds 
 
Friday 6/15 
This week, the crew had a lot of challenges with communication. A group of people also, 
lots of physical challenges with building a bridge through a deep mud puddle and 
walking a long trail in an attempt at a quick maintenance job. We all became stronger and 
closer by the end of the week even though our campsite was way west of the whole 
program. We are prepared to rough it in a harder situation next week. 



 

Yellow Crew 
 
Week 2 
 
Project: Ochoco Weeds 
 
Monday 6/18 
First of all the weekend was “great.” My crew (the yellow crew) went to a lake for a 
couple of hours, chilled, talked and most importantly had fun. We also spent one hour in 
the wonderful town of sisters and we all got to go into some good stores plus got to see 
all the hot cars riding by. Also the whole yellow crew performed in front of all the other 
crews and staff. Personally I think my crew was the best plus we were friendly and 
respectful the whole weekend. 
 
Darnell Tyson 
 
Tuesday 6/19 
This week we were assigned to pull Houndstongue at the Ochoco National Forest. Today 
seemed to have gone very slowly. Almost as if it were two separate days. Not too much 
excitement. Except towards the end when we thought Darnell and Asa went missing and 
it turned out that they had gone and worked ahead at the next site. “good job guys.” Also 
when we got back to camp, most of us cleaned off in the water pump and we are already 
to go to bed as soon as possible “Yay!” 
 
Amanda Olds 
 
Wednesday 6/13 
Today was a good day for the yellow crew, although pulling out Houndstongue is never a 
really wonderful job, the day went faster than the previous days though. It wasn’t really a 
magnificent morning, since none of us really enjoy waking up to the cold temperatures, 
but we made it to the site within an hour. That’s pretty good considering we don’t receive 
the best directions and the day improved as it continued. By late mid day it was scorching 
hot. We split into two different groups and attacked two different sections of the road, 
fortunately, we got a lot done today, so we won’t have to reach on extra hours. Later mid 
day we found a mishap with the van. While on this back road in the boonies of Oregon, 
moving around to pull Houndstongue the front right tire some how collected a nail 
amongst all the chipped rocks and fallen trees on the road. Around 2 PM we discovered 
the tire was flat. Liz, Denise, Cory and I (Mollie) had quite a time trying to get the spare 
tire on. By the end we gave up and decided to head out to Paulina, not Paleena. So we left 
work at 3:20 PM after collecting the tire while some of us petted the five local herd dogs 
and some of us ate in the van. We were all just glad to get to camp, swim, wash up and 
cool down. Plus we are ecstatic that the week is almost over. 
 
Mollie 
Thursday 6/14 



Today the awesome yellow crew picked Houndstongue very thoroughly in the woods. It 
was a very hot day but every body worked very hard today. The sponsor checked in with 
us. She was pretty impressed with how far we were. Everyone was in a great mood 
because tomorrow is Friday and every day comes to an end. 
 
Angie Butler 
 
Friday 6/15 
No Entry 
 

 
North 2 
Yellow Crew 
 
Week 3 
Little Pend Orielle US Wildlife 
 
Monday 6/25 
 
This weekend we were at the Columbia River Gorge. Our campsite had a nice view of the 
Columbia River on one side and train tracks on the other. My group went to a state park 
where others visited the Stonehenge Replica, a fishery, or an art museum. Today was our 
first day of slash piling. We are working in a wildlife refuge with the Yellow Idaho crew. 
I think we all enjoyed slash piling, especially since we weren’t picking Houndstongue. 
The only difficult part of the day was when it rained for a few hours. Luckily the sun 
came out by the afternoon. 
 
