
Greetings, all you fabulous TNT'ers- 
 
Congratulations again on a fantastic summer.  I bet there have been moments over the 
past few months when you've thought back to the summer, and I hope those moments 
have been filled with happy memories and a huge sense of accomplishments.  They say 
that no one can really understand what NYC really is until they do it, and you may have 
had people may think you are crazy when you tell them how hard you worked. 
 
And did you ever work hard!  This past summer, TNT had amazing crews and 
outstanding (and hilarious) crew leaders.  You destroyed acres of weeds, maintained and 
built miles of trails, piled slash to create habitat, and pruned acres of forests so that trees 
can grow bigger and stronger.  And you learned about the environment, how to cook a 
delicious enchilada pie in the Dutchie, and how to get along with four strangers sharing 
your tent.  Throughout it all, you laughed, maybe you cried a little, and you persevered, 
coming out tougher, more independent, and maybe a little goofier at the end. 
 
I believe NYC is such a special place because it brings teenagers together, working hard 
for a common goal, and teaching them about themselves and the people around them.  
And whether it's telling riddles on the worksite, playing a round of Sock Ninjas, or 
helping your crew to victory in the NYC Olympics, TNT really knows how to have a 
good time.  I am so grateful to have gotten to know each of you, and I have a wonderful 
memory for each corpsmember on the Blue, Yellow, Red and Orange crews.  I hope that 
the pride you felt for your work and your crew the last day of the session is still with you 
- that you know you are a strong person, a good friend, and a hard worker. 
 
To help trigger memories of the best times and the hardest times, here is your crew 
journal.  Remember how writing that journal was the chore you either loved or dreaded?  
Here are the fruits of your labors. 
Look through them, remember the chilly air first thing in the morning, the feel of your 
hard hat sitting on your head, the strength of swinging that tool, and the smell of the 
GORP bag.  Remember why you loved NYC, and why it was so hard.  Remember the 
people on your crew, who you may still be in touch with and who may become lifelong 
friends.  Remember your crew leader, who asked you to work harder than you thought 
you could, who sang silly songs and danced like the goofy person they are inside, and 
who was there to guide you to success. 
 
Congratulations- you are the few and the strong, the people who can live in the woods, 
share their stories with strangers, and work harder than most adults.  I wish for you that 
same strength in all areas of your life.  Never forget that you are TNT, and you are 
DYNAMITE!! 
 
See you next summer!  -Alissa Cordner 
 
 
 
 



 
 
TNT1 
Red Crew 
Crew Leader: Bennett 
Project Name: Elk Creek Viewing Area 
National Forest: BLM 
Ranger District: Coos Bay District 
 

Week 1 
 
Monday 
 
Monday we planted trees and it was our first workday. We all dug trees by a creek. We 
planted about 60 trees. We also pulled thistle. I also got really sick from my allergies our 
eyes were red and gory. Tom also got sick. Oh yeah and on Sunday we set up camp. Our 
crew has been working hard and getting along very well. I think we are ready for the 
week. 
 
Terron M. 
 
Tuesday 



 
Describe your project this week; where are you. 
 
Today was the first real work day. We got done with planting trees by the creek and went 
to work at a park of flowers. Some of the first flowers in that park were brought over by 
Lewis and Clark themselves. We worked hard. We moved branches three times our 
height but working as the amazing red team. We did it but we are not totally done yet. So 
tomorrow that will be the thorn tomorrow. We are all becoming really good friends and 
we’re learning more and more about each others pros and cons. Like how Tom is really 
random, and how Alex and Terron do the thizzle dance, how my squirrel voice can scar 
just about anyone, or how Leanne is a really good camper (ask her to do any know and 
she’ll be able to do it). We are all beginning to laugh, trust, joke, and have fun together 
and I think not only that, but other things like being open with each other will make us 
not only good friends, but family. 
 
Miranda Hedlund 
 



 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: Red crew’s goals for this week are to work 
harder and not just sit around, to do chores faster. We worked hard today, we moved 
debris and large sticks. It was hard work, but that’s ok because teamwork helped. 
 
Anonymous  
 
 
Thursday 
 
We learned about reproduction of elks. We finished our second project! Yahoo! We went 
and did our elk SEED at the Elk refuge and watched at least 12-15 elk males just sitting 
around and eating. IT was pretty cool. Watching the male elk was really funny and pretty 
cool. Leanne and Kristin made really yummy enchiladas, It looks amazing and very tasty.  
 
