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CREWLEADER:  Russell 
 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
 
WEEK #1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Haz. Fuel Reduction 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Diamond Lake 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
Russell woke us up at 5:45 this morning, which disappointed me because I was 
expecting to wake up before he came in for the wake up call. Our contact met us at 6:30 
to show us where we’d be working. The job: clear out the debris from under as many 
Ponderosa trees as we could. I’m glad we only had to worry about one type of tree 
because we would’ve had a lot ore work to do. 3:00 came along quicker than we 
expected but we were sure glad to be done working. All the guys went for a swim when 
we got back and were late for chores because of it. 
Ryan Edwards 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where ar e you, what are you 
doing, why?   
We woke up at 5 AM and then we left at 5:45. We got at our work site at 6:00 then we 
scanned the work site for Ponderosas that we missed yesterday. We were cleaning the 
bottom of the trees and making sure that there were no sticks within three or four feet 
away so it won’t catch the trees on fire. 
Danielle Fisher 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week : 
I woke up at 4:20 to make breakfast. We had pancakes with left over peach cobbler 
inside it. We went to our work site. We almost finished but it was time to go. It started 
raining on us today and it felt good since we were in the hot sun all day. We came back 
to camp and some people went to wash themselves off. 
Danielle Fisher 
  
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this wee k: 
Hector and I both woke up to the sound of the alarm I had set for 4:30 so that he could 
make breakfast, but we both went back to sleep and woke back up at 5:00. Danielle 
made pancakes again which I really enjoyed. After learning the pirate dance in safety 
circle, we finished off the work we had to do and left the site before lunch. We are back 



at the campground and an hour later we packed up camp and moved to a new 
campground closer to our new worksite. Arriving at 2:30, we picked a sweet spot right 
next to the river. We haven’t gone swimming yet because chores started as soon as we 
finished setting up. 
Ryan Edwards 
 
SATURDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and acco mplishments this 
week 
We got up at nine and everyone ate pizza for breakfast then we did chores right 
afterwards. Then we made shotgun then we went to Crater Lake to look. We walked 
around and took pictures and came back to camp. We got a lot of time hanging out with 
people then I went for a walk then went swimming. 
Danielle Fisher 
 
SUNDAY 
Our breakfast was a simple one; pancakes and cereal with powdered milk. I said no 
thank you on the powdered milk and ate my cereal dry. After tearing down our tents and 
loading up the buses, we left a half hour earlier than expected. Three hours later, we got 
to our camp site. We unloaded the buses and ate lunch. I took a power nap while 
everyone else used their free time to explore the surrounding area. Russell said that my 
snoring sounded like someone sawing logs. I guess that’s a compliment.  
 
 
WEEK #2 Yellow Crew- South 4 
 
SUNDAY-Describe what your crew did this weekend 
Today was like a day out of the Twilight Zone; full of strange happenings.  First, I was 
awakened by the strange feeling of Jessie stroking my armpits and staring at me.  Next, 
we had breakfast and were introduced to the new girl, Britney.  Not surprisingly, she was 
a bit shy.  When we arrived at the work site we discovered we were going to be split into 
two different groups; one with Ross and the other with Andrea and Ox. At the end of it all 
we came back to camp.  Later we went to Diamond Lake for a little excursion.  We 
swam, ate and made all the phone calls we needed to.  Though a few of us were late, 10 
push-ups didn’t seem too bad of a punishment.  Now its dinner time and I’m starving.  
Hope these burritos are as good as Hector says they’re going to be. 
~Candido 
 
 
MONDAY-Describe your project this week; where are y ou, what are you 
doing, why? 
Today we went back to work on the Umpqua National Forest; pulling a bunch of duff 
away from under the drip line of White Pines and Ponderosa Pines.  Though our 
morning wasn’t very cheerful, our afternoon was much more jovial.  In addition to the 
vast array of animal noises from various crew members percolating through the air, we 
also enjoyed a few interesting conversations.  One whose main focus was a “celebrity 
death match” between Big Ox and Russ.  As it stands right now, it’s about 60-40% in 
favor of Big Ox.  However, if Russell continues his rigorous workouts, I have no doubt in 
my mind our crew leader will “represent”.  Dirty and grungy, we didn’t have time to do the 
dishes before breakfast; they had to be done upon immediate arrival.  As everyone 



attended to their chores, I sat in front of this journal thinking to myself; what will we learn 
from Hector about his life tonight? I hope we’re all ready… 
 
TUESDAY-Describe your crew’s goals for the week 
Today we woke up at 5:00. I was really tired and fell asleep while putting my clothes on 
but everyone rushing in and out of the tent woke me back up.  As we got on the bus to 
go to work I fell asleep in my seat but as soon as we got there I woke up.  The morning 
started out slow but as soon it got later into the day, it felt a lot faster. As soon as we got 
back to camp, me and D took Bucky Shampoo (the whale) and went and rode it down to 
the bridge. It was fun and then we let Hector ride. He couldn’t figure out how to ride the 
whale, it was pretty funny listening to him complain about it.  
~Mason 
 
WEDNESDAY 
Everybody woke up at 5:00am but it took me 5 min to get out of bed when I thought it 
was 4:00 am.  Ryan told me it was 5:05 am, so I got dressed and everyone had 
pancakes this morning then did dishes and then we were on our way to the work site.  
We got there around 10:00am and we did 50 crunches and other stretches and then we 
split into 5 groups and we scanned all the area that we had left.  Time to go home. 
 
THURSDAY 
Today we woke up and worked, finished our area and walked to the trail.  We came 
home and our food was bad so we had to have pancakes, waffles and a bunch of crap 
because we didn’t have enough food and now my stomach hurts and we still have no 
food and we have weekend site tomorrow---Yah! 
-Dee 
 
 
 
WEEK #3 Yellow Crew- South 4 
 
 
SUNDAY 
 
The weekend site was chaotic, so it was nice to be back with the crew. Tanner was our 
new rover so we were all excited for the change and being on backcountry for the next 3 
weeks. The hike wasn’t too long and most of us were feeling pretty good about it until we 
reached camp. Not that it wasn’t pretty, but there were a gazillion mosquitoes. Upon 
arrival, we went right to chores, which continued the next morning until noon. 
Stephanie 
 
 
MONDAY 
Today we woke up at 5 AM, had breakfast then started safety circle. Today was a little 
slow for safety circle because all that we did was stretch and some people couldn’t think 
of a new stretch to try. After we were done with safety circle, we hiked off to our first day 
of actual work. The hike in the morning was pretty dull but it didn’t kill me so I was fine 
with it. 
Mason 



At the worksite, which was a mile and half long hike, we learned how to use a Pulaski 
and a cross cut, and how to re-route a trail. Some of us even learned how to pogo. For 
others it’s still an unsolved mystery. 
Unknown Author 
 
TUESDAY 
We had a nice day. Got to work with the cross cut and the Pulaski’s. I liked the Pulaski it 
was fun using that tool today. When our day was over, we learned how to hide our 
backcountry stove and I learned a couple new things about the game pogo and around 
the world. 
Unknown Author 
 
I woke up to the voice of Russ telling the people before breakfast to wake up because it 
was 5:09 and breakfast wasn’t set up. I’m not going to point fingers, but this is the 5th 
time Hector has not woken up to set it up. We ended up wasting 20 minutes of free time 
because of it. It was funny when Hector carried the heavy bag of rain gear to the 
worksite thinking it was lighter than a yellow top but he thought wrong! I was proud that 
he actually carried it all the way up the hill. 
Unknown Author 
 
WEDNESDAY 
When we arrived to the worksite, I was paired with Jessy to do cross-cut. Basically we 
mobbed and robbed the trees. The first tree we cut, we cut with the cross cut saw but 
the second we used a tiny saw and our bare hands. Russ left us for about 15 minutes 
and when he returned, the tree was man handled and down the hill because of our super 
strength. After that we started the work on a re-route to a trail, which was not the 
funniest thing we did because we were looking forward to cross-cutting more logs. It was 
a great workout on the way down the hill then back to the campsite. Candido, Stephanie, 
Dee, and I were enjoying a good game. At camp we found out what our chores were and 
I got stuck with journaling. It was too bad that Jessy didn’t get his PB and J that Candido 
and Dee said they would make him. That pretty much wraps the day up. Peace out. 
Jacob Crowder 
 