Laura Stein 
 
Tuesday 6/26 
 
This week my crew, the “Yellow crew” were in little Pend Oreille. We are slash piling, 
which to me is somewhat interesting because we all can relax and enjoy our selves at the 
same time. The reason of this project is to prevent wild fires from spreading and burning 
down the forest. After day 2, so far “The Crew” is handling things pretty well. Keep up 
the positive Attitudes “Yellow Crew” 
 
Darnell Tyson, AKA D-Nice 
 
Wednesday 6/27 
 
So basically, Liz is the best crew leader ever and beside the fact of life, today was sad but 
quick. Molly was not feeling her best last night, as well as this morning. So when her 
pain came back during safety circle, Liz decided it was best to Bring Mollie to the 
Doctor.  They were gone until almost an hour before lunch or so… during that time Nat 



& Adam (the Idaho rover and Idaho’s forest god; Tom) helped us with our slash piling. 
During our first break, the other “Not as yellow” yellow crew sat right next to us. It was 
all a bit awkward, but not entirely. After Mollie and Liz came back, Mollie’s PMA 
helped everyone up and the day went a lot faster. 
 
Amanda Olds 
 
Thursday 6/28 
 
Today was a pretty good day because the real yellow crew worked really hard and got a 
lot done. We all worked together and had some great conversations that made the time 
pass by much faster. Tomorrow we are going to a different site and hope to have a lot of 
fun. I fell and hit my knee, packing not but tis all good. We all packed up fast when we 
got back and Liz took us on a trip to town and most people stocked up on junk food and 
on the way home, Liz almost hit a poor tracer turtle. It was pretty funny. Now with the 
work winding down, we are all ready for the weekend to come. 
 
Friday 6/29 
 
The two yellow crews had to go their separate ways today, but we left on good terms and 
we also got up bright and early to pack and take down our tents. Then we met the sponsor 
at the worksite and slash piled for four hours. Then we met the sponsor at the fire station 
and ate water melon and donuts and we also got to take showers and then we said our 
good byes and got in the van. We went for a seven hour long van ride to the weekend 
site. We got to the weekend site and busted out by putting up our tents, setting up camp 
and doing chores. We had a really good day and an awesome time! 
 
Angie Butler 
 

North 2 
 
Yellow Crew 
 
Week 4\ 
John Day national Monument 
Clarno Unit Trails 
 
Monday 7/2 
 
Today was a long hot day. We also started a new project that is big for the future of 
NYC. The whole crew is excited to set a good impression for NYC, since Yellow Crew is 
the first to work in this area. 
 
Tuesday 7/3 
 



This week we are in John Day Fossil Bed National Monument, which is in Fossil, 
Oregon. Our projects include both trail destruction, and trail restoration. We have been 
alternating between covering unnecessary trails with brush so that they disappear, and 
fixing other trails that are eroding. Despite rising temperatures and the blasting sun, we 
are still managing to get a lot at work done. 
 
Laura Stein 
 
Wednesday 7/4 
 
We woke up early this morning, AKA 4:30 AM. After a night of giggles and guitar, we 
lost our swimming privileges, and by the end of the day, we were all tired. After our eight 
hour day in the sun wiping out the trail while it was 110 degrees, we were all wishing we 
had been quiet the night before. The swim was made up by a fourth of July trip to the 
town of Condon a nice town in the boonies of Oregon where we enjoyed a nice view of 
the local Fourth of July barbeque and watching a pick up drive up and down main street 
with a confederate flag. 
 
So we had dinner, then drove back to camp where it is still hot and windy and now we all 
want to sleep, even though it is only 7:30 PM. I guess late nights, early mornings and the 
heat can really wear you out. So some of us are in bed and some of us are enjoying our 
common exhaustion at the kitchen table with the tarp bumping our heads, because the 
wind keeps whipping it down. We eventually just gave up on the whole tarp idea and it is 
beautiful out here, although it is dry and brown and tan, it is still beautiful. 
 
So now that the day is over and we are enjoying our trail work, sponsor, sheer 
exhaustion, and shirt and glove and tank we are ready for bed! 
 
Mollie 
 
Thursday 7/5 
 
Today was the hottest day of all. We understood the heat by this point and worked hard 
under the suns blinding glare. We mostly did trail work, pulling out huge rocks as the sun 
began to peak over the valley ridges. The second half of the day consisted mostly of 
flattening out sloped trails and drinking amounts of warm water. There was no escaping 
the 110 degree temperature. The sweat dripped off our faces. 
 