 
Friday 
 
So far I noticed our biggest challenge is doing chores in a timely manner. Here’s a day in 
the life of me more like a morning. First I get up after 3 wake up calls, lace up my boots 
and stumble out of the tent. Then I go out and slowly chew the soft gummy oat meal. 
Then later on, the girls come out. Finally we leave. That’s it. But our accomplishments 
were really cool! We planted a ton of trees! I wouldn’t be surprised if that was literal. 
That was our first project we also finished a second. We cleared brush, weeds and slash 
and a motherload of logs. But we also acquired a greater sense of teamwork. 
 
Corbin Fancher 
 

Week 2 
Project Name: North Spit 
National Forest: Coos Bay BLM 
 
 
Monday 
 
The crew went to this one place and get together with all the other crews. Then every one 
did chore, then we ate dinner in the dark. Sunday we got up and packed up. Awards were 
handed out. Everyone found out where they were going and that’s all I have to say for 
now. 
 
Anonymous 
 
Tuesday 



It’s the second week! For some, the first week flew by, for others it was so long. The first 
week we learned about the storming stage of forming a great team relationship, and it has 
already started. But being the amazing red crew that we are, I know we’ll be just fine. 
Some may disagree with me now, but it’s true. I’m looking forward to finishing these 
next three weeks and not only making life long friends, but forming a second family. 
 
Anonymous 
 
Wednesday 
 
Today was a tough day. After two days of hard work we were all very tired. That made us 
a bit cranky, but we got through it and got through another hard work day. Tonight we 
are going to roast hot dogs over a camp fire for dinner. Earlier we got to go swimming, 
but only the girls actually got in the water. We caught baby crabs. Tomorrow is the last 
full work day. Yeah!! 
 
Leanne 
Thursday 
 
Our crew learned a very important lesson this week. We learned that no matter what gets 
thrown at you, you will always come out on top if you stick together. Showers are 
tomorrow- sweeeeeet!!!! 
 
 
Alex 
 
 
Friday 
 
I believe we still have a challenge with time and morning and getting out of places. But 
some have newly occurred. First of all the guys have trouble keeping their stuff separate, 
but we have gotten tons of headway on our trail! 
 
Corbin 

 
Week 3 
Project Name: Wilson River Trail 
National Forest: Tillamook State Forest 
 
Monday 
 
We drove six hours on Sunday to get to our work site. We are @ Tillamook National 
Forest. It is very pretty with few mosquitos! After work we went to the Tillamook 
National Forest’s museum and learned about the forest fires for our SEED. 
 



Leanne 



 
Tuesday 
 
We are clearing trails in the forest. The work is tough but the view is incredible. We’ve 
moved rocks, cut wire, cleared brush, and dug up a ton of dirt. As the week has been 
going bye, I’ve noticed the crew has been working harder and harder. I just hope I can be 
as good as some. 
 
Tora 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
So far we have had some real difficulties but we are having fun brushing trails and what 
not this week. It is fun. We have to keep working hard to get through with the trail. 
 
Hayley Jennings 
Thursday 
 
Thursday we learned the process of making cheese and cutting it. We learned not all 
forests are cool forests. I mean man we were sweating our pores off. That’s it. 
 
Corbin 
 
Friday 
 
Our crew definitely had challenges this week. Between all the drama and lack of sleep, I 
am pretty ready to go home. However, we accomplished a lot on the work site this past 
week. The hike back on Friday was very satisfying to see all we did. 
 
Corbin 
 

Week 4 
Project Name: Roseburg Blackberry 
National Forest: Roseburg BLM 
 
 
Monday 
 
I’m actually pretty happy to be with the red crew as much as most day’s when the drama 
is tense. After work we get together and have a pretty entertaining time. We’re actually 
like a large family. I guess that’s why we argue so much. We always resolve the problem. 
When I first got here, I was very welcomed. I really hope to keep in touch with these 
amazing and artistic people who I will miss with a passion. 
Hayley Jennings 



 
Tuesday 
 
Red crew is pulling black berry this week. It’s hard work but it’s worth it. We only have a 
few more days until we finally go home. I’ll miss a lot of people here but I’ll get to sleep 
in a bed again � . 
Crystal Fagan 
 
Wednesday 
 
As a crew we have many goals. I think one of our biggest goals as a crew that we all 
agree on is for us to have our best week ever and to get along with one another. But there 
is one goal that is more important than that; to have less drama. Last week we had so 
much drama and something almost everyone said they wanted was less drama. I think we 
can do it and have less drama and work harder than ever before. 
 
Terron 
Thursday 
 
Yeah! The last full work day. The crew is pumped for tomorrow because tomorrow is our 
last day. All of us are excited about going home and seeing our families. We had to do 
lots of paperwork today. 
 