THURSDAY 
I awakened to the sound of Xavier telling me and Hector to wake up because it was time 
for breakfast. The time was 5:09. He sounded a little irritated this morning, which is only 
natural considering we both woke up late the previous morning when it was our turn to 
make breakfast. We wasted 25 minutes that we could’ve spent working. Luckily for us 
all, things went much smoother this morning because we had quite the day ahead of us. 
I carried everyone’s raingear on the hike, which was pretty heavy and also it gave me a 
good leg work out, but I’m soooo glad that I did because it started raining enough to 
make the ground covered with mud. Work went kind of slow in the beginning of the day, 
and I even suggested going on strike to my fellow crewmates after our first break came 
40 minutes later than usual. Most of them agreed with me, but we all kept working 
anyway. The reason our break was so late was because our Woods boss, Ox, came to 
visit at the same time Russ met our contact, Wayne, from the Forest Service, and the 3 
of them went and had a meeting on how the project was going. Lunch rolled around 
pretty soon after, and before we knew it we were out of there. The hike down was 
awesome for me, because I didn’t have to carry a thing, even though I had planned on 



carrying 2 yellow tops back, but Jesse and Jacob took them for me. I was disappointed 
because I wanted the workout, but was glad to be able to relax after an 8.5 hour day. 
 
FRIDAY 
I woke up. It was Friday but still I stayed in the tent because I was really cold, but I got 
up and went to safety circle. Then we went up the hill to our work site. We got there and 
we started to work. First break came around and we had a little snack but we were 
almost out of food so we got back to work. Lunch rolled by and we passed out the food 
and we were all out. We always have left over’s. So after lunch was over and we went 
back to work a little beat. After, I broke a Pulaski, but it was an accident. Some people 
laughed and some were mad but time to go back to camp came around. We got to camp 
and did chores and I hope dinner is good today. 
 
SATURDAY 
Today we slept in until 8:30 and we had bagels and cereal for breakfast. Then we found 
ourselves going on a hike that was further than planned. We ran into the trail crew and 
Russ made it into a SEED. The trail crew showed us to the spring where we could fill up 
our water and chill.  “Amazingly awesome” would be an understatement for how 
beautiful and tasty the spring was; water as cold as ice coming out of the side of a cliff. 
The guys ran around like crazies and Stephen took a nap by the waterfall. We headed 
back the long hike.  
 
 
 
WEEK #4-Yellow Crew- South 4 
 
SUNDAY-Describe what your crew did this weekend 
This morning we were granted the luxury of sleeping in until 6:30 then we headed out to 
work, which went by pretty fast today.  Hector, Ryan and I got to cross cut a little, which 
was fun, but we ran into a few problems.  On the trail we met two ladies who volunteer 
trail workers are associated with on the Pacific Crest Trail.  Then we were on our way 
back home to start chores 
-Stephanie 
 
TUESDAY-Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you 
doing, why? 
Monday morning, we all got out of bed, well not all of us, Jacob decided to stay in bed a 
little longer and he asked me to get him a bagel so I granted him his wish, breakfast in 
bed.   
After safety circle we headed up the hill and got to work.  Tanner, Jacob, and I had a 
conversation on life experiences with stealing from stores.  I enjoyed that conversation 
and know it’s not worth stealing because you’re just throwing away your life.  After 
awhile we switched up jobs; Mason, Daniel, and I got to work with Pulaski’s, Russell told 
us to go  ahead and knock out the dead trees in the way, so we went and did that.  
Mason and I fought this huge spider.  It was dead so I decided to smash it and yellow 
juice squirted everywhere.  Time passed pretty quickly, Russell had Mason, Daniel, and I 
do cross cuts to the logs.  It was pretty big but it was nothing.  I think I broke one sweat 
maybe.  Finally we had our last break after that tree was done that was great.  Russell 
told us we had to head down to the rest of the crew in 18 minutes.  And in the 18 



minutes, Dee and Jacob got sleeted on by a tree, which was hilarious, we all headed 
down the hill and reached camp and got our chores.  I was lucky because I got to sit out 
in the sun and write this journal.  Let’s eat!!! 
 
WEDNESDAY-Describe your crew’s goals for the week 
Today I woke up 3 times in 10 minute intervals to try to get our breakfast person up.  
Needless to say there ended up only being 1 person on breakfast.  It was really warm 
last night so there were lots of mosquitoes, eating as we hiked to work.  First break we 
had, we had finished the re-route that had been started yesterday at lunch, we realized 
food was running low but we will have enough for the rest of the week.  Russell took last 
break with his crew and Tanner and we had ours.  We talked about our dogs and our 
ways of training.  Here dogs are the greatest. Once we got back to work I got a rock chip 
directly into my eye.  It hurt since, but the coolest thing today was the snag that my 
break came crashing down over a trail by our guys on water chores.  It was cool that 
some of us saw a tree fall. Let’s eat 
-Lauren 
 
THURSDAY-Describe what your crew learned this week 
OX showed up yesterday so I woke up thinking a creeper was in our camp this morning.  
I forget about a lot of stuff when I sleep. I always lose my gloves and it’s pretty pathetic 
but it’s whatever.  Work was great but it was even better when we got off work early.  
Unfortunately we spent our time off hiking about two miles to find a lake that wasn’t 
there. On the bright side, we sat for an hour while Jessie, Mason, and Hector hiked an 
extra two miles to scout out ahead.  We ran out of water and had to wait until the people 
have water to fill up the five gallons.  Everybody is thirsty today; hungry, tired, and 
pissed off because of it. So dinner should be great tonight. I G2G, later.   
 
 
WEEK #5-Yellow Crew- South 4 
 
SUNDAY-Describe what your crew did this weekend 
We woke up at 6:30 this morning at the weekend site; it was a lot better because last 
time we had to wake up earlier so we could be ready for the time to back country.  It was 
a nice hike today and it didn’t take us 4 to 5 hours to hike; only two or three. I wasn’t 
really paying attention.  I just know we got home earlier than before.  As we got to camp, 
we sat down and waited for our food to arrive cause we had it packed in . 
-Mason Spain 
 
MONDAY-Describe your project this week; where are y ou, what are you 
doing, why? 
Today we woke up to Russ playing his guitar at work.   We had to remember where our 
tool cash was.  All day long we worked on the second to last reroute and were able to 
finish tread for all of it.  When work was done we came back for chores.  Dinner was 
squash, white chicken breast, and 24 packs of ramen.  Not bad.  One of the pots of 
ramen had an accident when Candido asked for seconds.  We did 2 SEEDS, cleaned up 
camp and went to bed. 
X 
 
TUESDAY-Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 



We woke up at 6:30 this morning.  Breakfast and safety circle were business as usual, 
although we started a little late because of someone taking their sweet time on the 
latrine.  Today we spent our time working on the trail between the PCT/Foley Ridge 
Junction and our camp because we already finished all the reroutes past that point.  
Russ and Tanner had split us up between them with Russ doing Pulaski work and the 
rest of us with Tanner making the trail more visible.  Lunch came around, and before we 
knew it we were back at camp getting ready to do chores.  I hope that SEED is fun 
tonight because we’re all going to teach each other what we learned about plants, wild 
life, and tying knots. 
-Ryan 
 
WEDNESDAY-Describe what your crew learned this week  
Great morning, great safety circle, everything was freaking awesome today.  We finished 
the re-routes and did some touch ups on the other parts of the trail.  We have a lot of 
food left to eat so tonight is going to be alright. 
 
My Most Challenging Day at NYC was: 
Mason Spain- My most challenging day at NYC was the last hike back.  I had a lot of 
stuff in my backpack and I never had to carry that much stuff and it was a challenge for 
me. 
 