Friday 7/6 
 
Today went quickly. When we woke up this morning, we took the white walls down as 
the crew leaders took their personal tents down. As soon as the trailer was packed, we 
had safety circle and went down the trail to finish yesterdays work. We completed an 
entire trail doing so. After an exact 15 minute break, we headed back towards camp to go 
to another trail to remove rocks. But when we all arrived at camp, John, our sponsor, was 
there and us being as brilliant as we are, knowing it was his birthday today, gave him a 



card that we made and signed the night before. We sang him happy birthday. He liked it 
so much he let us take showers right then. We all jumped and yelped in happiness. I think 
this week was fun, even with the heat of every day, and the arguments, disappointments 
some of us might have had, it was all worth it. Only two more weeks to go, but it’s not 
time to think of something as sad as leaving, not now. 
 
Amanda Olds 
 

North 2 
Yellow Crew 
 
Week 4 
Wenatchee 
Alpine Lakes 
 
Monday 7/9 
Yesterday was our first back country. We spent our morning getting all of our bags 
together. The hike was very hard- it took us about three hours and Mollies bag was very 
heavy. It was up Wenatchee National Forest and then we had a really relaxing day. 
 
Micah 
 
Tuesday 7/10 
This week, we are in Alpine Likes Wilderness area. After we spent the morning making 
drain dips and brushing the trail, we started our major project for the week, which is re-
routing a section of trail. Because the original trail has significant water damage, our 
sponsor decided to move it up onto the slope. This is our first time building a brand new 
section of trail. 
 
Laura Stein 
 
Wednesday 7/11 
This week we started off with the goal to make a new trail which we all liked. But sadly 
today we were informed we needed to stop and do trail maintenance, in other words go 
up and clean it up and make it pretty looking. We started on a long walk to our next work 
spot and I personally didn’t even take five minutes. The work wasn’t hard. After we got 
off work, we hiked back and me and Ben stopped and looked around. It was beautifull. 
We had a good talk. Also, Tom came to work with us. Asa 
 
Thursday 7/12 
 
Today was decent. Asa and I woke up to make breakfast and after safety circle, we made 
a hike up to our work site from yesterday. We lopped a lot of bushes that were hanging in 
the trail and said hi to the hikers that passed, hoping that they would fall into our “booby-
traps” but sadly none did. Around lunch we all fell asleep and it seemed a little longer 
than a half hour…. Hmmmm….. After work ended we headed back down to our camp. 



We had two full hours of tree time. Mollie and some others clipped their heads to wash 
off the day. 
 
Amanda Olds 
 
Friday 7/13 
 
Today was full of change and intensity. We began by brushing the trail just below our 
camp. The morning seemed easy and regular until dust clouds began to immensely cover 
the sky. As a storm arose upon how wind, we decided to find shelter back at camp, 
dropping our electricity conducting metal tools.. We huddled under the yellow tarp. Rain 
poured through the canyon as thunder roared constantly against rocky cliffs. It was an 
epic hour of danger and education. Finally, the sun melted away the clouds just in time 
for the pack horses to arrive with our re-supply. Rusty not only brought food, but also 
rekindled our original trail project from Tuesday. The crew quickly went to work, 
moving big rocks and clearing stuff. The day ended with the last drop of iodine water, but 
our break was halted by a missing rock. It was found after impatient frustration and tired 
searching. 
 
Joel Janson 
 

North 2 
Yellow Crew 
 
Week 6 
Snow Lakes Trail 
Wenatchee National Forest 
 
Monday 7/16 
We had a great day off at our camp in the back country. After waking up at 9:30 AM, we 
spent the majority of the day gorging ourselves on excessive food supply that we don’t 
want to pack out. We also bathed in the river, slept, read and rested. Sunday was a very 
productive day off. 
 