Leanne 
 
Three Favorite NYC Experiences 
 

1) Weekend Sites 
2) Listening to music on the bus 
3) Making new friends 

Alex Doherty 
 

1) Working 
2) Friends 
3) ? 
  Terron  
 
1) New experiences 
2) Weekend sights 
3) Meeting new friends 

Hayley Jennings 
 

1) Meeting new people 
2) Taking a shower 
3) Going on rec trips 

Crystal Fagan 



1) Weekend sites 
2) Rec trips 
3) Meeting Really Good Friends 

Leanne 
 

1) Making a second family and life long friends 
2) Bus time to have fun 
3) Tent time to be crazy 

Miranda 
 

1) Weekend sites 
2) Friends 
3) Making new friends 

Kiki 
 

1) Experiences 
2) Going to the beach, Seeing a whale 
3) getting new friends 

Kristin 
 
At NYC I learned… 
 
You need to consider everyones thoughts and what not  because you shouldn’t only think 
about yourself.  Hayley Jennings 
 
That you need to work as a team or nothing will get done. I also learned to stay out of 
drama and iodine is gross. Crystal Fagan 
 
I learned that fighting doesn’t solve everything. Team work and friends can be so useful.  
    T.M. 
 
I learned that I appreciate people that care about what I think.    
    CSF 
 
I learned that iodine water isn’t so bad, we all need alone time and how to be a leader.  
    Leanne 
 
If you open up to people, they’ll do the same. And that is what makes us all such good 
friends. 
    Miranda 
 
Drama is stupid, keep your friends close, and have fun. 
    Kiki 
 
That getting your nose pierced hurts. 
    Kristin 



I learned how to work hard and be part of a team. 
    Alex Doherty 
 
My Most Challenging Day at NYC was: 
 
I think the entire first week was the most challenging. Between not knowing anyone and 
a crew member leaving, it was quite a struggle.  Alex Doherty 
 
Definitely the first two days were the hardest.  Tom 
 
I think the whole first week for me was hard because I came late and I had to meet so 
many new people. It was interesting.     Hayley Jennings 
 
When I had to use a latrine.     C.S.F. 
 
The hardest day for me was when one crew member was really mean to me and wouldn’t 
accept my apology. I didn’t know what I did wrong and it took over a day for the crew 
member to be nice to me. That was really hard on me. Leanne 
 
The day all the drama came out and we all got in verbal fight. But hey, family doesn’t 
fight? And that’s what red crew has become; a second family. 
        Miranda 
 
When all the drama came out    . Kiki 
 
My most challenging day is removing the scotch broom. Kristin 
 
My most challenging day was when everyone wrongly accused me of stealing money. 
        Crystal Fagan 
 
From Now On I will always… 
 
Respect people TM 
 
Work as hard as I can  Alex Doherty 
 
Be a more open person because I found out that when I’m being myself, I’m loved even 
more.  Miranda Hedlund 
 
Remember my friends more.  Tom 
 
Work hard; obey my elders- Hayley Jennings 
 
Stay away from bee hives.  Crystal Fagan 
 
Be grateful for the simple things in life. Leanne 



 
Make sure I never stay away from home for more than two weeks.  CSF 
 
Stay out of drama!    Kiki 
 
From now on I will always be more talkative. Kristen 
 
One thing I will always remember… 
 
I will always remember all the friends I have made and the hard work. Alex Doherty 
 
How many and how good our new friends were  Terron 
 
All the awesome people I met  Tom 
 
That friends need their space and then also they need to have loads of comfort
 Miranda 
 
All the amazing people I met and hard work I did Hayley Jennings 
 
The week at North Spit and the crew  Leanne 
 
The amazing friends I met here Kiki 
 
One thing that I will always remember is all my friends Kristin 
 
I will remember all the sav! People I met. Heyley Jennings 
 
When Alex got chased bye a bee and ran by screaming like a girl.  Crystal Fagan 
 



TNT1 
Orange Crew 
Crew Leader: Bryan 
Project Name: North Bank Ranch 
National Forest: Bureau of Land Management 
Ranger District: Roseburg BLM 
 
 

Week 1 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend our crew settled into our first week’s campground. The first 
day was all setting up camp. We got our stuff settled in, than we did some sock ninja 
in the process. One of our tents blew into the creek as the words of Garret and Alex 
“Oooo SHOOT”!!! Overall I say it’s a pretty nice weekend.  
Zachary Davina 
 
 
Tuesday 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 

Today we cut and piled Hawthorn trees to get burned. Also some of the 
bigger pieces were saved to help slow a stream so that fish can have spawning room. 
The woods boss showed up unexpectedly today. We also observed a bird dive 
bombing a hawk. It was intense. 
Alex Epp 
 