Stephanie Harris-The most challenging day at Northwest Youth Corps for me was the 
first day we were working with the Pulaski.  I had never used a Pulaski to cut a fallen log 
in half, therefore when the job required it, I needed to learn.  I had a hard time getting my 
swing steady, but eventually it all worked out.  I even made a tree fall with the Pulaski.  
By the end of the session I felt confident with my Pulaski use. 
 
My Three Favorite NYC Experiences Were: 
NYC has opened my eyes, as well as my mind, to facets of life I would have never 
contemplated prior to this.  Picking three of my favorite NYC experiences is difficult 
simply because there were innumerous instances where I realized how blessed I am to 
be living the life I am living.  My first memorable experience I had to pump water from a 
stream not too far from camp, and then carry it back.  It took me and my partner a good 
45 minutes per 5 gallon.  Next, I really enjoyed our weekend hikes to Honey Lake as well 
as Linden Meadows.  Those are the kinds of experiences that don’t by easily.  Lastly, I 
was amazed at the friendships forged within our crew.  Initially people were a bit 
apprehensive but as time passed they opened up to each other.  This was great 
because it made everything that much more pleasant and gave our crew a sense of 
community. 
~Candido Bousquet 
 
AT NYC I learned…  
At NYC I learned that everything happens for a reason; bridges are there for a reason(!), 
and that everybody is different; really different~ Deandra Fegurguer 
 
NYC has taught me how to earn a living through honest, dedicated hard work; to go 
above and beyond what I thought my own personal limits were and the importance of 
trail and conservation work for preserving the wilderness and maintaining its natural, 
majestic beauty.  I also learned how to peacefully resolve conflicts with one another, 



work efficiently as a team, how many things there are to be interested in and learn, and 
just how little we need to survive and how spoiled most of us really are. 
 
One Thing I Will Always Remember: 
The one thing I will always remember is meeting the people at orientation and thinking I 
wouldn’t like them at all, but when I was put in a crew with them, we actually became 
really good friends 
~Jacob Crowther 
 
The one thing I will always remember is hanging out with the fantastic (4) and the crew 
and making jokes with them 
~Jessy Sperry 
 
From Now On I Will Always 
Danielle Fisher-Now I am going to get more involved in outdoor things in school.  I am 
doing forestry and soils and that.  When I walk on trails, I would say something about 
them, since we worked on trails for the past 3 weeks.  And I will go hiking a lot more 
after this so I can stay in shape and be able to hike up hill and not stop for anything and 
just go straight up; and navigate from the stars if I ever get lost. 
 
Hector Escobar-Remember all the SEED I learned at NYC this summer and I will not 
forget any of the work I did this summer. 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Russell 
 
CREW COLOR:  BLUE 
 
WEEK #1 
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  
 
MONDAY-Describe what your crew did this weekend 
We just got to camp.  The crew set up the tent and tables.  We made PB + Js for lunch 
tomorrow and we’re having top ramen.  The first day was orientation day.  We planned 
the groups out and headed for the trail.  Today was not a work day. 
~Austin Owens 
 
TUESDAY-Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you 
doing, why? 
We stayed in our base camp area this morning and worked on the Pinnacle Trail Head.  
We were able to clear a nice part of the trail.  After we were all done, it turned out 
wonderfully.  It seems everyone is pumped for the next 2 weeks up here; everything but 
the evil, steep, 5 mile hike tomorrow up to the Timberline Trail. 



~Jared Holden 
 
WEDNESDAY-Describe your crew goals for this week 
Today we got up early this morning as usual.  We had a little trouble starting, as well, but 
once things got going, it went good from there.  Steep, deadly, and evil trail was ahead 
of us.  Everyone agreed it was the most difficult trail we’ve ever done.  Things should be 
great here for the next 2 weeks or so hopefully. 
~Jared Holden 
 
THURSDAY-Describe what your crew learned this week 
Today’s work went really good for us all.  We covered a good amount of trail for the day 
but I think as the week comes, we can cover more trail everyday.  We all were feeling 
the pain from our hike but we all pulled through it all. 
~David Larson 
 
FRIDAY-Describe your crew’s challenges and accompli shments this week 
Our excited and anxious amalgam of young men camped out day 1, surrounded by 
contentment and the pulchritude of natural Oregon.  This exhilaration was quickly 
obliterated by the daunting spectacle of a 4 mile uphill hike beneath over 100 lbs of 
equipment.  Our worry proved worthy, for the hike was the (mutually decided) hardest 
physical challenge of our lives.  The aforementioned clash of adolescent stubbornness 
and Mother Nature’s brutality resulted in perhaps the greatest accomplishment of some 
of our lives.  Apart from the tangibles, we also faced the challenge of adopting one 
another into a family.  To set aside one’s myopic quest for acceptance is a remarkable 
challenge in itself, but for another to accept this quest is even greater.  We all succeeded 
in strengthening our bodies and minds through the practice of peace, kindness, and 
understanding. 
~Jake Boswell  
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Spencer 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK: 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Mt. Defiance 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Mt. Hood 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: 
  
 
MONDAY-Describe what your crew did this weekend 
Our crew continued work on Mt. Hood today.  After many hours of hard work it seems 
we are making much progress, and starting to work like a well oiled machine.  Sadly 2 of 
our crew members had to hike out because of previously obtained injuries.  Hopefully 
they’ll be able to come back.  We all miss them, and want them to get heftier. 



~Jared Holden 
 
TUESDAY-Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you 
doing, why? 
Our project is trail maintenance on the Timberline Trail.  We are on Mt. Hood working on 
the Timberline.  We are doing this for the hikers and everyone that goes on the trail even 
the snow. 
 
WEDNESDAY-Describe your crew’s goals for the week 
Our crew’s goals this week was to get our assignment trail area finished on time.  
Everyone is working very well with one another, thus making us succeed as a whole.  
With minor set backs and enormous group effort it seems we will be able to finish our 
goal and be proud to be in our crew.  
 
THURSDAY-Describe what your crew learned this week 
In this our second week as a single work force, Blue Crew has shown exceptional 
interest in our most recent SEED.  Perhaps it is simply the shift in subject, or maybe it is 
because we get along better.  Regardless, we have all learned a great many things such 
as how to read-Dichotomous Key, and the many pros and cons of drug use and abuse.  
As a result, I personally feel that this crew is not only willing, but completely able to leap 
all they can in the coming weeks. 
 
WEEKEND 
On Saturday are crew slept in met up with Red crew and chilled at the pond, and then 
Matt, Jared, Jake, Kyle, and I hiked up the MT to see the awesome view-on Sunday are 
crew slept in we woke up around 7:20 and had a 6 hour work day and we worked as one 
helping each other out.  Go blue crew whoops whoop.  Holla Holla Yeee… 
~P-Rich 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Spencer 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK: 3-4 
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Mt. Hood 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: 
  
 
MONDAY-Describe what your crew did this weekend 
After a full week of daily hikes, Saturday’s reprievable of moving camp to the worksite 
gave a good boost of PMA to the entire group.  After a short day of work, everyone 
settled in for stargazing and copious amounts of sleep! Sunday began at 9am, though 
breakfast took time to finish up.  Soon after we began a hike to see a nearby waterfall, 



only to end up going right back to enjoy some chill time by Newton Creek.  Perhaps this 
week will work itself out before long. 
~Critter 
 
TUESDAY-Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you 
doing, why? 
David and I were leaders of the day Patrick and Spencer fell a snag we had a great work 
day and worked an 8 ½ 
~P Rich 
 
WEDNESDAY-Describe your crew’s goals for the week 
After much needed rest the night before, today everyone woke up feeling pumped for a 
quick 8 hour day of work.  Being “hump” day made it extra special as well.  Spencer 
broke a pineapple that seemed he been saving for awhile and it satisfied every ones 
hunger during lunch.  As for our crew’s goal this week, it can be one of many.  For 
starters we’ve been trying very hard to keep every ones PMA up, also to do many LOTD 
and so far, everyone has done great.  We may not finish the trail we’re on right now, but 
good news, we get to come back next week (our last week already) to finish up 
~Jared Holden 
 
THURSDAY-Describe what your crew learned this week 
After a 6 hour day of work, we packed up camp and hiked out at dawn, so we started at 
last week but the hike was enjoyed by everyone in our crew. 
~David Lee 
 
SUNDAY/SATURDAY (WEEKEND SITE) 
This Saturday Blue crew woke at 7am.  The camp was briefly picked up but blue crew 
was still a bit late to get to the new camp on the trail being worked on.  To make up for 
time this new camp was set up during chores and daily tasks instead of work time.  The 
rest of the day went smoothly and one of the well respected rovers, Spaces, left us and 
Patrick took the lead.  That night a chill seed was given as constellations and the 
beautiful night sky which was draped upon us.  
 
