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Hello all, 
 
I hope that this journal reaches you all safe, happy, and full of pride. You folks spent 6 weeks of 
your lives living, learning, and sweating in the wilds of Eastern WA and Oregon. You all 
completed some amazing work, met some incredible challenges and created memories that will 
last a lifetime. 
 
As we have all re-entered the “real world” I hope that images of the mountains, desert, forest, 
cold nights and hot days still burn bright in your minds.  You all made an incredible impact on the 
forests and natural places you worked. I hope that you all are as proud as I am. 
 
So lace those boots tight, grab a PBJ, and enjoy. I wish you all the best!! 
Can I kick it? 
 
Jeff Olson 
 

 

 
 



SCC-N1 
 
CREWLEADER: Jon Zintel 
 
CREW COLOR:  RED 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Egley Fire Rehab 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Malheur 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Emmigrant Creek 
 

 
MONDAY:  Day One: 
 Day one—two words that are merely a cornerstone for what is to be an Odyssey 
in both mind and body.  Hardly have we known each other, sharing only tents, vans and 
dimes-pace for less than 2 days, yet in that time, we have found the root of what NYC is 



all about.  We have found that when one is weak, there are 10+ providing strength.  We 
have found that no matter how cryptic and wary the ride to camp may be, in each other 
we will always find home; and in six-weeks, as we say our good-byes, we’ll remember 
day one, the day we gave up our ghosts, focused on the tremendous task at hand and 
opened our hearts to our futures, whatever they may be. 
Alyson Radeke 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Day 2:  We are all working really hard making trenches and stuff.  Some of us 
foolz have been making it like hella, and other catching on… We are doing pretty good 
working, I mean we straight bust it, like Dr. Dre and Eminem, oh, forget about Dre…  
The bond we have here is like trucking G status. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Day 3!  Yay for hump day!  Today’s agenda was pretty  awesome.  Everyone got 
their work done and we were satisfying Jon and Jeff   Overall today was the day that I 
finally realized how much of a family we are.  I realized that when one was down, 10 
would help.  I realized that if we were Power Rangers, we would be helping each planet 
from destruction.  We are the furious 12. 
Peter Le 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today was the last day we ever have to walk up that stupid hill.  We’re all excited 
‘bout work & showers tomorrow & clean clothes.  The first week is almost over.  We all 
made it.  Some of us wanted to quit, but our family had our backs.  I’m excited to see 
what’s in store next week. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 We’ve had a lot of up and downs the first week.  Our best accomplishment would 
be the fact that we stayed together as a crew and all try our best to work as a team.  We 
had a burly first project, but rocked its socks off.  All accomplishments came from 
defeating our challenges.  There was a lot of times we could have lost all of this!  Still I’m 
really proud of our crew and hope to see us get even stronger in the next 5 weeks. 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Jon Zintel 
 
CREW COLOR:  RED 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Iwetemlaykin State Heritage site 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Oregon Parks and Rec 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 



MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Our crew got in late Friday.  There were swarms of brain-worm children who 
came to ask us of the accident.  BLP was there, yeah.  Saturday a couple parents 
showed up.  We had dinner and relaxing rec trips.  All went well, as it were… 
Araya Jensen 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Wallowa Lake—laying gravel and making trails, trying to work together and get 
along…  We all have to work on being a family and learn not to take jokes too far, and 
listen to Jon and Carly. 
Dean Bowers 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Why Jon should buy us Slurpees: 
 This week we’re gravelling a trail and all of us are pretty excited for super 
surprise hump day tomorrow.  What the day will hold, who knows?!  ‘ hope Jon buys us 
Slurpees because that would totally make this monotonous job go by faster and totally 
worth it. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Even though red crew has hard times we all seem to pull through, even though 
we had a long and hard workday in the long run.  We had fun, thank you Carly and Jon 4 
taking us to the arcade and treating us with pizza.  WHOOOOOOOO! 
Richard G Ulveling III 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 

It was the best of times; it was the worst of times.  Our crew had a hard time, 
even though 2 said they quit.  One stayed.  Our crew alone faces one of the most 
difficult challenges yet, but we stick through it, and because of that, we became stronger 
and we’re also the Bee in the YAH!  Our experience so far is fantastic and we’re just 
waiting for the next week.  As of now, we are the furious 9. 

 
 

CREWLEADER:  Jon Zintel 
 
CREW COLOR:  RED 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Cady Ridge 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Wenatchee 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Wenatchee 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 On Saturday I went on a rec trip to Lake Wenatchee and swam and chilled.  I 
also introduced myself to a new rover named Chito.  He was called in as a replacement.  
On Sunday we hiked up a mountain for backcountry, so her we are. 



Austin Stockton 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are doing a bunch of lopping and repairing of trail.  We are on Cady Ridge 
doing this work.  Rusty is supposed to come and tell us what trail work to do so until then 
we are just brushing. 
Austin Stockton 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Yay for hump day!!  Well, our goal for this week is to finish the rest of the trail 
before the week is over and to finish backcountry with all of our bones and limbs.  Things 
can only get easier from here. 
Peter Le 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned backcountry living in all of its glory.  We learned TVP is, in 
fact, tasty and to watch for junctions if you’re not looking for an extra adventure.  Minimal 
living was a big one.  The lessons continue w/ Cheeto’s break-dance and Jon’s Funky 
Chicken.  I, at least, am also starting to try and soak up as much of NYC as I can.  We 
have the best office ever and before we know it, we’ll be back in our own hypothetical 
worlds. 
Araya Jensen 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week we, as a crew, have experienced the life of backcountry.  The hikes to 
work have been really hard for all of us, but we still managed.  I think as a crew we are 
building a bigger familial bond everyday.  The things that suck about backcountry is that 
we have to conserve our water, which is something that is hard to do when washing 
dishes and hands.  The things I know everybody hates in backcountry is the spoon of 
death.  It is the most evil spoon ever All in all, all I got to say is Dang, I love my crew and 
that we’re all homies even after NYC, and that’s fo life, you guys.  I mean that. 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Jon 
 
CREW COLOR:  RED 
 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Cady Ridge 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Wenatchee 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Rusty 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 My crew spent the weekend up on a ridge playing and sleeping.  Some deep in 
thought, others in deep sleep… It was a good weekend after hiking two or three miles.  



We were amazed at the snow, sliding down the slope on our sleeping pads.  Getting to 
“unwind_ from the hardships we basked easily that day.   
 Sunday was great  This was a great weekend and I am still on this ridge counting 
my blessings for being here with such awesome people. 
Schyler Herley 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We’re in Cady Ridge trail in Wenatchee National Forest doing burly trail 
maintenance.  It’s too cold to write a good journal.  I think I might die from the cold. 
 