 
Wednesday- Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 
Our goals for our crew are to finish the blackberries, to get to know each other 
better, and to get all the trophies and all the finishing all our hours. We can achieve 
all our goals for this week and the week after that. 
Kyle Ahumada 
 
 
Thursday 
Describe what your crew learned this week 
We learned about sump holes, no trace camping, and a bunch of other stuff 
including fire safety, anger management, and how to use tools the proper way. 
These skills and knowledge of tool usage will help us to not injure ourselves in the 
future. It’s intense. 
Kyle W 



 
 
Friday 
During the first week the crew I worked with had two extremely hard challenges. 
We had to take down huge blackberry bushes. Next we accomplished all of these 
tasks. We actually completed Hawthorne trees so early; they had to reassign us to 
blackberry bushes. I had quite a bit of fun and I am sure my crew did too. 
Jimmy 
 
 
 

Week 2 
National Forest: Coos Bay BLM 
Project Name: Blue Ridge Trails 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend, our crew joined up with the other crews and camped out at 
the weekend site. From there we went out to the rec. trips and some of us went 
hiking while others went to the beach. Sunday we got awards and our crew was 
awarded with the hardest working. Then we left for our next worksite. We went up 
to the Blue Ridge Trail system. It is intense. 
Alex Epp 
 
 
Tuesday 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 

This week we are doing trail maintenance work on the blue mountain trail 
system. We are high up in the Blue Mountains. There is a great view. For work 
pretty much all we do is make sure the trails look good and what ever else the 
sponsor wants. 
Skylar Passante 
 
 
Wednesday- Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 
Our Crew’s goals for this week is to finish all our jobs and as always win the hardest 
working crew award of the week and work as hard as we can. Also just have fun 
and enjoy the view. 
Katie Wicher 
 
 
Thursday 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 



This week we learned how to make trails and trim them up to make them look 
better. We also learned about maps, the rock cycle and what gets on peoples nerves. 
Also Sean can cook really well. It was intense. 
Kyle W 
 
 
Friday- Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 
 This week we cut down trees to clear a path for a trail on the blue ridge trail 
system. We also cut branches that were 15 above the ground so that dirt bikers 
don’t get ‘close lined.’ The trail was four miles long and we did another trail that 
was three miles long. The longer trail, we dug up the ground and replaced cement 
blocks which gave bikers traction to go up hills without ripping up the dirt. We 
leveled the ground out and trimmed the sides of the trail. All in all, it was a good 
week. It was extremely intense. 
Mark Petersen 
 
 

Week 3 
Project Name: North Spit 
National Forest: Coos Bay BLM 

 
 
Monday- Describe what your crew did this weekend: 

 
This last weekend my crew was the fastest to unload our bus and we won. 

Then all our parents came which was alright and there was great food. Thanks 
Alyssa! Oh and then we had a challenge for all the crews and we won the first one, 
but Bato fell in front of our crew so it looked like we broke apart, but we didn’t. We 
came in 2nd place. It was so fun. I had fun on the rec. trips too. We all did. The camp 
site was at Cape Blanco. 
Skyler Passante 
 
 
Tuesday 

This week the orange crew was sent to the North Spit in Coos Bay. Our 
sponsor this week wants us to clear the trail of Scotch broom and miscellaneous 
brush. 
 
Zach 
 
 
Wednesday- Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 



This week is to finish all the trails for this week, our crew wants to get along much 
better and some of us want to earn all the stickers that Bryan gives out and to have 
fun during the fourth of July. It’s intense. 
Kyle Ahumada 
 
 
Thursday- Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 
This week we learned a lot in our crew. First, we learned how every finger counts in 
our fourth SEED. Another thing we learned was water sheds and what they do. 
Finally, we learned how to cooperate with each other. 
 
Garret 
 
Friday- Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 
Well, this week we finished the trail that we worked on. We killed most of the scotch 
broom on the trail and we also plucked some pine trees, which was mean, cause we 
need the oxygen for the crew. We slept pretty good at night. Well anyways, it was 
intense for the crew.  
 
Adam 
 

 
Week 4 
Project Name: Roseburg Pruning 
National Forest: Roseburg BLM 
 
Monday- Describe what your crew did this weekend: 

 
My crew went to the weekend site. We went on our respective rec trips then did 

our chores at camp. We met an older crew leader from another orange crew. Bryan 
looked a little under the weather and we received Sean as a rover again. 

 
Jimmy Mancuso 
 
 
Tuesday- Describe your project this week; where are you. 
 

This week, we are yet again in Roseburg. Our project this week is pruning trees 
and slash-piling logs and sticks. We are doing the slash piling for burning later in the year 
and are pruning trees so the top half grows taller and bigger so when the lumber mills 
come, they don’t cut down all the trees. 
 