Sunday being our free day we woke up at 9am.  Our crew decided to go on a relaxing 
hike to Sahalie Falls but was separated due to different hiking paces.  Some hiked to the 
falls but others spent time looking for the other groups.  The lack of time spent at the 
falls was disappointing and to some irritating, but despite this fall of morale, we learned 
how to better communicate and blue crew continues to hike and push on.  We all spent 
time relaxing and reflecting by the river so everyone, by now, are enjoying the lax chores 
and daily tasks.  Today wasn’t as bad. 
~Bryce.  
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Spencer 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK: 5 
 



PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Mt. Hood 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: 
  
 
SUNDAY-Describe what your crew did this weekend 
Soon after weeks 3 + 4 came to their triumphant conclusion, blue crew settled in to Park 
dale to cleanse themselves and their clothing of nature’s pulchritude.  Even after a 4 
hour laundry session, they arrived second to the weekend site and enjoyed a delicious 
ramen dinner for all four crews.  Saturday-blue crew could smell victory from the moment 
they awoke.  After a pancake binge, mail was handed out and the crew members split up 
to their respective  
~anonymous 
 
MONDAY-Describe your project this week; where are y ou, what are you 
doing, why? 
Today was the first workday of the last week.  We had Burke left for the LOTD, and 
David was his partner.  We worked on finishing up Newton Creek trail, and we’re almost 
there.  I am really looking forward to finishing up.  Live for today look forward to 
tomorrow, and don’t forget to smile! =) 
~Nara 
 
WEDNESDAY-describe your crew’s goals for the week 
Today we did the last LOTD, it was Josh and this morning, after Nara and P-Rich.  We 
finished Newton Creek, and then we started Timberline.  We’ll definitely make camp by 
tomorrow.  Our last dinners were rice and stuff, and wow its time for roll call, hoo-rah!!! 
~Nara 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Dorea 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK #1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Timberline Trail-Top Spur  
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Mt. Hood 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Hood River  
 



 
MONDAY-Describe what your crew did this weekend? 
We hiked out from our spike today; little did we know we should have taken the left trail.  
3 miles later we ended up in a river trail, after the correction we hiked about 7 miles, but 
it was worth it. 
-Kegan Parker 
 
TUESDAY-Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you 
doing, why? 
We woke and did an 8 hour work day then hiked to our new camp site which is 
awesome, we have a great view of Mt. Hood and I am happy to be here. 
-Kegan Parker  
 
WEDNESDAY-Describe your crew’s goals for the week 
We got up really early and went down the trail to lop for our lives from the intrusive 
vegetation of doom.  Our job was detrimental to the trails survival.  So once we saved all 
the fair trails.  We returned to camp to celebrate our success. 
And we lived happily every after….until tomorrow.  
-Kegan Parker 
 
THURSDAY-Describe what your crew learned this week 
We rose at 5:30am this morning, and enjoyed hot coca for the first time since we’ve 
been here.  It was delicious and exciting, which made for a great start to the day.  Safety 
circle went a bit quicker than normal, which is a sign that we’re memorizing the standard 
mountain safety concerns.  There may have been more dancing than usual, but it’s hard 



to tell; we dance more often than one would expect up here! After our hike to the work 
site a few of us commenced in finishing a few drain dips, which I finally learned how to 
build (with lots of help from Dorea & Richelle) and then made our way down the trail.  
The others began to chop &I lop the trail clear of protruding limbs and branches, and we 
all eventually coagulated onto one stretch of trail, cutting & digging away.  Until first 
break, there had some new and improved G.O.R.P that had gumdrops & M&Ms in it, and 
not surprisingly it was gone by afternoon break.  We voted to work an extra hour in order 
to free up sometime to get down the mountain next Thursday, which went well, we got to 
camp around 4 or 4:15.  Hopefully we get some more free time tonight, it depends on 
how long our camp chores take.  Well, that’s where I’ll end it! 
-Gunnar Cox 
 
FRIDAY-Describe your crew’s challenges and accompli shments this week 
As we began our long and grueling day, we started out with the good old safety circle.  
Before we started our work, Patrick chose three brave souls to hike down the 
treacherous mountain to retrieve food so we wouldn’t starve for the next week.  Lopping, 
lopping, grubbing, and hacking down trees and plants that are in the way of the trails, we 
made sure they were taken care of and exterminated.  This kind of job is not cut out for 
your average teen, only the superstars of NYC Orange crew can perform these tasks to 
perfection. 
While the day- went on, we were anxiously waiting the arrival of the food.  The crew was 
worried that they were attacked by bears, or someone had fallen off of a cliff, because 
those are two of the many dangers we face. day in and day out here on the mountain.  
But sure enough they had survived the three and a half mile hike back to us; with the 
food.  One can plainly see that we risk our lives everyday to better the trails.  Some call 
us superheroes and some call us saviors, but we just see it as another day in the life as 
a member of the orange crew. 
 
SATURDAY 
Today was our first recreation day.  Many people had stayed up the night before and 
looked at the stars, so we didn’t wake up till 8:30ish, which was very nice.  We took 
awhile to eat and bomb-proof and then we headed out on our recreation trip.  For our 
recreation trip, we took a hike to McNeil point.  We had an awesome snowball fight on 
the way up and when everyone was ready we trucked on.  The hike was about 1 ½ miles 
long to the top, but many stopped before they reached to the top.  Those who did go to 
the top climbed a rock and stood up there like kings & queens of the hill.  They were on 
top of the world! However they had the shotgun so Patrick had to hike up to get it so we 
could have lunch.  They backtracked to where the others sat waiting.  We had summer 
sausage sandwiches, PB & Js, cheese, and strawberry cookies.  After our break we 
headed back down.  The views both on the way up and the way down were majestic.   
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Dorea 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Timberline Trail-Top Spur  



 
NATIONAL FOREST: Mt. Hood 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Hood River  
 
 
MONDAY-Describe what your crew did this weekend 
Whoa today was crazy! We started out this morning very early by packing our packs full 
of food to gear for the next week.  Our hike then started at the top spur trail head for 
what we thought would be a 3 ½ mile hike in.  About 4 hours in we figured we should be 
getting close until our amazing tripod leadership team gave us some good news, and 
some bad news…..we get to eat lunch by an amazing river but….we were on the wrong 
trail! 
-Kelsey 
 
Today we got up earlier than usual; it didn’t rain last night so some people had to a lot of 
pushups.  The crew of orange then started the day with breakfast fit for kings and 
queens, bagels.  Then we did the good old safety circle and headed down trail to our 
enchanted land where our ruling of the trail began.  By lunch we were quite a ways down 
trail and we ate PB&J and summer sausage sandwiches and then back to ruling the trail.  
When third break arrived, we got a surprise; we were to be done earlier and went back 
to camp and dinner of backcountry burritos. 
-Nathan Johnson 
 
Today all started with the usual “good morning orange crew!” wake up call from Mama 
Dorea.  We were all pretty tired but we forced ourselves out of bed, put on our boots, 
and headed out of the wonderful trail we’ve been working on for the past two weeks.  
Climbing the mountain is hard work, and almost lost some good people and water 
bottles out there today.  There are always a couple falls but we got right back on our 
feet. 
Finally arriving to camp we got started on chores.  I’ am pretty sure dehydration got the 
best of most people today, and was making silly mistakes.  But all we could do was just 
sit and laugh about how ridiculous the situation was.  We’ve had some good times up 
here on this mountain, and I hope they never end, but we’ll just have to wait and see 
what’s in store for us tomorrow. 
-Kelsey Costa 
 