Laura Stein 
 
Tuesday 7/17 
 
Today was a fairly good day, although still having a missing link to our crew. We got a 
lot done and had fun. It was cool working as a whole crew to get one rock out, but it was 
a big one and a big accomplishment. Now with our bellies stuffed and the night winding 
down, we are all ready for bed. 
 
Thomas Clark 
 
Wednesday 7/18 



Today was the second to last work day, and then we go home. I can say I am going to 
miss some of these people. 
 
Today during work, we got to move very small rocks- Just kidding. Today we built up the 
rock wall that the red crew started to build and moved some rocks out of the dirt. It is 
going to be weird not waking up and not seeing these same people. I know when I go 
home, I will have stories to tell. 
 
Micah Robinson  
 
Thursday 7/19 
Today is our last work day. We all wake up to some great hope. We are walking out 
today after work. But put the heavy packs on our backs and walk/run down the changed 
hill. We go to Leavenworth and head out. Today was a great day. 
 
Friday 7/20 
Today we drove for a long period of time it seemed. We drove from Leavenworth to 
sisters and ran into another North-2 crew, blue crew, but only for a few moments. 
Afterwards, once we got to Sisters, we went back to our first weekend site and barely 
unpacked anything there. We set up the back country tents and went to bed. 
Amanda Olds 
 

 
My most challenging day at NYC… 
 
Darnell- My most challenging day at NYC was when me and a couple of my crew 
members got lost. Our first week on a trail was tough, but we made it back. 
 
Asa- My most challenging day at NYC was when the whole yellow crew went back 
country, but I think on the way back will be worse. 
 
Micah- I have not been here for a very long time, but the hardest thing I have had to do is 
get used to not taking showers. 
 
Mollie- My most challenging day at NYC would have to be the first day- orientation and 
meeting all of these new peers and looking forward to the next six weeks- not knowing 
what to expect- the anticipation. 
 
Joel- My most challenging day was the first weekend site. I was overwhelmed by 
overfriendly people that I had only met once before. Chores were very confusing. After a 
week of working quietly with only a handful of other people, the weekend was incredibly 
stressful. The weekends got better as I became more familiar with the larger group of 
NYC kids. 
 



Amanda- My most challenging day at NYC so far was when we were in the Ochocos 
pulling Houndstongue. One of the days I felt so sick and nauseated that I wanted to just 
throw up and go to bed, but I felt better later that day. 
 
Angie- My most challenging day was Monday, July 9th- the hike up the cliff on 
backcountry. 
 
Laura- My most challenging day was the Wednesday of the second week. We had been 
pulling Houndstongue all week, and by then I was bored and very discouraged by 
seemingly endless patches. It was difficult to stay motivated, but the knowledge that 
every weed I pulled was one less I had to pull, and that eradicating the invasive weed 
would allow native plants to flourish kept me working delightfully.  
 
Thomas- My most challenging day at NYC so far I would have to say the hike up 
backcountry because I have bad hips and knees and it was very painful, but overall totally 
worth the pain and trouble. 
 
 

My three favorite experiences at NYC… 
 
Darnell- One of my most favorite experiences at NYC was backcountry because we got 
to build new trail. Also, we got thanked by a lot of hikers that pass by. It made me feel 
good about myself. Another favorite experience was the first weekend site because I got 
to get to know some of my peers. My favorite NYC experience of all was winning the 
watermelon contest. 
 
Asa- My one favorite thing at NYC was when we went on our last rec trip. The yellow 
crew went to a town called Leavenworth. The other times we went to Leavenworth and 
saw a car show. It was fun and we are now building trails.  
 
Mollie- Singing “Build me up Buttercup,” just sitting around with my crew, feeling like 7 
AM is sleeping in 
 
Joel- I enjoyed getting to know people I would have never talked to. I liked working in 
the Mt. Hood area and the John Day site because of the particular natural scenery. I liked 
building trail because it focused me in a satisfying way. 
 
Angie- Was the first week we all spent together getting to know each other 
 
Micah- My first week was getting to know everyone, getting to know how everyone 
works, and meeting my crew leader 
 
Laura- My favorite part of NYC was going into the backcountry for two weeks. I also 
enjoyed finding eroded trails in John Day National Monument. Finally, I liked meeting 
people from other crews during the weekend. 
 