 



 
Wednesday- Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 
 Today our goals are to get pruning done too. We also want to see our parents and 
I also see that everybody is there. It will be intense for everybody. I will probably have 
fun.  Adam Loughmiller 
 
Thursday- Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 

My crew has learned this week that we are helping the logging companies by 
clearing the bottoms of trees and also clearing the brush under them. We have also 
learned how to work hard and finish projects strong and work as hard as we can as a 
team. 
 
Skylar Passante 
 
Friday- Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 
 This week we came across many challenges. Some of these were solving the 
problems that were between us and working in the poison oak. Some of our 
accomplishments included only one person, Sean who got the poak and also completing 
all of our hours. We also got one of our projects done in three hours, which was supposed 
to take all day. 
 
Alex Epp 
 
 
 
Three Favorite NYC Experiences 

 
My three best experiences here was when I saw my dad, laughed with Jimmy, making 
dinners and breakfast. 
 Skylar Passante 
 
Annoying Bryan, working hard, and making new friends. 
 Jimmy Mancuso 
 
Going clamming, seeing fire works, and annoying Bryan. getting our orange shirts 
 Kyle Ahumada 
 
Going out swimming with my crew on the fourth week, playing the waiting game, 
and doing graph with Garrett. 
 
Seeing a snake, seeing a lizard and using Nature wipe 
 Kyle Wilson 
Using nature wipe, fourth of July, my birthday celebration 



 Mark Petersen 
 
SEED, Love, boring 
 Garret 
 
SEED, 4th of July, and my friends 
 Zach Davina 
 
SEED, my grandma’s birthday, my best friends 
 Adam 
 
Catching a lizard, catching a snake, and working hard 
 Alex Epp 
  
 

At NYC I learned… 
 
At NYC I learned that you can make great friends at this program. The best that you 
make. West is the best. Mark Petersen 
 
At NYC I learned how much fun you can have while working and that you can make 
great friends. Alex Epp 
 
Everything in SEED- Kyle Ahumada 
 

1) How to find good nature wipe 
2) Lizards are cool 
3) Snakes are cool 

Kyle Wilson 
 
Great work and Love- Garret Wilson 
 
I learned how to write awesome. Zachary Davina 
 
How to make friend, how to stay on task and how not to make enemies, Dylan Arana 
 
To be a team worker- Skylar Passante 
 
To be a hard worker- Jimmy Mancuso 
 
Temper is not the answer, get mad at other people will be friends, be nice to others- 
Adam Loughmiller 
 
My Most Challenging Day at NYC was: 
 
Was when I got poison oak- Garret 



 
When Bryan told me to take down numerous large b.b. bushes. Jimmy Macncuso 
 
When we had the hate talk because it was hard to understand others feelings. Alex Epp 
 
Most challenging day was taking down blackberries. Adam Loughmiller 
 
My most challenging day was when we took out the black berry. Skylar Passante 
 
The most challenging day was everyday cuz its all hard. Kyle Ahumada 
 
My most challenging day was when we had to cut blackberry in the hot sun. Zachary 
Davina 
 
When I was bored- Kyle Wilson 
 
My most challenging day was 4th week Wednesday, it was hot and hard, but fun. Mark 
Peterson 
 
First day cause it was really hot and I was dehydrated and drank a lot of water. Dylan 
Arana 
 
From Now On I will always… 
 
- Work hard on things I want and believe in. It’s intense.  
 Mark Peterson 
 
- I will always work hard. There will be rewards. 
 Alex Epp 
 
- Try to find cool looking snakes 
 Kyle Wilson 
 
- Try to find cool looking snakes. 
 Zach Davina 
 
- From now on I will always eat Pizza 
 Dylan Arana 
 
- I will always eat food and drink milk 
 Skylar Passante 
 
- I will always work hard 
 Jimmy Mancuso 
 
 



- Work harder than before 
 Kyle Ahumada 
 



TNT1 
Blue Crew 
Crew Leader: Ashley B. 
Project Name: Blue Ridge Trails 
National Forest: Coos Bay BLM 
 

Week 1 
 
Monday 
 
Saturday we had orientation and met a lot of people. Then we learned how to set up our 
tent and got our tent all situated with people and our luggage. Then we had dinner and 
learned how to wash our dishes. Next we went and played lots of games and then we all 
settled down and went to bed. 
 