TUESDAY-Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you 
doing, why? 
This week my crew is at Mt. Hood.  We are doing trail maintenance on the Timberline 
Trail.  There are also 2 other crews doing different sections of the same trail.  Mainly we 
are brushing an 8x10 corridor along the trail and what seems like a ton of drainage.  I 
like the tread work, my swamper really knows her stuff. 
-Kegan Parker 
 
WEDNESDAY-Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
Our goals for this week is to learn as much as we can, pump out some amazing trail; oh, 
and get on the clock on time.  I had to wake up early to do B-fast today.  That means 



taking down the “bear hang” bag that we keep our food in, and bringing out some 
bagels.  Everyone has a place in the crew and we all seem to be getting along great! 
-Anna 
 
THURSDAY-Describe what your crew learned this week 
Our crew learned the 6 components in tread today from the uh-mazing D-ddoria.  They 
include Top-line, cut-bank, hinge, tread, burn, and toe-line and don’t forget to air-mail 
that burn! Mainly what we are looking for is a comfy 18’-24’ in. tread for hikers to walk 
on! Also our swamper taught us her favorite part of trail…her superb drainages! 
-Gunner 
 
FRIDAY-Describe your crew’s challenges and accompli shments this week: 
We were challenged from day one doing a couple of extra miles on our hike in  but I feel 
that with that under our belts we have been able to accomplish soo much more than any 
of us ever thought we would-I am really excited about this crew.  I know we’re going to 
pump for the next 5 weeks! Orange spirit baby!!! 
-Richelle 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Dorea 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Timberline Trail-Top Spur  
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Mt. Hood 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Hood River  
 
 
MONDAY-Describe what your crew did weekend 
Today we got up earlier than usual. It didn’t rain last night so some people had to do a 
lot of pushups.  The crew of orange then started the day with breakfast fit for kings and 
queens:  bagels.  Then we did the good old safety circle and headed down trail to our 
enchanted land where our ruling of the trail began.  By lunch we were quite a ways down 
trail and we ate PB&J and summer sausage sandwiches and then back to ruling the trail.  
When third break arrived we got a surprise, we were to be done earlier and went back to 
camp and dinner of backcountry burritos 
-Nathan Johnson 
 
TUESDAY 
Dear diary, 
So today pretty much started at midnight when I woke up and thinking it was 5 in the 
morning.  I asked Kegan for the sack and he answered with such anger that he hurt my 
feelings; then I realized it wasn’t really 5 bells!  LOL!  Silly me!  After awhile I woke 
everyone for breakfast; well Rodney did.  After safety circle we went back to our work 



site where everyone “worked hard”.  Richelle and Gunner built a French drain while 
Nathan and Briana put some stepping stones over the stream; then Dorea left to go 
scout the trail ahead; at least that’s what Patrick says… Oh, the other day Kegan told us 
she’s just tired of us.   
After being done, we had an hour of free time before we had to do chores.  Favian 
decided to join everyone down by the river to wash his luscious hair.  Then Patrick made 
me do journals, which I’ am doing right, just waiting for time to go by so that Patrick can 
lose his bet and do his 300 push ups. 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Dorea 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Timberline Trail-Top Spur  
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Mt. Hood 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Hood River  
 
 
MONDAY 
Today all started with the usual & “good morning orange crew!” Wake up call from Mama 
Dorea.  We were all pretty tired but we forced ourselves out of bed, put on our boots, 
and headed out to the wonderful trail we’ve been working on for the past two weeks.  
Climbing the mountain is hard work, and we almost lost some good people and water 
bottles out there today.  There are always a couple of falls but we get right back on our 
feet. 
Finally arriving to camp we got started on chores.  I am pretty sure dehydration got the 
best of most people today and we’re making silly mistakes, but all we could do was just 
sit and laugh about how ridiculous the situation was.  We’ve had some good times up 
here on this mountain, and I hope they never end.  But we’ll just have to wait and see 
what’s in store for us tomorrow. 
-Kelsey Costa 
 
TUESDAY 
Today was the first day back on our fantastic trail.  Wake up call was at 5:20am; bagels 
with cream cheese for breakfast.  After a muddy hike down to the trail from where we 
ended yesterday, we started today.  Hikers really appreciate the amazing work this 
super team has done! Apparently “this is the best this trail has looked in over 30 years”.  
Towards the end of the day the great OX came to visit so we’re all on our best behavior 
(no food fights, bummer!) while our guest is here! Orange crew converge another day, 
and now we rest to own the trail tomorrow. 
-Brianna Galloway 
 
WEDNESDAY 



We woke up this morning to rain.  Ox had spent the night in our camp so we were woken 
by his amazing voice.  We spent the day working on a French drain.  We all got soaked 
and muddy but we had fun.  We played telephone to keep us busy as we fire lined 
helmet-fuls of rocks down the trail.  We’re having enchilada soup for dinner and it smells 
amazing.  We plan to go to bed early z-night, zzzz 
 
THURSDAY 
The weather today was cold but not rainy like yesterday.  Our awesome crew of super 
heroes finished the French drain we had started earlier.  We worked steadily.  Although 
the work was not that straining, some got minor injuries from breaking rocks into small 
gravels size pieces. 
We finished work on time and Dorea had us admire our work by going and trodding on it.  
We’ve decided chores and as soon as there done and we eat dinner we have Nathans 
PH to listen to till bed time.  We’re all really excited. 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Dorea 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Timberline Trail-Top Spur  
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Mt. Hood 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Hood River  
 
 
SUNDAY 
Today’s story begins with an epic morning, riddled with amazing action such as rolling 
over, mumbling, general shifting of body parts, and even a little spooning.  In other 
words, we got to sleep in until ten o clock.  Amidst rays of bright sunlight, Orange crew 
commenced the gathering of gear, the dismantling of tents and bear hangs, and the 
always challenging distribution of crew gear.  Then the guys decide to do “camp sweep” 
but really just went up to the rocks to get a last great view from the top of the world.  
Even Chad got angry because we went up without him but he got over it after Daniel 
gave him a hug.  Safety Circle went on as usual.  We danced, sang, laughed… I believe 
that there was some stretching & safety tips as well.  The safety circle was Richelle 
trying to drown everyone in a “game” called waterfall.   
After everyone relieved their bladders, we were finally off.  As we headed down, Favian 
slipped on the mud and fell, but he was ok after Gunnar picked him up with strong arms.  
When we got to our tool cache, we stopped for about 45 minutes to do some trail work. 
Favian took a poop in the first ten minutes, but after that everyone worked pretty fast.  
As soon as we finished annihilating the invading mountain shrubbery, we resumed our 
hike.  The hike seemed longer than usual, either because we were anxiously anticipating 
our front country campsite, or because we had to stop to patch a poorly crafted garbage 
bag, which had been leaking trash for a good 500 yards. 