WEDNESDAY 7-08-09—Write the journal today about how backcountry has 
changed or affected the NYC experience. 
 Backcountry, in my opinion, was a very hard experience, but also, in my opinion, 
backcountry has brought us somewhat closer as a family by helping one another when 
one is troubling while hiking, or even splitting a sandwich. Backcountry is a great 
experience for NYC and it has proven that to red crew. 
Peter Le 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Red crew’s goals for the week are to brush as much trail as we can.  We are 
working on Cady Ridge.  Our objective is to work our way up to camp before the work 
week is up. I believe it is possible.  Red crew rocks your socks!  So does Rusty. 
Austin Stockton 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 What our crew learned this past 2 weeks was how to stick together as a family 
and work together as ONE even though we had our ups and downs, we stuck it out and 
pulled ferns, lopped bushes and cut down trees.  We learned how to push ourselves and 
always keep going and never give up.  GO ROJO! 
P-Rich 
 
SATURDAY, July 4th  
 There’s something about a hike...the way it challenges you in your present...  
Who you were yesterday doesn’t matter and who you will be doesn’t exist until you reach 
your destination.  It’s the air in your lungs and the sweat down your back that determines 
who you are, if you only see the path in front of you or you remember to look beyond the 
trees.  Whether it’s Wenatchee or the rest of the world, we all pick the pile we carry with 
us.  And in the end, it was never the weight that was the issue, or how long you trekked 
to lift it off your shoulders.  It’s the snow you’re falling into after the worst part’s over; the 
realization that with every sinking step, all the times you thought you took a wrong turn, 
you still ended up exactly where you were meant to be; laughing on the side of a 
mountain, far above whatever you chose to leave behind. 
Alyson Radeke 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Jon Zintel 
 
CREW COLOR: RED 



 
WEEK # 6 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Burns BLM Trail Maintenance 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Burns BLM 
 
MONDAY:  Describe the skills & cunning you would draw upon to get off Gum 
Drop Mountain alive? 
 First I would combat Lord Licorice by putting dust in my hair to appear elderly 
(old) because everyone knows only old people like black licorice.  Next I would then 
enter the domain of the Gum Drop trolls whom lurk in the shadows of Gum Drop Hill.  I 
would befriend Patrick Peppermint and borrow his candy stick ax to fell some candy 
canes on top of their gooey domes of horror!  I would break off a piece of peanut brittle 
toffee from the peanut brittle lady & toboggan down to safety. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are on the Earth planet.  In this place, we are chopping, lopping, swamping… 
Also today we all wore mustaches and I was the leader.  AUTHOR· EH· TAY! 
Araya Jensen 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goal for today is to finish the trail and to come back to camp in one 
piece, even though some had trouble there still is that coolio someone there to give you 
support.  Our crew has been through a lot.  It’s just a few more days till we’re home free, 
even if we’re apart.  We are still the unstoppable red crew, even though some of us are 
still staying, we all know that! 
Peter Le 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Red crew learned how to make drain-dips.  We also learned how to make water 
bars.  We also learned what alder is and also how cool Jeff is.  Red crew rocks. 
Austin Stockton 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week everybody in our crew got a chance to find out what it’s like to be a 
leader.  We also did trail work and trail brushing.  Getting a chance to be a leader was 
one of the most funniest experiences I’ve had.  I think that everybody had a fun 
experience being a leader.  Oh, yeah, and also we went swimming and are going to 
have the most cronic dinner ever.  That’s rite, not dank—it straight gonna be cronic and 
we all wayz gonna be the unstoppable red crew!!! 
Josh Franklin 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
…The final backcountry hike to our 2nd campsite.   
Karenna Rodriguez 



 
…The first week of NYC on the big hill. 
Peter Le.   
 
My most challenging ever day is coping with everyone’s personalities.  It’s hard to not be 
upset at everyone, but I am strong.   
Schyler Herley 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was first week when we hiked up this hill everyday 
burying logs in the earth.  I learned that pushing yourself helps in the future.  
P-Rich 
 
The most challenging day was when I had to hike with a backpack up Cady Ridge Trail 
because it was just uphill with no switchbacks.  Once I got up there it was all worth it 
though. 
Austin Stockton 
 
…The hike to our first backcountry campsite.  We missed the junction and I ended up 
walking quite a few extra miles.  The weight on my back combined with the distance was 
a first for me. 
Alyson Radeke 
 
My most challenging day was probably that of the 9 mile wrong way hike w/ Chito. It was 
awesome though, quite rewarding. 
Araya Jensen 
 
The most challenging day was climbing the hill at my first worksite, and helping Pete so 
he didn’t get a heat stroke. 
Josh Franklin 
 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
The death hill when Peter made it up and the 4th of July. 
Karenna Rodriguez 
 
My favorite moments were making up the death hill, making it up the hike, meet great 
new people… 
Peter Le 
 
My three favorite things are meeting Alyson, the hotel with Jeff and Jon, Wenatchee 
Forest. 
Schyler Herley 
 
My 3 favorite things were playing games at the arcade, eating pizza, and swimming for 
this last week. 
Austin Stockton 
 
At NYC I’ve met some amazing people with stories to share, slid down a mountain of 
snow on a sleeping mat and traversed the northwest while listening to Jackson 5, all 
alongside Sky. 



Alyson Radeke 
 
I enjoyed my last Friday swimming and whatnot, I liked all our bus rides and our dinner 
convo. 
Araya Jensen 
 
My favorite 3 experiences here at NYC is  

1. Making it up the stupid hill my first week 
2. When Jon made our hump-day pimp by taking us to the arcade and showers and 

ice cream. 
3. When I finished backcountry.  I’m seeing the difference in my muscle mass. 

Josh Franklin 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
Good socks, good shoes and good food are all you need. 
Karenna Rodriguez 
 
Good sleeping bag, warm clothes and good socks are the most important things you 
need. 
Peter Le 
 
I’ve learned how to truly care, not just care. 
Schyler Herley 
 
I learned to change your socks often, wear work clothes when you sleep and ration food 
through the workday. 
Austin Stockton 
 
…The difference between luxury and necessity; the beauty of forgiving and forgetting 
and above all; how good hummus is. 
Alyson Radeke 
 
I learned Slumber-jack sucks, backcountry rocks, and to always wear your seatbelt. 
Araya Jensen 
 
At NYC I have learned how to work as a team and be more confident towards myself 
and others.  I also learned some things about plants and trees. 
Josh Franklin 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
Appreciate. 
Karenna Rodriguez 
 
Do my part. 
Peter Le 
 
I will always jog until I die! 
Schyler Herley 
 
Mourn the loss of Michael Jackson. 



Alyson Radeke 
 
Push myself & keep my positive attitude & do what I can to see the world. 
Araya Jensen 
 
From now on I’ll always look at life differently, do to the people at NYC like Jon, my 
crew-leader and my friends.  Jon helped me realize a lot of things like how that I always 
shouldn’t put myself down on many things, that’s to Jon I now have more self-confidence 
and no longer put my self down. 
Josh Franklin 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Erin Dougherty 
 
CREW COLOR:  ORANGE 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:    



 
SUNDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We arrived at NYC headquarters on Saturday morning where we began our 
orientation.  This included how to set up and take down tents, tool descriptions, what to 
bring and what not to bring, introduction games, etc.  We had dinner of Mac-n-cheese 
and sloppy Joes after we hit the hay.  In the morning we ate breakfast, were introduced 
to our crew and headed to our first campsite. 
Jordan H. 
 
MONDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we’ve been killing koisha and mullein, while dodging Russian 
knapweed left and right.  We were told we did more work than other crews. And I feel 
we’ll have an awesome session with such a kick butt crew.  
Anthony Richey 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This morning we packed up camp and drove out to the national forest outside 
Chemult.  The mosquitoes greeted us kindly as we were introduced to our new worksite.  
We have a big few days ahead of us and hopefully we can make up for the time we’ve 
lost.  Tomorrow we’ll be doing buck trail fence repair and brushing.  The rain teased us 
when we got here so who knows if we’ll get hit by a huge storm tomorrow.  Either way 
we’re excited to get out there and work and hopefully see some more wildlife, and not 
have to get into lightning stance…or get mauled by giant kitty cats. 



Liza Koski 
 
WEDENDSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today our first full day in the national forest, we started our work by fixing the 
fence and removing baby trees.  We got decently far for our first day.  Although it rained, 
we had company (Surveyors).  Probably the only other civilization we’ll see out here, 
besides our rain dancing friend, Terry. ‘Can’t wait to get some sleep tonight, just to start 
another long day...  Yay!!  Haha! 
Brittany Shirley 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week we had to deal with rain.  It started on Tuesday and is still raining 
today, however we are making good time on our project and should be done tomorrow. 
  
CREWLEADER:  Erin 
 
CREW COLOR:  ORANGE 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Myrtle Creek trail 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Malheur NF  
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Burns BLM 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend our crew met up with the other crews to go on awesome rec-trips.  
We all went swimming and had plenty time to get to know each other.  At the end of the 
weekend we all got assigned our new projects.  Orange crew got two week backcountry. 
Danielle Allen 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are currently situated in the beautiful campsite of Arden Glade.  Tuesday was 
our first day working without packs on our backs!  What a relief!  We cleaned up the trail 
by lopping bushes, cutting down trees and clearing the brush. 
Kaija 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew has a few different goals for the week.  Firstly we want to continue to 
rock it out creating and brushing trail.  We have been working hard and want to keep the 
intensity up until the weekend.  Another goal we have is to grow closer as a crew.  After 
two weeks of backcountry, undoubtedly we will form bonds and friendships not easily 
broken.  Lastly we just want to survive until we can get back to civilization.  Orange crew 
out… 
Andy Vincent-Hill 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 



 Let’s see…  Our crew learned that bagels are good!  I learned that the cool 
looking red flower is called Columbine.  That was pretty sweet.  I also found out that 
there is a lot of mint over here in this high desert.  I am yet to learn how to make it into 
tea.  I will ask.  Also for future reference, powdered milk, granola and lemon juice mix 
does not mix well.  Danielle learned that you can’t melt cheese on a bagel with a lighter.  
Paige is yet to learn that Washington is lame. 
Evil Over-lord, Lisa 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Through our first full week of work there were some complications with emotions 
that were tough to work through…  Accomplishments, we finished first week project & 
worked a full 8 hours today so we don’t have to work next Friday!  That’s about it. 
Tim Lamb 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Erin 
 
CREW COLOR:  ORANGE 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Myrtle Creek 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Malheur 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Burns 
 
SUNDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Orange crew has had a splendid weekend after a productive work week.  We 
spent a huge chunk of Saturday making outfits (and weapons) and a stick man for the 
celebration of Summer Solstice.  We danced around the fire, relaxed and played some 
fun games.  Sadly it rained all night and scared Kaija and me.  We started this morning 
with some fresh and delicious cookie and learned a lot about some of Jeff’s closest 
friends—trees. 
Liza 
 
MONDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Twice trekked and once conquered, the orange crew has stood and delivered 
their brushing and lumberjacking skills where needed, yielding a nearly flawless result.  
The only things broken out here, besides numerous plants & sticks, are our noses; 
dinners so far have shown questionable side effects after hours, not to mention we’re all 
working pretty dang hard out here in Myrtle Creek’s Arden Glade.  Two more days until 
we hike out, forging a path to glory and leaving a trail of destruction in the process… 
Ace. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today our crew had a visit from Jeff—Woods-boss Jeff.  It was pleasant!  We 
worked on turn-pikes and had to pull our boots out of the suction cup mud holes.  It was 



peachy.  It really is nice to move on to projects more so than just brushing.  Our goals 
I’m assuming is to finish the turn-pikes tomorrow and hike back to the van on Thursday. 
Brittany 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned how to make water-bars and drain-dips.  We also 
learned that woods boss JEFF isn’t always in a bad mood and that seatbelts are 
important.  
Paige 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This past week, (Orange crew) our crew finished brushing the Myrtle Creek Trail, 
put in turnpikes, installed water-bars & check steps.  After embracing the beauty of this 
horse trail, we got to hike out of our camp up many hills including death hill, which we 
named for many reasons.  �   At the end of our hike we received refreshing watermelon 
from Brett, which we all enjoyed after a long two weeks backcountry. 
Brittany 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Erin 
 
CREW COLOR:  ORANGE 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Indian creek Heavy  
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Wenatchee 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Lake Wenatchee 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Hi!  It’s week 4.  Over the weekend we did normal weekend stuff.  Then we did a 
4 mile hike into backcountry while the lazy yellow crew got ferried in to their site.  Me and 
Paige’s first task was to fix drainage structures, they had one drain-dip going straight 
uphill then back to the trail, and several more with no slope so it just would pool in the 
trail.  Hopefully the rest of the session goes as well a before now; false hope, mosquito-
wise though.  At least we have a bat named Bartholomew.   
Anthony Richey 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today we were brushing a trail (Yay!), and Woods Boss Jeff showed up and we 
were like, “Hi Jeff!” and he was like, “Olives!” and it made me laugh and he laughed too 
until we lost a grubber next to a pile of grubbers and Paige was like XD and Jeff was like 
no, not XD, and I was like �  because I thought it was kind of ironic and then we hiked 
back and he had to leave (sad) and people were like, hike, ho Red Crew, no bridge?  
Blargh! And I’m still like XD, so yes, life is good, esp. w/ Jiffy Pop.  
Evil Overlord, Lisa 



 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week:     
 Moving camp seems inevitable; we’ve decided on it today, but it will happen 
tomorrow.  Despite nothing wild & crazy happening for “hump day” as Wednesday is 
know as, the possibility of a rec trip on Friday/Saturday was a shocker.  Showers, 
beaches, store stops, the not-so whole nine yards to renew energy for the next week of 
our backcountry project.  The scenery of Wenatchee is noting short of breath taking; 
we’re very lucky to be where we are; but the mosquitoes can be a painful reminder that 
we’re roughing it to the extreme.  Camping probably won’t ever be the same when we all 
go back home in 2 ½ weeks… 
Ace 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 For our first week of a two week backcountry we’ve learned some people believe 
that somehow up-hill drainages work.  HaHa!  But being the best crew, we know better 
and fixed up one up-hill drainage.  �   …Can’t wait for the next week of backcountry.  �   
…Even more so for the re-uniting with civilization in another two weeks.   
Brittany 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week our challenges were to hike up about 2 miles with 8 gallons of water & 
tools and work hard.  Our crew accomplished finishing check steps, water drainages and 
a whole bunch of brushing. 
Danielle 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Erin Dougherty  
 