Thomas- One of my favorite experiences out here would have to be getting to know all of 
these new people, many of which I will be hanging out with after this is all over with. 
Another one of my favorite experiences would be learning so much more about the 
woods and wild areas in general. The last thing would be back country because we got to 
build new trail and have a lot of fun at the same time. 
 
Amanda-My favorite experience out here is pretty much just being out here in the first 
place. I love the woods, I love meeting new people, and those people I’ve met I’ve grown 
close to. So it’s all worth it. 
 

At NYC I learned…  
 
Darnell- Three important things I learned from this experience is self control, how I could 
accept things, I could not change and move on. Another was how I could get along with 
people my age and younger. I thought I never would be able to. The most important thing 
I learned here was how I could push myself to the limit so I could achieve more. 
 
Asa- I learned to respect others and myself, to listen to my boss and to work hard. 
 
Mollie- Responsibility for my crew, cross sawing, and a larger part about who I am. 
 
Joel- I learned not to judge people based on first impressions, I learned how to respond to 
authority in a positive way. I gained a better perspective of who I am among random 
people. 
 
Micah- I have learned ho to work under stressful situations when I am told to do. 
Sometimes do it and how to get along with people that make me mad sometimes. 
 
Angie- To just blow away all my stress and to work with others. 
 
Thomas- Three things I have learned while being out here is for one, I learned to work as 
a part of a team and not independently. Two- I learned that I can push myself and 
consistently work hard for a full eight hour day. Three- I have learned a lot about respect. 
Towards others and myself which has a major affect on peoples attitudes. 
 
Amanda- Three things that I have learned out here are: 1) To take responsibility upon 
myself and do what I know needs to be done without someone telling me what to do. 2) 
Learning to be patient with other people. 3) Working as hard as I can and staying focused 
so I can get the job done. 
 
Laura- It is better to follow rules you don’t agree with as opposed to disobey them, try to 
avoid petty argument instead of getting involved, and It’s easier to get along with people 
than to dislike them. 
 

One thing I will always remember: 
 



Darnell- one thing I will always remember is my crew “yellow” 07 and how sometimes 
we didn’t all get a long but how we pushed through hard times and how we worked so 
hard to get our projects done and done really well. 
 
Asa- I will always remember my crew and it’s leader Liz, we all love her. 
 
Mollie- Singing as a crew, and laughing over stupid comments. 
 
Joel- I will always remember the change in mentality that occurred after getting used to 
such an unusual situation. Quickly accepting a new environment. 
 
Micah- All the new people that I meet and new friends I made. 
 
Angie- It will have to be Liz riding away on a horse and sticking her tongue out at us. 
 
Thomas- One thing I know I can’t ever forget is my great crew. We have had bad times 
as well as great. I shall never forget my crew leader. She is awesome and I love her to 
death and she has done nothing but keep me going and I am going to come back because 
I had so much fun. 
 
Amanda- The one thing I will always remember is the people at NYC. Meaning not just 
my crew, but all four crews and all of the crew leaders and rovers. Everyone I’ve met 
since I’ve been her has been so kind and friendly to me as well as one another. And 
although we all have our differences, we all seem to fit together. Even though I only see 
them on the weekends, I can still remember all their names and I wont let myself forget 
them either. Oh and I love my crewleader Liz. 
 
I will always remember the many parts of Oregon and Washington that I got to see. I 
loved driving through the desserts and forest and watching the landscape change. I will 
also remember how much fun it is to sleep on the ground for six weeks. 
 

From now on I will always… 
 
Darnell- From now on I will always do the thing I do to the fullest and enjoy every 
moment of it. 
 
Asa- Be more respectful. 
 
Mollie- know myself as I am out here 
 
Joel- Be more motivated to accomplish boring tasks.  
 
Micah- Listen to my boss 
 
Angie- To watch my tone while talking to others 
 



Thomas- From now on I will always think of others and what I say before I say it because 
I now know the affect of my word as opinion has on people. 
 