Shayna Heide 
 
Tuesday 
 
At this point in time we are building drainage dips and trenches around and in the trails. I 
believe we are going great on our trails because each day we work, we are accomplishing 
more and more. Yet we are also learning more. While we are working, our mistakes teach 
us to ask for help. While we were working on the dips, I learned how to make the 
trenches and the mounds just right. I have made three dip trenches and at the same time, I 
made two trenches. I learned also how to make the trenches look natural and useful. Oh 
and clearing out one foot of mini-trees around the trail.  
 
Stevie Cleveland 
 



 
Wednesday 
 
Just getting along with each other and respecting every one’s boundaries. So far we have 
had a few little spats and fights but overall we have become a very close group over these 
past few days. I personally feel that our group has many obstacles to overcome but many 
fun things too. Every day it has been an adventure. I learn more and more about everyone 
and even more about myself. Though these past few days we have had a few bumps, I 
know that they will smooth out. 
 
Willow  
 
 
Thursday 
 
This week we (I) learned lots. I learned to constantly talk to my crew member when 
working at all times so you know where they are. We also learned how drains dip, also 
we learned how what a borrow hole is. We also got into the day to day groove of how 
morning, afternoon and night at NYC work. We also learned the obvious thing like a tent 
which is actually really complicated. Also cooking with a Dutch oven on a propane stove 
also using the simplicity of using a latrine.  
 
Sam Sinsel 
 
Friday 
 
This week we repaired a .4 mile trail. Willow and I partly built a rolling ditch. We put 
composing logs in the area so it looked really sweet and old. We even transplanted a baby 
tree we found. It looked amazing! Beto and the boys spent most of their time cutting 
down trees so more could grow. I love the rolling ditches. Our challenges were living and 
sleeping with people we didn’t really know. But I feel that now we are family. The girls 
and I can’t wait to go to the bathroom in a toilet and take showers. Oh to be clean! 
 
Chrystal Flowers. 
 

Week 2 
 
Boice-Cope Park 
Curry County Parks 
 
Monday 
 
My weekend was fun. Everybody else’s was ok. We went to our shower area and then we 
went to our rec site. We were late but we got there and then we set up tents and ate dinner 
and did chores. After that though it was bed time. Saturday we got up and ate breakfast 



and then did chores and decided rec trips. I chose to go to the dunes with Sean and my 
friends and it was fun.  Beto Van Domelon 
 
Tuesday 
 
This week we are cutting out a lot of thorn bushes and slashing trees. We are at Port 
Orford and we are staying at Boice Cope Park. We are using mostly the saw to cut down 
stumps and trees, and loppers to cut out thorn bushes and small branches. This week we 
are pretty much clearing out a trail. It looks wider so far and looks a lot nicer. We’re 
doing this trail to prevent getting any fires that may start. Cutting down these trees will 
also prevent the bushes/trees from growing onto the trail. When we all wake up in the 
morning, we are woken up to birds singing and a nice breeze. While we work, we have 
sun and still a nice breeze. At night, it’s the best. There is a great horizon and it’s warm. 
It is great being at this campsite. (Plus there are bathrooms!) 
 
Elke Bone 
Wednesday 
 
Our main goal for the week (work related), was to finish the trail. We wanted to clear 
both sides of the trail of any debris, such as large sticks. 
 
Some camp problems we have been experiencing; no camp cleanups, not cooperating on 
dishes, and being late from breaks and starting work. A goal we have made to solve the 
problems at hand is to work as a team on fixing these problems. With work, we have 
been experiencing problems with being bored while working, so we have been trying to 
entertain ourselves with fun games. This has led to another problem; stopping work while 
playing these games and talking.  
 
Connor Whitley 
 
Thursday 
 
This week our crew learned a lot of different stuff. Today, for example, we learned about 
the rubber pants we had to wear when it rains. They’re really sweet. Conner and Jessie 
also shared their family history, so we got to know each other better too. Yet another 
thing we learned was what a swamp pile was. Lastly, we learned the basics of 
windsurfing from some people down the way from our site. Working as a team was a big 
part of our education and without our team, we couldn’t have gotten as far as we did. In 
SEED we also learned a lot valuable stuff. But I did learn CPR and all that good stuff. 
Well, that’s what I expanded my mind with. 
 
Araya Jensen 
Friday 
 
This week provided many challenges for our crew. The type of work that we were doing 
was much different than that of previous days. Instead of building trails, we had to pull 



weeds, and many of our crew members started slacking off. Overall, this week was pretty 
good. We had funny water, bathrooms, and completed not only all of our hours, but also 
completed the whole trail that we were working on. There is no real way to explain what 
we did in words, but to put it simple, it was excellent. 
 