CREW COLOR: ORANGE 
 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Indian creek-Heavy Maintenance 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Wenatchee National Forest 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Lake Wenatchee Ranger District 
 
 
SUNDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Well, we hiked out to the bus and packed our bags full of food.  Then we took the 
bus to Lake Wenatchee where we bought 2 large cakes and other things to celebrate 
The 4th of July.  We there got wicked sunburns and played games in the water.  I won 
every time!  The end. 
Jordan Hankison 
 
MONDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 



 We are at the same project we were at the last week.  We are continuing to 
brush up to the PCT and are having consistently longer hikes to work.  That’s basically 
all except for the even more constant mosquitoes that eat us at every opportunity. 
Andy Vincent-Hill 
 
TUESDAY:   
Today we hiked uphill in the rain, very far, and Kaija got tri-force of blisters upon her 
pinky tow the size of Malaysia.  She still beat me to camp by like 45 minutes. I have 
horrible brown painful old man feet –toot-ailment of some sort, but the strawberry candy 
is helping me deal with the waves of agonizing pain.  The mosquitoes are coming in 
bigger hordes than every before recorded in history of events.  It is so cold that we must 
hike over drifts of snow from the constant of avalanches.  Our food stores are running 
low as is moral; I fear we may be forced to eat Tim as we planned before foolishly 
accepting our mission to backcountry.  The mountains loom above us like a prison. I 
must wrap this up for the gnomes may find me soon.  If you find this journal, tell the 
family I miss them.     
Lisa 

 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Well, what have we learned…?  Apparently the gnomes are coming very soon & 
we are all in eminent danger, so that’s cool.  Also rain gear only helps if your pants aren’t 
already wet!!! & Kaija has the worst blister ever!  That thing is just gross.  Why did you 
even show me? 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Mosquitoes were a great challenge this week.  They swarmed us when we’re 
weakest and cold from trudging through damp vegetation.  We would sit down after a 
long day of work and they would promptly destroy us.  Another challenge was keeping 
up morale.  The end of this week couldn’t come soon enough. 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Erin 
 
CREW COLOR: ORANGE 
 
WEEK # 6 
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Over the weekend we managed to mislead all the gnomes and their UGLY pink 
pigtails.  We painted them and ran.  Unfortunately I hear war drums as they came for 
round 2. I know all of you think our crew went crazy, but we’re super cereal that these 



gnomes are after us.  This time they brought our old nemesis, Koish, Hounds Tongue 
and Muller as well as some new foes like Mustard and Yellow Star Thistles.  We just 
finished a 7 hour battle with nothing but hoes, grubbers and shovels against them.  We 
have quite the week ahead of us to finish the session, wish us luck in this war and have 
real food ready when we come home in glorious victory! 
Anthony “Sockeye” Richey 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we have returned to the surface of Mars to complete our first task of 
eradicating kochia and mullen.  It was discovered that Kaija is the legendary magical 
mullen man, carrying her ever-full bag of mullen to give to the poor children of Russia so 
that they may set it (and their friends) on fire. 
Kaija 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we continued to kill kochia and yellow mustard as the ridiculously hot sun 
doused our bodies with sweat, which mixed with the dust to create quite a nice natural 
bronzer for our burnt faces.  Later in the day we took a crazy surprise break into “town”.  
We stopped at a grocery store.  We grabbed a couple bins of ice cream that instantly got 
devoured within five minutes.  I’m going to assume it was tasty.  Then we met a friendly 
bear, sort of, and continued to perspire in mass quantities. 
Liza Koski 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned that our contact, Scott Ritner, is the most awesome 
person ever in the history of awesome people, let alone one of our best contacts.  “Just 
take the next hour off while I teach you about geology formations.”, and “Let’s just call it 
a day.”, he’d say with a bemused expression.  His Guardia experiences were funny.  
Also we learned that heat suck to work in. 
Andy V-H 
 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 There were a few moments at NYC that I know I’ll never forget.  The first was 
near the end of our first week when we were working in a national forest in Chemult, 
Oregon.  Half of the crew was attempting to dig holes in the middle of a huge boggy 
meadow in the pouring rain while the rest were hauling rusty barbed wire around trying 
to get it over a barbed wire fence.  Then the hail storm began.  Every inch of our bodies 
was soaked.  Our feet hurt from working on soggy boots all day and our teeth continued 
to chatter.  We all sort of looked at each other and started laughing at the pure 
ridiculousness of the entire experience.  It was quite the work day. 
 Next was our Summer Solstice Celebration on the backcountry weekend in 
Burns, Oregon.  Our entire crew spent all of Saturday preparing by making costumes out 
of Nature—flower & moss crowns, necklaces with pinecones, mushrooms, feathers and 
tree branches, capes, a bow and arrow and even an effigy to burn in our fire.  When the 
moon arrived, we lit it up and danced around the fire like a bunch of crazy hippies 
singing random “Deer-hoof” lyrics.  We played games for hours and had the ultimate day 
of relaxation and amusement.  Happy Summer Solstice! 



 The other great experience happened on our way out of our Myrtle Creek Trail.  
Jordan, Jeff and I embarked on a special mission that involved hiking out a night early, 
getting the rig and making camp at another spot where the entire group would complete 
their backcountry adventure.  In the morning we hiked all the way back down to the 
original camp to help everyone and hike back out all together.  Yes, we did a lot of 
hiking.  And even a little more to help carry what gear had been dropped along the trail 
due to over packing since we expected mules to help.  The last mile was what is now 
called “Death Hill” for obvious reasons.  One by one we all huffed and puffed our sweaty 
bodies and obnoxiously heavy packs up the Devil Hill and to the bus which seemed 
Godly at this point.  We reached the top and collapsed in the grass and devoured two 
cold, crispy fresh watermelons left by our contact and opened our long awaited mail.  It 
was one of the biggest physical challenges I’ve faced in my life.  I felt amazing, 
accomplished, relieved, and happy that we all made it out without anyone having a heat 
stroke. 
Liza Koski 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 One thing I will always remember is our best worst day ever.  We had been 
working in a high desert in eastern Oregon called Chemult.  Despite this fact, it had been 
raining basically since we got there and we were wet and cold when we got up and ate 
wet and cold breakfast while hastily pulling on our wet and cold rain gear.  We got to the 
worksite and it immediately began raining.  Cold water trickled down my neck aw me, 
Jordan, Kaija and Ace were assigned to remove barbed wire from burned slash piles.  It 
was miserable.  We yanked the wire out from under the massive half-burnt logs and 
cornered it, wile being repeatedly lacerated over a barbed wire fence.  After that, we 
dragged it for about 200 feet to a huge pile of barb4ed wire, stopping only to re-adjust 
the massive loads of wire or pick up shreds of broken grass.  After we finish, we’re 
hanging out by a fence and it starts raining “cats and dogs.”  We’re wet and miserable.  
Then it starts hailing hard.  Huge hail pelts us from above.  We look at each other and 
just start laughing.  We crack pessimism jokes (look on the bright side, we could be dead 
soon) and have a lot of fun.  I will never forget that moment. 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 My most challenging day at NYC was last year when I had to hike up these steep 
mountains. 
Danielle Allen 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 This was my first session and I have learned many things here.  I have 
developed a strong work ethic, I have learned how to live with eleven other people (kind 
of…!), & I have also learned how to use a Pulaski.  YEAH! 
Tim Lamb 
 
 This session I’ve learned how to properly build drainage dips, share everything 
and be an awesome, chill person to help others. 
Danielle Allen 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 From now on I will always be happy with drinking clean water & having food and 
shelter. 