Luckily, Richelle-sy was there to clean the unfortunate mess and said that I we had sent 
an ironic message to the message hikers.  After fixing-line we split into two groups; then 
one group went up ahead to set up camp.  The other group stayed behind for a much 
deserved rest, and also because Daniel kept falling off. Anyways when group A got to 
our new camp site, one thing we did was try to open the cabin, which unfortunately was 
well enforced.   
Afterwards we set up camp and made a delicious dinner of mush.  Then some bikers 
came to spend the night at the cabin, and they agreed to let us use the John, and all 
rejoiced.  So ends another day for courageous orange crew….what does tomorrow hold 
in store? 
-Gunnar Cox 
 
MONDAY 
Today the crew woke up at 5:00ish.  We had delicious pancakes for breakfast, 
the pancakes were made by Richelle-sy and Kelsey.  We woke up in our white 
walls we had set up yester-year; well yesterday.  The weather was wonderful and 
the sun bright.  After breakfast we hiked through the foghorn forest and up the 
creek trail.  Then we headed up the mountain to continue our quest.  We found 
our tools and chose our weapon that isn’t a weapon.  We hacked, slashed, 
lopped and cut our bushy enemies down.  Our crew was bolstered by the great 
presence of our sire; or our knight in shining armor.  He helped the princess and 
prince of orange beat down the dragons.  We had our break for lunch like usual, 
but by third break we had another surprise; we were getting off work early! So we 
headed back down the mountain to our front country camp, and moved our white 
walls to another place not far from the original.  There we set up white walls 
again and dinner was on the stove, and so ends another heroic day. 
Nathan got stung 4 times by bees while digging for potty hole 
-Nathan Johnson  
 
TUESDAY 
Today is Brianna’s birthday!  The day was brightened before it started with the birthday 
based excitement.  Daniel and Gunnar were on breakfast this morning, but Gunnar slept 
through his alarm, and had also failed to set a backup one.  Although Orange Crew 
breakfast was a bit late being set up, we were able to get on the clock roughly on time, 
thanks to Dorea, our valiant and responsible crew leader.   
The hike seemed longer today, probably because we woke up at five twenty this 
morning; an hour earlier than usual.  We reached our worksite and got to work.  Around 
nine o’clock, two corps responds members showed up to help us build some trail.  Their 
names were Chad and Anna, not to be confused with Chad Brochill and Ana.  Chad and 
Anna were equipped with a grubber and a Pulaski respectively, and they helped us bust 
out a good chunk trail.  Besides being very helpful on the trail, they also provided us with 
some new conversations and some refreshing new faces.  After work we hiked down to 
camp and performed our chores, one of which was to prepare a grand birthday feast, 
masterfully crafted by Ana and Nathan.  And now we arrive; a Happy Birthday dinner 
after a good day of work… 
-Gunnar Cox 
 
WEDNESDAY 



Beep, beep, Beep, beep, good morning orange crew!  With Gunnar and me on 
breakfast, we got up and got rolling.  We had an awesome breakfast.  The day kept 
rolling by and we got through safety circles in 10 minutes and where to work on time 
woot, woot! We started the day with a jolly jaunt up the mountain and, un-intimidated, 
started falling down with Sam like Chad the infamous.   
 
THURSDAY 
Good morning Orange  
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Dorea 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Timberline Trail-Top Spur  
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Mt. Hood 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Hood River  
 
 
SUNDAY 
One more week, guess what?  Our fourth week is almost up! Chad may not speak for 
the whole group, but it sure seems like this whole adventure is flying by fast.  We just got 
back from our weekend site, and all of us either went swimming or to some lake.  
Dorea’s group got in last again; can anyone trust her?  So after all the fun time at the 
lake we all came back, had some great clubs for dinner and had our crew Olympics as it 
was getting dark.  We had Kelsey and Favious be our Pulaski holders, they both did 
really well.  Today we woke up to some cereal and oatmeal and packed the rigs pretty 
fast...  Orange crew drove around like mad cows to a couple of stores, including 
Goodwill.  Dorea almost bought this luscious extravagant fur coat picked out by the girls, 
but she didn’t want to get it dirty, so she decided not to get it.  What a shame...  After 
having a brilliant box of donuts provided via our crew leaders =), we headed up to our 
campsite to explore the trail.  Now its time for chores! One more week! We will all miss 
each other.   
 
To Favian: You make us warm and fuzzy. 
 
To Bryauna: Lets go to your house and have a real cake! 
 
To Gunner: Do work son, you definitely know how to. 
 
To Anna: Yes, we will still hear your voice ringing in our heads months from now. 
 
To Nathan: It keeps going…and going….and going….like the energizer bunny. 
 
To Daniel: You are the skinniest teddy bear any crew can get! 



 
To Kelsey: Bro Hemaroni-Pulaski!  We need your laughing fits! 
 
To Chadley: Falling down a mountain is not a professional career. 
 
To Richelle: We are going to send you plethora of deodorants. 
 
To Rodney: hey food! Grandma Christmas dude we miss you 
 
To Kegan: I will throw down, right after I throw up, because I AM SO FULL 
 
To Patrick: HA HA HA HA HA and if Patrick was a leaf, he would fall into a nice warm 
place of a tree. 
 
To Adina: Please make us some more p-milk cinna-honey deliciousness! 
 
To Bona: As the big lady once said, “Take a yellow top with you!!!” 
 
Signing out~Chadley Bear. 
 
TUESDAY 
 
Happy anniversary Orange Crew! We have been together for one whole month! It is sad 
to think that this time next week we wont be together = (.  Bri, I will miss you rocking me.  
Daniel, I’ll maybe miss you.  Chad, I’ll think of you every time I fall down a mountain, and 
Nathan, your voice will ring in my ears for long after we part.  Kelsey, I’ll never do it as 
well as when you’re there and I’ll never beat someone in contact as well as when I have 
you, Gunner.  And Dorea, I’ll think of you every time! Oh yes and Dina, don’t worry about 
it, I’ll miss you too! Close these past 5 weeks; life will never be the same after Saturday. 
Keep in touch. 
 
WEDNESDAY 
Today is our last hump day.  Our crew split again today:  Dorea leading three 
crewmembers up the hill from our trail junction, and Adina plus six working their way 
down the mountain.  We covered a good length of trail: much lopping, grubbing and 
sawing was involved, as usual.  It’s another day gone and another day closer to Eugene, 
where friends, family and goodbyes wait. 
-Gunnar Cox 
 
THURSDAY 
Good morning Orange crew.  Good morning it was with Animal’s amazing gingerbread 
pancakes and “Porias scrumpscious” (bacon)  Yay! Good… Anyways we had a great 
day at work today with fabulous fragile boy on loppers, Brittney Bam on Pulaski, along 
with me and Kelsey taking out roots, along with Favian and Lanners awesome crosscut; 
Nate fell an awesome tree.  Will 195 times for dinner and I am hungry so this is our 
journal and I’m out . 
 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS 
 



Trying to hike up the mountain with a heavy backpack and asthma –Kelsey Costa 
 
Every had its challenges, the hardest day was the first hike up with the really heavy 
packs 
 
The most challenging day for me was day 1 learning how to do things.-Daniel  
 
I don’t really have a most challenging day.  The first couple days were really tough.  The 
hike in, the NYC policy and getting along with crew members the first couple of days… 
Chad 
 
My most challenging day in NYC would have be the first day since we were hiking up 
and went some extra miles in.-Fabian 
 
My most challenging day was any day with troubling social phenomena; teenagers in the 
woods yields some trying situations-Gunnar Cox 
 
My most trying time was being sick and trying not to be too much of a Hazel, yet I still 
wanted to work and pull my weight-Anna Strehl 
 
My most challenging day in NYC was the first weekend site.  As a swamper I was 
assigned to help a crew leader with the “coolest” chore.  However he had to leave to 
deal with something so I was left all by my lonesome self to finish the chores.  It was 
quite stressful but I feel I did a really good job-Richelle Staples 
 
My most challenging day was probably one day when I had “troubling social 
phenomena” with a crew member over something that made no sense-Nathan Jones. 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE 
 
One of my favorite NYC experiences include when Chad fell down the mountain,   
feeling the accomplishment of maintaining trail, and Nathan falling down the trail-Kelsey 
Costa 
 
Meeting everyone, getting called to come out and hike down to life-Daniel M 
 
My favorite moments were laughing uncontrollably with Kelsey and Bryauna, seeing the 
beautiful sights with the sunset and the clouds, and singing wagon wheel in the van with 
the whole crew-Chadley  
 
My first one was definitely the sunset with the clouds going over the mountains like the 
Vianca Falls.-Favian  
 
1-The stars.  The Milky Way was visible every night. 
2-Natural wonders (Mt .Hood/Sunsets) 
3-Making it to fifth week uninjured and untainted. 
 