Jesse Sprague 

 
Week 3 
 
Dean Creek Elk Viewing 
 
Monday 
 
Our crew did not stay together this weekend. We broke up into different groups. This 
weekend we had the choices of the beach, the beach or the beach. Yes I chose the beach 
with Ashley, we actually broke the rules and went to a lake where we all got sun burnt. 
Great fun right? Also, we had parent weekend and found out whose parents loved them or 
not. 
 
Sam Sinser 
 
Tuesday 
 
This week we were working in a rhododendron garden. We had to pull blackberry bushes 
and maintain the garden. We stayed in an elk reserve and we saw a ton of elk on 
Wednesday. We pulled thistle in a different area. To get to/from work, we had to ride a 
boat. We did this project to maintain it and to make it public. We had a lot of fun. 
 
Elke Bone 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Our main goal for the week is to finish the rhododendron garden. We would love to finish 
the garden, because it would comment our role in restoring the historical garden. Our 
drive to finish the garden was increased after being talked to by contact about the family 
and garden. 
 
Another goal of ours is to have more efficient chore time with everyone completing their 
chores and helping other with their chores. This has been a goal of ours for the whole 
session. 
 
A more efficient camp life in general is another goal. This includes SEED, chores, and 
before bed time (lights out). 
 



We are also improving on our goal to work while talking or telling riddles. 
 
Connor Whitley 
 
Thursday 
 
Today we did over of at the work site it was hot but I believe that we did a lot and 
worked really hard. Today we learned a lot about the forest and we know sensitive and 
delicate they are and you need to be careful. Plus we learned about knots and the different 
types and what they are used for also. I believe we learned about leaves that was pretty 
pownage! Sean is cool, he should be a leader (honestly). 
 
 
 
Friday 
 
Our crew challenges this week are almost the same as last week. We worked, that’s one 
challenge, we didn’t quit. And every one tried to help me with my back (I burnt it really 
bad) we had to remove weeds and remove thistle from two fields. It took a lot of effort 
and we did really well. We also finished our project. No one got sent home! 
 
Crystal Flowers 
 

Week 4 
 
North Spit 
 
Monday 
 
We camped near the blue river with the rest of the other crews. First night almost all the 
crews were late so we couldn’t really catch up on what we did during the week. Bright 
and early Saturday morning, all the crews worked together on chores so we could open 
mail and go on our rec trips. After all crews for recreational weekend were divided, we 
headed out. My crew, which consisted of Arana, Jesse, Alex, Tom, Miranda, Corbin, 
Christen, Garret, Brandon, and me! We went on a hike to a beautiful peak where we saw 
snow covered mountains. The hike was three miles up hill, but the view was worth every 
step. When we got their, another corps member had brought a hammock and we sat in it 
for three hours straight. When it was time to leave I almost cried, because I did not want 
to leave. It was by far the best rec weekend and I wouldn’t trade that day for anything. 
 
Willow 



 
Tuesday 
 
We are at the North Spit of Coos Bay, OR. Our camp of Coos Bay, Oregon. Our campsite 
is at the edge of the bay on the sandy shore. We are charring the corridor of the trail. We 
are working to clear five foot on each side and ten feet high to let horses go through. The 
project consists of clearing a lot of Scotch Broom (the wood wrenches make it very easy) 
and taking down impeding tree limbs. The work is much like the later part of the first 
week, in which we cleared trees and bushes, two feet off the trail. We also marked trail 
through the dunes, which makes for a good lot of hiking. Having to consult the map 
makes for a fun navigational learning lesson. You must always know where North is! 
 
Connor Whitley 
 
Wednesday 
 
I’d have to say our goals for this week would include working more efficiently and 
working to be better as a team. Some crew members’ slack and it’s our goal to get them 
to work harder or motivate them into doing it themselves. Working better as a team 
includes better communication and patience. Everyone needs to step back and see what’s 
really worth arguing about. One off my personal goals is keeping more organized. Our 
tent looks really messy right now and I know that I’m definitely not helping in that 
department. I’m pretty sure everyone has their own personal goals, but the ones I’ve 
listed seem important in keeping the learn together. 
 
Arrays Jensen 
Thursday  
 
There are many different things which we have learned throughout the weak. We covered 
everything from drug abuse to the western snowy cloves. All of our crew really values 
the things which we learned during SEED. This week we also had three different student 
teachers (Crystal, Elke, and Willow) who all kept us entertained from the second they 
started talking to the last word they uttered from their mouths. On Thursday, we also had 
our contact come and teach us about our everyday bird species and the wild mustangs and 
burrows. All of us will value the information we learned, for the rest of our lives! 
 