Amanda- From now on I will always do what I’m supposed to without being told. 
 
Laura- I will try to get to know people that I wouldn’t have become friends with based on 
my first impressions of them. 
 

 
 

North 2 
Blue Crew 
 
Week 1 
 
Monday-6/11 
This weekend I came to NYC expecting an experience but nothing like this. At 1 PM 
when I walked into the projector room, I knew this would be an adventure, but camping 
with guys I met three hours ago was something else. The next day we got into our crews 
and left for our projects. Fencing a mine shaft 200 feet deep for the first week I knew this 
was the right choice. 
 
Mason Trap 



 
Tuesday 6/12 
We started working on a fence and put up wire. We checked out the scene first. 
Afterwards we put stakes in the ground. Next we attached wire on stakes. We worked on 
different areas. On the way to camp, we stopped to get water. Now we are doing chores. 
 
Chris White 
 
Wednesday 6/13 
Our goals for this week- to enjoy the friends I got now before going back with the old 
ones. Also beat the time of sawing and make or redo the trails. I hope I bring big foot 
home. 
 
Sergio 
 
Thursday 6/14 
The most obvious thing we learned this week was how to build fences and saw the limbs 
off lots of trees. On top of that we learned how to maintain our camp more or less 
efficiently. We are still learning about each other and how to get along, but we work well 
as a team already. I myself, I learned how good I had it back home. 
 
Leor 
 
 
Week 2 
Ochoco National Forest 
Paulina Ranger District 
 
Monday 6/18 
This weekend was pretty chill. WE were the last crew to show up to the weekend site. It 
was all good. We sat up tents and ate all the leftovers. It was all right. On Saturday we 
split into different groups. Joe, Leor and I went to some pretty cool lake. We just chilled 
out and ate by the lake and matt tried to get me in trouble. It was pretty lame but we’re 
chill now. 
 
Tuesday 6/19 
Today we picked Houndstongue in the sun. It wasn’t fun till we were done. We chilled 
with Tom and then we left. Now I’m writing but I started again for some reason. Oh 
yeah, Turkey Dinner 
 
Matt 
 
Wednesday 6/20 
Our crew’s goals for the week are to meet our hours and to get rid of the dang 
Houndstongue. Sergio’s goal is still to find big foot. 
 



Michael Lampson 
 
Thursday 6/21 
My Homeys on Blue crew learned how to identify Houndstongue. What to listen to in the 
morning plus we found the gates . Don’t drink the creek water. Sergio’s bites and Lee’s 
gloves bleed yellow. That is what my crew has learned. 
 
Mason Trapp 
 
Week 3 
Baker Snoqualmie Nation Forest  
Necklace Valley Trail 
 
Monday 6/25 
We hiked five miles this morning to get to our backcountry camp. The hike was good but 
tough. When we got to camp, we started work on our bridge project. This project is 
awesome because we don’t have to pick up the dang Houndstongue anymore. No more 
walking straight up hills. 
 
Tuesday 6/26 
Our project this week is to build a bridge across a river in Washington. We are building 
the bridge because the bridge from last year washed away and because now the only way 
to get across the river if you don’t want to swim or wade is to walk across a log. 
 
 
Wednesday 6/27 
My crew’s goal is to create a bridge that entitles us cut, hacking, burning and assembling 
the hand rail and toping the log. Some of my crews other goals are to find and hunt down 
a bear. Not get eaten by the bear. And not pull any hounds tongue.  
Mason 
 
 
Thursday 6/28 
We learned to build bridge, make dirt of trail. 
 
Leor 
 
Friday 6/29 
The challenges that our crew came across this week were trying to meet our hours after 
being four hours late to work on Monday. We also had to hike in five miles to our 
worksite. It took a lot of work. We also had a couple of hard hats fall in the water and 
were swept away. There also were a couple of arguments but they were resolved. There 
were also a lot of achievements. We got the bridge finished in time and it looked 
awesome. 
 