Danielle Allen 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Patrick  
 
CREW COLOR:  YELLOW  
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Iwetemlaykin State Heritage Site 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Oregon Parks & Rec 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:    

 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We came together as a team today and really accomplished a lot.  Everyone 
seems to get along really well.  It was a really long day, but we all pulled through. 
Jonathon C 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are at Wallowa Lake Campground.  Our project is to make a 1,400 ft. trail for 
people with disabilities.  We are laying down fabric on some parts of trail and putting 
gravel on top.  On other parts of trails we are making trail digging up grass, making it 



nice and smooth and level and putting gravel over it. We are doing this for people with 
disabilities and whoever else wants to walk on trail. 
Skyler Davis 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 So we got up at a semi-go start today, had some breakfast, did dishes and went 
to work.  We were all pretty much half asleep till break, but after the break we were 
doing really well and the day went by fast.  We are back at camp and about to eat 
dinner, so till next time… 
Kellogg 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our crew learned to work hard and get the job done right the first time.  
Personally I learned to build turn-outs for trails.  I also learned that with hardcore 
teamwork, almost anything is possible.  I also learned how to leave a “no trace” camp.  I 
learned how to be comfortable with working with others when before I just used to work 
alone. 
Jeremy Hall 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Our schedule for Friday was slightly different than it had been previously all 
week.  We awoke earlier to pack up camp, saving us time after our halved workday.  We 
took advantage of the “extravagancies” we were offered…showers, laundry, store stop, 
phone, etc…  After those, we continued on our 4/5 hour bus ride till we reached the 
weekend site in conjunction with all other crews and Jeff. 
Jonah 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Patrick 
 
CREW COLOR:  YELLOW  
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Egley Fire Restoration 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Malheur  
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   Emigrant Creek 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we met the other crews in the gorge.  For our rec trip, we went to 
the Deschutes Recreational Park and hung out and swam.  Saturday night we did our 
circle thing and talked about who has made a change in our lives.  Sunday we packed 
up and drove for about eight hours.  Then today we started tearing down fencing and 
building a new fence. 
Jonathan Luty 
 



TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 The project we’re doing is we’re building a fence around a plot acre in the 
Ochoco National Forest.  We’re doing this because the old fence burned down.  Also in 
the plot acre, people take a survey about how much vegetation is in there. 
Michael Ceruti 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we finished the large game fencing and started the cattle fence.  We 
nearly completed the cattle fence.  Tomorrow we will finish it and start whatever Howard 
has planned for us.  Howard was surprised we finished our task so fast and was happy 
with our work.  He mentioned possibly doing some weeding.  Whatever he may have 
planned, I am confident we will complete the work quickly and with a good attitude. 
Zach G 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We started Howard’s new project, which was building yet another fence similar to 
the ones we built; the difference being the noticeable change in elevation halfway 
through the fencing.  We passed his expectations he had for us on finishing his project 
for us.  We plan to at least get through this new fencing area, if not, fully finished.  Yay 
showers!!! 
Jonah M 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This weeks challenges were completed:  we finished building corner jacks, line 
jacks & the all-around fencing.  This is probably one of the better weeks this summer 
because our sponsor was out there everyday working with us teaching us something 
new every chance he had.  This week’s job is probably going to be on of my personal 
favorites.  I learned a few new things & got to help give a SEED on starting a camp-fire. 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Patrick 
 
CREW COLOR:  YELLOW  
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Indian Creek Heavy Maintenance 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Wenatchee 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Leavenworth 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 After a rather boring drive and store/laundry/shower stop in Hines, we arrived in 
the Twilight Zone.  We were back at Rufus and the wind was more welcoming than ever.  
Quite relentless, actually...  Other than that the rec trips were barrels of fun.  Also many 
kids were united with their parents as we feasted on our largest meal to date.  As for 



Sunday, we yelled up into Washington and drove through some beautiful country.  
Including a city called Leavenworth.  A truly scary place, in all…   
Tyler Wright 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are somewhere in mid-eastern Washington and we have the 
coolest campsite but our job is kind of boring.  We are removing the brush that is starting 
to over-grow a trail that leads to the pacific crest trail that goes all the way from Canada 
to Mexico. 
Kellogg 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Gold crew’s goals this week were all about speed.  How fast we can wash 
dishes, get to work early and basically anything that could get us more free time. 
Matt Lindsey 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week the crew learned how to efficiently maintain a trail.  We learned how to 
dig drainage ditches, brushing and other stuff.  We also learned what a dichotomous key 
is and how to utilize it. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Our crew’s challenges this week were working in mosquito infested areas.  We 
had to lop and swamp maple vine.  Some of the other challenges we had was working 
with blue crew.  We made check dams and cut trail. Our accomplishments this week 
were working through the mosquitoes and working with one crew leader. 
Michael Ceruti 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Patrick 
 
CREW COLOR:  YELLOW  
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Fish Creek-Heavy Maintenance 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today we took the ferry across Lake Chelan.  Then we got off the boat and 
began our hike to where we could camp.  Since the area had been burned in a forest 
fire, we had to wear our hard hats.  Once we finished our four mile hike through the hills, 
we began building our campsite.  After our camp was set up, we made some food and 
sat down for a nice meal to rest our tired bodies. 
Zach G 



 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are basically doing the same as last week, but this time it’s more 
intense.  We are using cross cuts and Pulaski’s, moving big logs…  We are in Fish creek 
for the next 2 weeks in backcountry!  This brush and logs are all over the trail and it’s 
way overgrown. 
Kellogg 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week our crew intends to over-exceed our leader’s expectations and be 
awarded with pizza and ice cream. 
Greg B 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
    Gold crew learned how to cook some amazing backcountry dinners.  We also 
learned a lot about Lake Chelan. 
Matt Lindsey 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 We completed the first of BC.  It was rough, but we made it.  We all are ����  
and tired of rice, pasta, cous-cous.  We eat it for lunch and dinner for a week.  Desperate 
times call for desperate measures.  We have been hunting for timber tigers (chipmunks), 
but never got any of them. Haha… 
Jonathan Church 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Patrick M 
 