1st-views were beautiful and majestic 
2nd-all the giggling that went on 
3rd-listening to the PH’s 



 
1. The first night we had off and we stayed up very late and watched the stars 
2. Having my 17th birthday with my amazing friends on orange crew! =) 
3. Chad falling down the mountain just to hand me a saw, and then seeing his face 

afterwords. 
-Bryauna Galloway 
 

1. orientation; meeting a whole new group of people 
2. The weekend sites; seeing how all of the crews had bonded.  
3. Chad falling down the mountain 

 
1. Seeing the stars (stargazing) and Milky Way 
2. Falling down a hill after pulling a root which flung me down 
3. The sunset with clouds that were golden and flowing over the hills like a great 

dragon 
-Nathan Johnson 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED 
 
How to make drain dips and how to survive in the woods.-Kelsey Costa 
 
More work ethic, how to deal with people, and how to keep eating-Kelsey Costa 
 
I learned more about myself because I would be myself; I learned how to deal with 
stress/problems/troubles better, and I learned what it takes to live secluded in the woods 
for 5 weeks. 
 
I’ve learned so much, since it was my first time hiking and camping; also a lot about 
plants; credit to Patrick, our rover-Fabian 
 
1-how to build trail 
2-how to load a trailer-Burrito 
3-How to act around people whom you have to live with for five weeks 
-Gunnar Cox 
 
1st-I learned my limits 
2nd-I’ve learned how to build trail 
3rd-I’ve learned about plants, LUNT, and other things about the woods 
-Anna Strehl 
 
1-how to use various tools to build trail 
2-How important it is to be myself 
3-how to better manage my time 
-Bryauna Galloway 
 
1-I learned how build trail 
2-Use various tools of grubbing and chopping destruction 
3-And how to live with people for five weeks who have different backgrounds and 
interesting personalities 
-Nathan Johnson 
 



@ NYC I learned that I don’t always get to do what I want…But also that it is OK 
because there is a reason for it and I am still learning how to deal with that. 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER 
 
The people and overall awesome experience-Kelsey Costa 
 
Everyone will be remembered with thoughts of this crew every day 
 
I will always remember how much I missed and appreciated my twin brother and family-
Chad 
 
The wonderful views and not taking showers for two weeks-Fabian 
 
I will always remember the appreciation and yearning for my friends and family-Gunnar 
Cox 
 
I will always remember the people I have met and lived with for 5 weeks-Anna Strehl 
 
I will always remember the friends I made while I was here! And I will always remember 
how amazing my crew made my 17th birthday-Bryauna Galloway 
 
I will always remember my thoughts of my friends back home and my family. I will 
remember my appreciation of them, and my crew-Nathan Johnson 
 
I will always remember how hard it was to be a leader to my peers and the leadership 
experience I gained-Richelle 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS 
 
Be more aware of nature and reach out more to the environment-Kelsey Costa 
 
From now on I will have a greater perspective of the Earth’s natural resources and will 
prepare myself even more to be a greater leader-Chadley Bell 
 
Appreciate shower times since we don’t get it a lot out here-Fabian 
 
Shower daily and appreciate my home situation-Gunnar Cox 
 
Take time on my hygiene and be more aware of nature-Anna Strehl 
 
Be more responsible and not grumble so much when asked to do chores-Bryauna 
Galloway 
 
I will always appreciate showers and warmth because we didn’t get either much out on 
the mountain-Nathan Johnson 
 
Take peoples’ personal past history into account when dealing with conflict-Richelle 
 
 



CREWLEADER:  Nika Tanner 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK: 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Timberline Trail  
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Mt. Hood 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Hood River  
 
 
SUNDAY-What your crew did this weekend 
We all joined together to form “red” crew.  I thought a lot of the people were really 
different and I was little standoffish.  I was missing the family I had with orange crew last 
session, but when I saw my big brother, Terry (Moose), who was from my last session, I 
realized that my new crew will be better than the last time.  I am excited for what this 
session will be brought forward.   
~Nightcrawler 
 
MONDAY-Describe your project this week; where are y ou, what are you 
doing, why? 
We’re on the trail; we hiked to the top in a group of 4.  The view was an amazing sight.   
It was beautiful.  There was lots of water and wonderful views of Mt. Hood and Mt. 
Adams, the rolling hills and the valley.  Amazing!  We’re all hiking to the top tomorrow 
and I am nervous, but excited.  I helped scout out our new campsite. 
~Nightcrawler 
 
WEDNESDAY-Describe your crew’s goals for the week 
Our crew has many goals for this week.  One goal we have already reached is making it 
to our campsite.  We also hope to complete our projects.  Another goal we have is to all 
get along and get to know each other.  So far we have got along and there have been no 
fights.  Our goal for the entire session is to have all our crew members when this is all 
over. 
 
THURSDAY-Describe what your crew learned this week 
These last few days, our crew has learned the true meaning of hard work, teamwork and 
friendship.  We all wake up and laugh.  I personally have learned never eat before the 
crew is ready.  Also we learned NEVER sit next to Tanner on your birthday blindfolded! 
All in all, we have learned about ourselves.  I have learned that what I call hard work is 
everyday work for us now; and that I hate all bugs! 
P.S We learned that we will be a stronger force upon return to our lives. 
~Turtle 
 
FRIDAY-Describe your crew challenges and accomplish ments this week 
This week we haven’t had very many challenges, but the hike in was a bit taxing.  We’re 
all glad we’re up there though because we have a perfect campsite and a good project.  



The only other challenge we’ve had but that we worked two 9 hour days in a row.  It’s 
okay though because the work is good  and we have the best crew leader and rover, 
along with a great crew that continues come together to get things done. 
~Katie 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Nika Tanner 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK: 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Timberline Trail  
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Mt. Hood 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Hood River  
 
 
MONDAY-Describe what your crew did this weekend 
We decided to go to Dollar Lake and meet up with the crew to the cast also known as 
blue crew.  We played in the snow and got to go swimming, it was all quite relaxing. 
 
TUESDAY-Describe your project this week, what are y ou, what are you 
doing, why? 
We are on the Fallen Park Trail of Mt. Hood-The project has been going really well.  It 
seems like the deeper we go, the more stubs there are, but it’s really rewarding and we 
do what we can to keep a lot of busy.  We also have been seeing more hikers, which is 
always cool especially when they see our work and are grateful!  I hope to keep this 
good morale up all week and beyond. 
~Jarrett 
 
WEDNESDAY-Describe your crew’s goals for the week 
We met our first goal of the week today, reaching the end of our first trail at the river.  
We got there through a lot of brushing, pulling, and only a little of the dreaded lopping.  
Our future goals are doing some more quality work on our next trails, keeping our spirits 
up, and making it the few more days we have left before the long-awaited showers, 
laundry, and store stops.   
 
THURSDAY-Describe what your crew learned this week 
We learned the meaning of accomplishment this week and also how to work hard and 
sufficiently.  We’re learned to put all our differences behind all of us and we all are really 
starting to bond and become like a family. 
 
FRIDAY-Describe your crew’s challenges and accompli shments this week 
As a crew we met many challenges both within the workplace and as crew members.  
The challenges while working included at some points a lower PMA than would be 
expected, but this was combated by some very cheerful songs lead mainly by Ryan and 



Jarrett.  Some of the work the crew had to undertake was both physically and mentally 
challenging at times but after taking the long walk back to camp and seeing how great 
the trail was looking, it was worth it.   
The only metaphor that could suit our crew right now would be a group of little pebbles in 
a river.  It sounds a bit crazy but all of these pebbles break and erode each other & 
finally make a perfectly crafted group, traveling along the river and making its mark. 
This week has been great for getting to know other people in the crew and working 
towards eliminating the weaknesses that have arisen.  In the next couple of weeks we 
can hopefully work towards a stronger crew but for now we are very happy =) 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Nika Tanner 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK: 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Timberline Trail  
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Mt. Hood 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Hood River  
 
 
 
MONDAY-Describe what your crew did this weekend 
We all went into town for our first store stop.  We got showers & laundry done and drove 
to our weekend site, Little John’s Snow-Park.  We were the first people there so we had 
to set everything up.  We had lasagna on the night families came.  It was very good and 
I wanted more.  On Sunday we went up to our site and raced against the sun on our hike 
up.  It got very cold but we set up anyway.  Me, Zach, & Ryan ended up using a tree for 
our tent pole. 
~Turtle 
 
TUESDAY-Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you 
doing, why? 
This week we’re doing more trail work up on Mount Hood. We’ll be starting the 
Timberline Trail soon and we’ve been seeing a lot of hikers.  They are all really happy to 
see us up here maintaining the trails and we’re always glad to see that the trail is being 
put to good use. 
~Katie 
 
WEDNESDAY-What did your crew do today? 
Okay so today it was raining and really cold.  We had to forage food and candy while on 
the treacherous three mile hike down.  I changed my soaked clothes into some dry 
clothes.  The hike up was boring; we saw no wild animals or weird people.  When we got 
back the camp was soaked as well, so we all (me, Ryan, Nika, and Andrea) played 
cards and I lost but it was warm in the tent.  Dinner was good and that’s all so the end.   