Michael 



 
Week 4 
Slash Piling 
 
 
Monday 7/2 
What I did this weekend: I got to the weekend site and set up camp, then played a game I 
thought was pretty fun. The Saturday we chilled at some lake that was all right almost fell 
15’ and some log that was pretty funny. Then Sunday we packed up and drove a lot. 
 
Tommaso Tellini 
 
Tuesday 7/3 
The project this week is slash piling and fire lining. We are in Washington State. We pick 
up chainsawed stuff and pile it to help prevent crown fires and fire line for a prescribed 
burn. MMM that looks mighty tasty on the side of that Mayo can an artichoke shazam. 
 
Mason Trapp 
 
 
 
Wednesday 7/4 
Our crews goals for the week are to finish the slash piles and not get eaten by a bear or 
cougar. We also need to meet our hours and Sergio’s goal is still to find big foot.  
 
Thursday 7/5 
This week we learned how to slash pile and how boring slash piling is. We also learned 
some stuff about nature refuges most of which I already forgot and that is about all we 
learned this week. Boring Satan/Santa. I lied we also learned about how to make a fire 
break or line for prescribed burns. 
 
 
Friday 7/6 
Our accomplishments- Making the pile nice and perfect and getting stung by angry bees 
because we were so stinky they loved us plus the challenge was keeping our anger. PS I 
will keep on searching for my friend Bigfoot because I love him. 
 
Sergio 
 
Week 5 
Wenatchee National Forest 
Wenatchee River Ranger District 
White Pine Trail 
 
Monday 7/9 



This weekend we returned to the same weekend site we were at the week before, but it 
was set up differently. On Saturday we went to the rec trips and me and Chris went to this 
cool waterfall. When we got back something had blown the tarps off our tents, that was 
weird. Later that day we had the crew Olympics, in which blue crew won the cook-off. 
That was rad. The next day we packed up and left. Tommaso thought it was Tuesday.  
Leor 
 
Tuesday 7/10 
So far we have been taking apart two bridges and making turn pikes. It’s been pretty fun 
so far. It’s fun throwing down huge logs down the hill. And why we are doing this, 
hummm well I don’t know. 
 
Tomasso 
 
Wednesday 7/11 
Our goals for this week was to finish the beautiful bridge for both hikers and horse and 
also to make Larry’s most happiest moment ever. Fly baby fly and don’t stop until you 
get there…. Mmm pie. 
 
Sergio 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 7/12 
We learned how to destroy bridges. We learned how to move big rocks. Safely our crew 
also learned to make turnpikes. 
 
Chris White 
 
Friday 7/13 
This week my crew cleared rocks’ and stuff off of the trail and moved a grip of wood off 
the trail after we exploded a bridge by hand. 
 
Anthony Carter 
 
Week 6 
Wenatchee National Forest 
Wenatchee River Ranger District 
White Pine Trail 
 
Monday 7/16 
My crew drove to the lake to have showers. Thank God we were not supposed to have 
them for two weeks. Then Sergio was watching out the hot action eyes on the look out for 
Bigfoot. Then on Sunday- we had to work a full day. That was that we adopted our 
second language. 



 
Mason Trapp 
 
Tuesday 7/17 
Our project this week is making the turnpikes from last week wider and better. We also 
had to take out all the culverts and in their place we built fjords. 
 
Wednesday 7/18 
Our goals for the week are to get some stuff done. And to get home, yay. Big foot hasn’t 
been found yet so Sergio’s goal probably won’t be met. The government also hasn’t 
attacked yet so I bet it will be attacking tonight or tomorrow. They have been watching us 
with robotic surveillance deer. I believe it might be the Canadian government. And they 
will set upon us with their armies of genetically mutated polar bears. 
 
Lee 
 
Thursday 7/19 
We learned about Salmon and about volcanoes. We also heard Larry. 
 
Friday 7/20 
Our crew’s challenges were working as far as we could, and finishing brushing the trail. 
We finished turn pikes and brushing. 
 