CREW COLOR: YELLOW  
 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Fish creek Heavy Maintenance 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Began second pass through the first part of the trail; got past camp on brushing 
and digging drainage ditch; ate dinner; started dishes and other food prep  
Jonah 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are on our 2nd week doing backcountry work at Fish Creek.  Today 
we worked on the other half of our trail, & from camp I’d say we’re 1/3 the way there to 



the junction.  We were separated into 2 groups; one group did lopping & the other half 
were making top-line. 
Cory 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals for this week were to brush from our camp all the way down to the first 
junction.  Today we succeeded in doing so.  Now our goal is to work tomorrow for four 
hours and then hike to the fairy and get out of this place.  We are all looking forward to 
going back to civilization. 
Jonathan Luty 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today is the day we finally get out of bc camp.  It’s been a long and tough 
worksite but the two week project is over.  While the crew is obviously happy about 
getting back to real life, it still feels strange to think about life in front country.  From the 
quiet glades to stunning vistas, it’s like living in a painting.  As I write this on the boat ride 
back on the picturesque Lake Chelan, I am utterly thankful for the opportunity I was 
given; the chance to explore myself and a bit more of the world in my own backyard. 
Tyler Wright 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Patrick 
 
CREW COLOR: YELLOW  
 
WEEK # 6 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Wild Cat Trail 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Over the weekend we went to the weekend site in Wenatchee.  We had our rec 
trip and went back to do the crew Olympics.  Then Sunday we drove out to our worksite. 
Jonathan Luty 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are in the Ochoco Mountains doing trail maintenance and a lot of 
brushing and cross-cutting. 
Gregory Bentley 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew goals this week are to brush and cross-cut TNT’s trail then to start on 
our trail.  Another goal this weeks was to finish this session sprinting. 



 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our crew learned that in the last week of session, it can bring out the BEST and 
the WORST in people.  Some guys are very moody and don’t want to work, just want it 
to end and go home…  Others like myself want to go home, but are going to miss our 
crew and all the awesome projects we did; and also I’ve heard and it is true –it is going 
to be weird not waking up next to your crew and seeing Patrick’s face and doing safety 
circle.  Another thing our crew learned is to do and take care of what needs done and be 
responsible. 
Skyler Davis 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 We rolled into our new campsite in a familiar place.  Earlier this week the feelings 
were mixed.  Some of us were relieved to be at our destination in the Ochoco’s while 
others were less than thrilled.  This is the last place we would be together as a crew.  
The last early morning wake ups…the last back-breaking chances to prove the worth of 
yellow crew to ourselves and the rest of North One.  From the first day, with the long 
overdue presence of Jeff, everyone showed a willingness to buckle down and get thing 
done.  From the felling of massive snags to the group effort of pushing large root ball off 
trail, we rocked this trail.  The hike was beyond long, the log-outs many, and the 
brushing would have made lesser crews shake in their boots.  All in all, we had no easy 
week in store, but we proved the power of NYC and ourselves once again.  I will not 
soon forget one of the toughest weeks of my life to date and I’m willing to bet most of the 
guys agree. 
Tyler Wright 
 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 The most challenging day I had at NYC was when we were in backcountry and 
hiked uphill to where we were working.  It was not only the hike but the crosscut work 
which really worked the arms or when we had to Pulaski a log out.  It really worked the 
arms and legs.  And when the logs were so massive they whole team had to team up to 
move the log… It was times like that when I felt we were like a team. 
Jonathan Church 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 A favorite NYC experience was digging drains with my friends then testing to 
make sure they work.   

Another favorite experience was hiking into a burn after a two hour ferry ride. 
And my last favorite experience was chilling for half the day on rec trips. 

Mike Ceruti 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 

1. I learned how to push past all imagined physical limits.  When I simply couldn’t 
move anymore, I would take 2 and come back stronger than ever.  The little 
efforts and hardships of the worksite became nothing more than mental 
obstacles. 

2. As important as being a sound leader is the real test, for most is learning how to 
follow.  Simply doing what you’re asked to do to the best of your abilities; not 
challenging authority unless it will be helpful and keeping a good relationship with 



your peers and leaders.  I love the practice that the “The Leader of the Day” 
event gave each of us. 

3. The think I will treasure most from this experience is what I learned about myself 
and my interactions with others.  By the former I mean the chance to get away 
from the safety net of the familiar and dive into waters unknown.  Do I have the 
leadership skills to do this?  Can I still make friends?  Will I be able to positively 
affect the crew and live up to the daunting reputation of NYC?  The answer was 
yes to all those and more.  This program has guided my foot-fall as I step into the 
real world. 

Tyler Wright 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 I will always remember our backcountry experience most of all.  Before 
backcountry I didn’t know the members of my crew very well.  During the 2 weeks we 
were out there we got to know each other a lot better.  Before backcountry I was thinking 
of going home, but my crew leader convinced me to stay and I am glad I did.  I 
remember sleeping outside the first night and waking up to see the stars.  I was blown 
away by the number of stars there really were.  This made me realize the experiences 
Northwest Youth Corps had given me that I would have never had back at home. 
Zach Garchow 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 

After participating in this 6 week session, it reinvigorated my environmental 
consciousness.  It now reminded me just how much I overlooked the importance of the 
environment.  By being forced away from most forms and sources of electricity, it taught 
me how little I really need to use those for entertainment, while I may continue to use 
them.  I hope to at least conserve more.  The other big thing I realized from this 
experience was that you always have something you could be doing to be productive, 
instead of sitting around.  Finally, instead of just being the quiet person in whatever 
group I may be in, I need to just start speaking up more often. 
Jonah Morris 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR:  BLUE 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Iwetemlaykin State Heritage site  
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Oregon Parks & Rec 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:    



 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend our crew met at NYC headquarters and listened to various 
orientation presentations.  We set up tents and experienced our first night camping.  It 
was intense (in tents…).  We packed up early on Sunday morning after receiving crew 
assignments and drove for a very long time.  We set up tents in the rain and went to 
sleep. 
Nick Vincent-Hill 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Over the following week, NYC’s blue crew will be working on building a brand 
new trail.  The location is a World Heritage site in which the great ancestral Indian Chief 
Joseph was buried.  Because of this great importance in the land’s history, we must 
conduct our work both precisely and delicately.  So far we have completed a rough 
outline of the entire trail.  All that remains is to trim up and add gravel to the few 
remaining patches that need it. 
Alex Spangler 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today our crew learned the concept of hard work.  We busted out harder and 
better than the other days we have worked.  After work we cleaned up and some people 
changed to go take a nice dip in the lake.  We then had a great SEED session where we 
talked about stereo-typing and racism.  After a long days’ work and chores, we will enjoy 
a hot dinner and be anxious for bed from all the rough work everyone contributed at the 
job site. 
Andrew Randall 