 
THURSDAY-Describe what your crew learned this week?  
This week we learned that the weather up here on Mount Hood isn’t always pleasant.  It 
rained a lot yesterday and we couldn’t finish the days hours.  It turned out alright though 
because we worked on 9 ½ hours today even though it’s still cold out.  Hopefully the 
weather will improve soon.  But even if it doesn’t its still really gorgeous up here 
~Katie 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Nika Tanner 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK: 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Timberline Trail  
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Mt. Hood 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Hood River  
 
 
SUNDAY-Describe What Your Crew Did This Weekend? 
This weekend our crew traveled over to Cairn Basin.  It was a short hike but when we 
reached the water a few people carried Nala, Nika’s sister’s dog, across.  She was very 
scared, but the rest of the day she was so full of energy.  The hut there was cool and we 
all sat up top and took pictures.  I played with Nala all day and the rest of the crew just 
hung out.  Our crew is banding well, but we are having difficulties getting along at times.  
I woke up this morning being messed with and out of my tent by the trail.  Nice joke, ha, 
ha, ha! 
~Nightcrawler 
 
MONDAY-Describe your project this week; where are y ou, what are you 
doing, why? 
Although we are camped in the same area, I could never get bored.  We are working on 
the Timberline Trail, finally and have covered a large amount of ground in a short period 
of time.  Although still control has gone out of the window., I’ve really enjoyed the trail 
work and that great feeling I get when I see how nice the trails looks after a long days 
work.  Hopefully we can continue making excellent trails to the basin for the rest of this 
week and show Art Pope and the rest how Red team roll!! 
 
TUESDAY-Describe your crew’s goals for the week 
Our main goal for the week is to get our current stretch of trail perfect-hopefully up to 
Cairn Basin, but mostly just as far as we can get doing quality work.  Another goal is to 
try and keep our spirits up and get along, which can get tough after four weeks.  Lastly, 
we really want to get our hours on the trail done so that we can get delicious donuts on 
Friday morning and then rock the crew Olympics on Saturday.  So much to do, and so 
little time left… 



 
WEDNESDAY-Describe what your crew learned this week  
Our crew learned a lot this week, learning how to fix our concerns in a PMA way rather 
than getting our job done. We also learned that dogs are a big distracter…even more 
than your sticky hands.  We are also progressively getting better at creating the corridor 
without a bunch of Cling.  It was a roller coaster week. 
 
THURSDAY-Describe your crew’s challenges and accomp lishments this 
week 
This week has seemed like a roller coaster.  We have all had our ups and downs, but 
thanks to all our team building, we got past the “storming stage” and reached 
“performing”.   
Our challenges have included creating tread where it is very steep and dealing with very 
loose soil.  Other challenges include crankiness, irritability, and chaffing of the groin by 
Zach and Ollie.  Thank goodness for Gold Bond. 
Everyday feels like more of an accomplishment because of the longer hikes each day.  
My favorite words have become “tool count”.  Ryan was able to eat 3 bowls of don’t-
want-to-pack-it and a pan of tuna.  Zack and Pato got a huge rock out, Jarrett learned 
two chords on Chuck.  Thanks to the skill of Meredith, Stick became a hobo and 
discovered strange objects in his shoe, Lisa discovered her powers of Narcolepsy on the 
bus, Andrea learned about what true interviewers are supposed to be like, Katie 
“pretended to work”, Nika became a true destroyer of spiders, Turtle attempted to 
retrieve the stolen journal, and Ollie came to the conclusion of the philosophy of the “rat 
race of life” 
~Jarrett 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Nika Tanner 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK: 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Timberline Trail  
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Mt. Hood 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Hood River  
 
 
MONDAY-Describe what your crew this weekend 
This weekend we began with an awesome Friday of showers, a store stop, and laundry.  
We arrived at the weekend site first (again!) so we set things up and helped out the other 
crews.  It was great to reunite and share stories.  Saturday started out with mail and 
recreation trips where we got to just relax and enjoy the scenery.  We held Pulaski’s, we 
ran relays in crazy rain gear, we chugged water, and laughed-a lot.  While red crew 
finished last, we definitely won in spirit.  Sunday we packed up, drove to Mt. Hood, and 
hiked to our current campsite. 



~Meredith 
 
TUESDAY-Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you 
doing, why? 
This week we are continuing our work on the Timberline Trail atop the beautiful Mt. 
Hood. We are yet again cutting bank, duffing trail, lopping, sawing, hacking, and 
snacking (only on breaks).  We all still love this beautiful place and we’re all working our 
butts off to make this trail excellent.  Because after 5 solid weeks of work the Timberline 
Trail and Mt. Hood is not only a part of us, it is us.  We own Mt. Hood! 
 
WEDNESDAY-Describe your crew’s goals for the week 
Today was our last day of work.  It was hot, tiring, and long. To me it felt like an eternity 
and a year.  During the day we were all tired.  Big Clean is tomorrow and Saturday is the 
big graduation.  Once the checks are given, some may come back others may not.  To 
those who stay coming back, good job.  To those who don’t, good luck?  It’s been 
memorable and I will miss everyone.  Now where’s the pizza Nika promised us? 
Hahaha! 
~Turtle 
 
THURSDAY-Describe your crews’ challenges and accomp lishments this 
week 
Dear Journal,  
Today is the final day before graduation =).  It’s finally here. Our biggest accomplishment 
on red crew is that we are all here still and that we finished our project, it’s a bitter sweet 
thing, we are glad it’s over but we’ll miss everyone. 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
The day it was raining and really cold. I was mentally tired and close to breaking down.  I 
got through it only with others around me.   
Ryan Smith  
 
The day that we first hiked up Mt. Hoods Vista Ridge Trail 
~Pato 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE 
My first favorite NYC experience was getting to our first campsite after the hike up Mount 
Hood.  The hike was one of the hardest things I’ve ever had to do, and the exhausted 
satisfaction at the top was an amazing feeling.  Each time I hiked that trail it got easier 
and I knew I was getting stronger. 
My second favorite experience was getting to share five weeks with eleven amazing 
people.  The hard work we did as a team, the laughter, and the fun times made the time 
fly by. 
Third, the overall experience of living in the woods without any luxuries was refreshing 
and really helped me grow as a person.  Getting dirty, eating rice and ramen, witnessing 
beautiful sunsets and seeing more stars than I have ever seen in my life were 
unforgettable. 
~Meredith Jacobson 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED … 



At NYC I learned the importance of teamwork because if our crew hadn’t come together 
we never would have finished.  I also learned to be more confident and to get along with 
people better.  NYC really brings the best out of people because it takes them out of 
their element and brings new experiences to their lives. 
Katie Berryman 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER 
I will always remember the day when I was working and I came across a very large 
stump.  I started to try my best to cover it up with dirt, so I wouldn’t have to go through 
the work of digging it out.  Tanner my rover asked me, or rather challenged me, if I was 
going to quit on that stump, was I was going to quit on life? -as our extended metaphor.  
I got frustrated at first, but then in my best effort got a huge job done!  I was so pleased 
with myself.  I will always remember that metaphor when times get challenging.   
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS 
From now on I will always take responsibility for my actions, work hard for any job, work 
with others, and treat others fairly, and do my best on anything and everything I do for 
myself or for others. I will also do what I am told and to not argue with others.  I will talk 
about problems instead of running away or become angry. 
~Lisa Herron.   

 
 
 
 