 
 
My most Challenging Day @ NYC was- 
 
My most challenging day was when we hiked to the back country. We had attempted it 
the previous day, but we were moving too slow to make it on time, so we set up our camp 
and stayed the night at the trail head. The next day we set out early with our packs on our 
backs. They were really heavy and the straps kept digging into my skin, which was 
extremely painful. Periodically I had to stop and sit on a rock or something.. I ate a PBJ 
and it was great By the time we got to the campsite we were tired, wet and sore. Then we 
had to set up our tents, unpack all the food, and go work half a day. The main challenge 
was the hike itself. Probably the hardest thing I’ve ever done. 
 
My Three Favorite NYC Experiences Were: 
One of my favorite NYC experiences was when I survived the apocalypse on Friday the 
13th. A man came and told me that I am Jon Conner’s and will lead a rebellion against the 
robots. Apparently the space time barrier can only be breached to allow time travel when 
the Lord of darkness comes to earth and creates a massive thunder storm. AKA- on 
Friday the 13th the Lord of Darkness came to earth so the rest of the day went just fine. 
My second favorite NYC experience is when me and Lee and Michael found the huge 
amount of blackberries that have been polluted by the Columbia river. Michael then 
thought that it would be funny to put some blackberry juice up his nose so that it looked 
like he was bleeding. Now when I am done with this, I will go and get some more. My 



third and final favorite experience at NYC would have to be that one time and the Rufas 
site- in one minute I swam across the Columbia and then invented another 3 minutes a 
flying machine out of a tree. It flew pretty good. We also have a lot of deer attacks on the 
same site. They were mean and ate grizzly bears that shot bee’s out of their mouths. By 
they way, gears of war is real and the whole game happened in a day while we were 
sleeping. The Bigfoot attack with his dog the chupircabra, and his evil doppleganer 
sasgnate came and ate Joe, Matt, Pablo, Darnel, Kory and the other matt. Then the yeti 
came to save us all so we’re all communist. (By the way Sergio is a robot- don’t trust him 
or Michael- he works for Mexico). 
 
AT NYC I Learned 
I learned camels are capable of spitting and eating beef. No seriously they are. And cows 
walk like people. Except when we are doing seed, then they plot against us to take over 
the world. And deer are spies from government experiments. The Lochness monster- he 
lives in the US. I played Water Polo with him. Bigfoot is real; the ents are real- I rode one 
for 20 minutes. Salmon can understand people. Bigfoot and Sasquatch had a yeti for a 
pet. 
 
 
One thing I will always remember… 
 
… was during our backcountry trip when a giant herd of bears attacked our camp.  It was 
the scariest experience of my life. Lee, Mason and I ran out of the tent when we heard the 
bears and headed for the Pulaski’s but the bears cornered us. They started making loud 
bear noises and slowly walked towards us. I shut my eyes because I was scared of dying. 
There was a loud crack and a flash of intense light. I looked up and there was the all 
magical Manbearpig- He was half man, half bear, and half pig. The loud crack and 
intense flash of light was the work of the Manbearpig. He had come to save our lives and 
destroy the evil heard of alien bears. He then whip out his “Laser Sword” and turned the 
alien bears into dust and took their brains because man bear pig eats aliens. They are 
yummy. Manbearpig turned and yelled heroically “Manbearpig” and ran into the forest. 
The Done/end 
 
Trogdor 
 
From Now on I will always- 
 
Think about stuff before I do it. Because of the always watching surveillance deer that 
will set out their hunter seeker robots on me if I do something wrong or stupid. And  also 
something else I will always do is stay away from Iodine because of the horrible taste. It 
gives the water seriously- it makes it taste like this horrible pill. I will always try not to 
mess with the Canadian government in case they send their genetically engineered battle 
polar bears that will take me to the artic and leave me there if I am eco terrorist. Eco 
terrorists are very bad and once one of them glued my friends back pack shut because that 
glue company had tested on poor helpless animals by doing things like gluing tables to 
moos. Now back to the subject I also will always remember this program in a good way. 