 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned how fun & boring a 12 hour trip can be crammed in 
to a van, which was great cuz it gave us a chance to get to know each other.  Then we 
learned how to set up camp in the dark.  The next day we learned morning routine & 
how to cut trail & work well together.  All in all, the beginning of our journey has been 
very interesting and educational and I am sure it will continue to be that way. 
 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week our crew’s challenges were getting the first section of trail we were 
assigned finished.  This challenge was also an accomplishment.  One very important 
challenge for our crew is to stay cool with each other and leave the bickering and fighting 
out of the picture.  This was also an accomplishment for the week.  Our crew challenged 
themselves everyday for the week, which left amazing amounts of work completed.  Just 
as everybody else had to, we had quite a long drive and nobody went insane.  That I 
would consider an accomplishment.  Nobody in our crew gave up and nobody got kicked 
out.  Everyone kept positive for the week, leaving this week to be one amazing and fun 
week. 
Andrew Randall 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR:  BLUE 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Iwetemlaykin State Heritage Site 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Oregon Parks and Rec 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
This weekend we left for the weekend site and we arrived before most of the crews.  The 
next morning I left for a fun trip to the Deschutes.  We went swimming for a bit and came 
back. We had a nice night.  .  It was exciting.  The, the next morning we packed up and 
drove back to the same site we were previously at for a week. 
Shayne Van Brunt 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Hoorah!  This is the shout we hear as we all work as hard as we can to fill in the 
trail with gravel.  Today we were stationed to complete another trail by widening it in 
areas and filling it in with gravel.  This may be arduous work, but we soldier on hour by 
hour and make our work as fun as possible.  By the end of the long day, we only have a 
relatively small amount of trail to cover with gravel.  Tomorrow well be our last day at the 
same location and we will leave a beautiful trail behind us for all to enjoy. 



Zach Wilson 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our blue crew’s goals for this week were to make it to the end of the week and 
impress our sponsor.  Today our sponsor came to the worksite and made several 
comments that brought me and the crew down, so instead of leaving, we busted out an 
extra hour. 
Joey A 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This fine, fine week for blue crew was tough, miserable and sweaty, but we 
fought hard & stayed strong.  This week our crew learned the power of teamwork and 
the strength we have together.  We may not all be friends sometimes, but we are a 
family (for six weeks).  We learned the concepts of hard work.  In the future we will get 
closer and closer. 
Craig I Kama 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week our crew dealt with the challenge of returning to the same worksite 
and keeping a positive attitude.  We faced five monotonous days of gravelling trail under 
dynamite weather.  We busted out a lot of trail, but left the site under the sting of 
criticism from the sponsor.  Other challenges we faced included having to redo yellow 
crew’s trail and maintaining respect and trust within the crew.  Overall the week ended 
on a positive note with many challenges overcome.  We look forward to Fiona reading 
“The Hobbit” to us. 
Nick Vincent-Hill 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR:  BLUE 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Indian Creek trail 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Wenatchee 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Leavenworth 
 
SUNDAY:   
 Well first we all had one long ride to the weekend site.  We tore open our trailer 
and set up camp.  Then chores…  We got dinner.  It wasn’t bad, then we went to bed.  .  
Saturday we went on our rec trips and when we got back we did Saturday Circle    
Greg L 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 Our crew had the same weekend site in Rufus.  We had the same rec trips; just 
went to a different place with a different crew leader.  Again one of our tents got baby 
powdered and we will soon find them and destroy them. 
Craig 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 The project this week is totally new.  We are in the grand state of Washington 
cleaning up a 60-year-old trail.  So far we have hiked in, worked taking out baby trees, 
made drainage for the trail, and did a pretty good amount of trail digging to level it and to 
make it look almost brand spankin’ new.  Tomorrow we will do more of the same with a 
great emphasis put on digging.  Blue crew is working hard to revamp this old yet 
treasured trail.   
Zachary Wilson 
 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our primary goal this week is to work as much as we possibly can.  Our beloved 
crew-leader, Fiona, has a very painful infection and sadly she doesn’t have the 
necessary strength to lead our full crew.  Since we don’t have Fiona to lead us, we are 
forced to practice our integrity and work as long as we can with the foreign gold crew.  
Today we all trudged out o f camp and worked eight short hard hours and came back 
with some very tired legs.  When we arrived, our crew-leader had delicious cornbread 
waiting for us.  We all wish Fiona a speedy recovery, but we will all work hard to uphold 
her crew. 
Zachary Wilson 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 We busted out right off in the morning with Keenan, the BLP crew-leader.  We 
worked 10 hours straight and mobbed in 33 check dams.  Busted out logs and brushed.  
Got back to camp and mobbed to yellow crew’s camp; did dinner and SEED with them. 
 
FRIDAY: 
 Today we were slow to tear down camp, but got it done & off to work we went.  
There we busted out a ½ day of work putting in check dams.  Then we loaded into the 
van & headed off to get showers, then to the laundry mat.  Now we are on the way to the 
weekend site. 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR:  BLUE 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Turnbull NWR 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 



RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we drove from work to Wenatchee to do laundry.  We didn’t get to 
do laundry.  Then we arrived at the weekend site to join yellow crew in setting up camp.  
All the crews arrived except orange.  They showed up after sleepy time.  The next day 
we went on a fun trip with Jeff, then back to camp.  The next morning we found out 
where we were going and started toward Turnbull. 
Shayne Van Brunt 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are up in Washington.  Our project is to take slash piles and 
combine or move them to an open space for burning.  Burning the fuel left on the ground 
helps prevent forest fires. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 During this week of NYC, Blue crew has been sent out to do slash piling.  It is an 
extremely tedious task in which we must take several piles of fallen wood and combining 
them into larger piles.  The job seems endless and in hindsight of what we’ve done so 
far, I doubt we’d even come close to finishing it; so spending the day infinitely stacking 
piles without knowing how much we’ve done compared to how much we have left. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week blue crew is slash piling.  All we’re doing is taking one pile and putting 
it on top of another pile.  It’s as easy as it sounds. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Blue crew started week four without our fearless leader, Fiona.  Without Fiona we 
were left with Jeff, the rover.  We drove from the weekend site all the way up to 
Washington for some very exciting slash piling.  Our main challenge was to work 
everyday with a different leader.  We all worked very hard until Fiona returned on 
Tuesday night and then we continued piling the slashed branches, rolling up barbed 
wire, staying hydrated, eating and playing a variety of very entertaining games.  Finally 
on Friday, our fun was over and we drove to Rufus to spend the night where we had a 
very gracious crew member supply us with a delicious dinner and breakfast.  We awoke 
on Saturday and quickly prepared to leave and made our way to meet the almighty 
woods boss known to all of NYC as Jeff. 
Zachary Wilson 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR: BLUE 
 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 



NATIONAL FOREST: Malheur NF  
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Emigrant Creek 
 
 
SUNDAY:   
From sun rise to sun set, beauty is always to be found.  Birds sing while a gentle breeze 
blows.  Things are at peace.  Trees all around with mountains so high… still I wonder 
who I am.  From one style of life to another with people telling you how to live…  Raised 
one way, but forced to live another…  Out here I am free and able to focus on finding 
me.  In the wild I feel I belong.  Still there are things holding me back, yet there is so 
much for me to see.  Working and hiking learning new things everyday, improving upon 
new and old skills. 
Greg Latkowski 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we didn’t technically have a weekend site.  We stayed the night in 
Rufus, where Greg had made us cheese-burgers which he generously bought for the 
crew.  They were delicious.  Then we spent the rest of the time in our work site camp 
and played tons of cards and heard Zach’s PH. 
JA 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Week five blue crew is stationed in Oregon building a barbed wire fence.  It is a 
new project for must of our crew, but it doesn’t seem to be slowing us down at all, since 
we are already putting up our third line of barbed wire and we don’t seem to be slowing 
down at all.  We have three more barbed wire fence work days left and we will have a 
nice complete week behind us. 
Zach Wilson 
 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned the sharpness of barbed wire & the many steps to 
putting it up.  We had to drive T-posts, rolling out wire, making posts and stays.  It’s been 
interesting. 
 