Jesse 
Friday  
 
This past week has been a fun and exciting week yet it has also been tramatic. One major 
challenge we had was working with our group and getting along with one of our 
members getting fired and that out and another suspended. Yet we worked that out and 
the suspension was lifted and the person fired felt our love come out as we said goodbye. 
Working in the sand was another challenge that we all had. Keeping camp clean and not 
bossing things in it was our biggest problem. I believe the trail was hard to work on when 
we had to walk so far and to get tools to the section where we needed it was another 



problem in itself. We eventually get the tools to all of the job sites with our team getting 
along. We cleaned and had seeds by the waters which was fun because the water calmed 
us all down each night. Over all I believe, our group was getting along at the end being 
all wet, regardless of our strengths and weaknesses. 
 
Stevie Cleveland 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was… 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the very first day here. I was still making friends 
and didn’t exactly know what was going on. 
 

Jesse S 
 
The first day when I didn’t have friends and everything seemed complicated. 
 
 Araya Jensen 
 
The most challenging day was the first day. 
  
 Stevie C 
 
The most challenging day was the first day of the fourth week. I felt as if after three 
weeks, my crew should have learned to work hard. 
  
 Conner 
 
The most challenging day was the last day. 
 
 Shayna 
 
My most challenging day was Thursday of July 12th, we had to work hard and we got a 
lot done. 
 
The most challenging day was the first day- I was so tired.  

Sam 
 
My most challenging day was the first day- I wasn’t sure what to expect. 
 Willow 
 
The days that some of the girls didn’t work as hard as everyone else and they didn’t get in 
much trouble. 
 Crystal Jean Flowers 
 
 
 



Three Favorite NYC Experiences 
 
Working very hard on the work site was very inspiring to me. I really enjoyed the trail 
work.  
 Araya Jensen 
 
My favorite things were being a family, working together and helping each other. 
 Stevie C 
 
Being a family, working hard and just chillin’ with the crew. 
 Aray Jensen 
 
Working as a team, spending free time with the crew and lunch on the work site. 
 Jesse S 
 
Yes, working as a team was great because when we did, we got a lot done. 
 Beto 
 
One of my favorite experiences was when we all took a turn on the hogs at the 
rhododendron garden. 
 Sam 
 
My favorite experience was swimming at Floras Lake because if felt like we were one 
big family. 
 
One would be all the bus rides with the crew. Two would be all the nights listening to 
Jesse playing the guitar. And three would be the nine hour work day we had and the last 
fifteen minute break of that day. 
 Crystal Jean Flowers 
 
Working hard is rewarding, friendship is the key, you need high self confidence 

Shayna 
 
At NYC I learned… 
 
What I learned this session was a lot. I never thought I would make it through this and I 
did. I am proud of myself. I have learned that teamwork is a big part of this project.  
 Beto 
 
At NYC I learned to work harder and harder every day. 
 Sam 
 
I learned it’s not ok to judge people. 
 Willow 
 
 



That it is not alright to judge people just by how they look or act. 
 Jesse S 
 
I learned what family was. 
 Stevie 
 
I learned about hard work and living as a team. 
 Araya Jensen 
 
I learned that some people work and some don’t, to always respect your team, and that 
outdoors and hardship can teach you a lot about yourself. 
 Connor 
 
At NYC I learned friendship is the key to problems. 
 Shayna 
 
Some people are born workers and others are born to shop. I also learned how to get 
along with others more, and finally that first impressions can last a life time, and 
sometimes they don’t. 

Crystal Jean Flowers 
 
 
From Now On I will always… 
 
Try and help every living thing that I can. 
 Crystal Jean Flowers 
 
Work hard on every job, even if I’m the last person working. 
 Conner 
 
Working hard gets you rewards 
 Shayna 
 
 
Work hard, get the job done to the best of my ability. 
 Jesse 
 
I will always remember to respect nature and be kind to others. 
 Beto 
From this moment on, I will always work as hard as I can. 
 Sam 
 
I will always respect peoples values and ways of living. 
 Willow 
 
Favor my families’ beliefs 



 Stevie C 
 
To work better with people 
 Araya J 
 
One thing I will always remember… 
 
I will always remember the rhododendron garden. It is the oldest rhododendron garden in 
Oregon. Sam 
 
I will always remember north spit and going down that big hill. It was pretty cool even 
though the consequence was sand all over you. 
 Beto 
 
Is all the nights I spent with my crew listening to Jesse playing the guitar. 
 Crystal Jean Flowers 
 
Is the way our crew leader respected and helped each one of us. 
 Connor 
 
The thing I’ll remember is my family at NYC. 
 Stevie Cleveland 
 
The bond between our crew. I love all of them. 
 Aray Jensen 
 
How we helped each other 
 Shayna 
 
Hour our crew cane together as a team on the second to last day where we worked nine 
hours. 
 Jesse S 
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