 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR: BLUE 
 
WEEK # 6 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Andrews Creek Trail Maintenance 
 



NATIONAL FOREST:  Okanogan 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Methow 
 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are doing backcountry.  We hiked in 8 ½ miles. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Blue crew is looking forward to the last day, as well as going back home after this 
long journey.  Although the end is near and people are anxious, blue crew will continue 
to do what we, as a crew and as a team, do best; bust out some more action with the 
dial turned all the way up.  We will finish this session with a good impression and a crew 
full of satisfied and happy men. 
Andrew Randall 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today blue crew knocked out 2 miles of trail-clearing with which we hiked out of 
camp a few miles and worked back.  We made it to camp at about lunch.  We then hiked 
the other direction past camp and worked towards camp.  We ended our day by taking a 
nice, ice cold dip in the glacier water river.  We listened to Brandon’s lovely PH after a 
nice dinner.  Everyone slept great that night. 
Andrew Randall 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Today we hiked out from camp on a lightning fast pace.  IT took almost 5 
relentless hours to get from point A to point B.  Most of us enjoyed the hike.  We then set 
up our trailer, got our gear together and had a nice road trip to our campsite place.  We 
had a store stop on the way here, which was great.  There are lots of other campers 
here as well.  Brandon did a rig check and we ate dinner.   
Andrew Randall 
 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 Here I am.  That was the thought I had on my most challenging day at NYC.  This 
day happened to be the very first day when we were digging new trail at Wallowa.   The 
work was new and alien to me.  I was working with people I didn’t know and I was very 
nervous to make mistakes. All day I learned new things from my crew and my crew-
leader.  So my day seemed to be challenging, but very reassuring at the same time, 
because all of my crew was very understanding and helpful. 
Zachary Wilson 
 
 My most challenging day was when our crew hiked 8 ½ miles out of backcountry.  
It took us 4 ½ hours and we ended our session tired but happy. 
Nick Vincent-Hill 
 



 My most challenging day in NYC was the backcountry week; well actually just the 
hike in.  The week went swell but the 8 ½ miles in and out were pretty intense but they 
could have been worse.  I want to hike like that all the time. 
Shayne Van Brunt 
 
 My most challenging day was getting backcountry last week.  I didn’t know what 
it was all about.  In the end it turned out well, however I wonder how I made an 8/1/2 
mile hike interesting. 
Andrew Randall 
 
 My most challenging day was the first day.  First days are always the hardest. 
Alex Spangler 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 

ALL OF THEM!  I enjoyed all of my NYC experiences.  Of course that is not the 
answer to the prompt so I will single out three.  One of my favorites was when I got an 
EP, which showed me that the hard work I was doing was not going unnoticed.  Another 
was being in a forest that was so full of life for the very first time.  Finally I have to say 
that I really enjoyed finishing my eight and a half mile hike with my crew because of the 
feeling of accomplishment it gave me. 
Zachary Wilson 
 
 My three favorite experiences in NYC were our backcountry project, the sub 
sandwich diner and our final hike out. 
Nick Vincent-Hill 
 
 My 3 favorite NYC moments were, one, accomplishing the first week with no 
problems or worries.  My second would be seeing all the awesome places and last 
would be carrying out my pack on the 8 ½ mile hike and a yellow top for over half the 
hike. 
Shayne Van Brunt 
 
 My 3 favorite NYC moments were meeting my crew, working in Wallowa and 
finishing up backcountry. 
Andrew Randall 
 

Paycheck, leaving backcountry, Greg’s cheese-burgers. 
JA 
 
 Making new friends, experiencing new things, sticking it out… 
Alex Spangler 
 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 I learned a great deal from NYC.  So many things dawned on me like the simple 
fact that work was just another part of life.  I know that the truth is a very hard thing for 
everyone to swallow, and at NYC many truths were put in front of me.  Now it is 
amazingly clear to me that every part of life is a job so I better keep improving my ability 
to work until I am excellent. 
Zachary Wilson 



 
 I learned how to work hard, have fun and get paid for it. 
Nick Vincent-Hill 
 
 I learned how to put up with people even when I wanted to explode or tell them 
off.  I’ve also learned how to encourage people by leading by example and asking for 
help.  I also learned how to make a trail, build a fence and to use a lot of new tools. 
Shayne Van Brunt 
 
 At NYC I learned about how a good work ethic is determined, you always be 
there for one another, never give up, listen to your boss as well as obey your boss, and 
try to find the fun in things you do.  Don’t always be down about what you have to do. 
Andrew Randall 
 
 
 I learned attitude can go a long way.  Everyone has their own story and that this 
would be harder than I thought. 
Alex Spangler 
 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 I don’t think I will be able to forget NYC at all.  Everything I did here in Oregon 
and Washington was so new and exciting that it is difficult for me to choose just one 
thing.  Definitely all of the new people I met will be the easiest things to remember.  
Every friend I made had an equal impact on me and I feel like I learned a lot from them 
all. 
Zach Wilson 
 
 I will always remember the sense of community I experienced in my crew.  We 
weren’t always the best of friends, but we made it through together. 
Nick Vincent-Hill 
 

Honestly I won’t forget anything about NYC.  This has become a big step in my 
life and I don’t think it’s the end of me at NYC. 
Shayne Van Brunt 
 
 I will never forget the people I met.  They are all unique in their own ways.  I will 
also never forget the positive impact that I was part of, thanks to NYC. 
Andrew Randall. 
 
 
 How much more fun it is to be outgoing. 
Alex Spangler 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS:  
 “Nah, I’m not really hungry.”  That was my answer to almost every offer to a new 
or different food that I hadn’t had before.  I am not sure why, but before coming to NYC I 
had a mental block that didn’t allow me to try foods that I hadn’t had before.  During my 
session I knew I would have to eat any food that I had the chance to eat.  This was a 
very scary talk that I knew I had to complete and soon. 



 Everyday during my session it seemed that I would experience a new food and 
some I was very nervous to eat.  So this was it, I was out in the woods and it was time to 
test my courage and go for it.  Of course, I tried all the foods and found many of them to 
be delicious.  From now on I will always try new things, especially food. 
Zach Wilson 
 
 From now on I will always try to have fun doing whatever I am doing because if 
you can’t have fun, what’s the point? 
Nick Vincent-Hill 
 
 From now on I will always be open to new experiences and always give people a 
chance to be friends with myself. 
Shayne Van Brunt 
 
 From now on I will always try my best.  I have realized that putting all your effort 
in really makes a difference, whatever it is.  My full potential will be included.  Thank you 
NYC! 
Andrew Randall 
 
 
 Try my hardest. 
Alex Spangler 


