
Teens and Trails Program Participants 2009: 
 
 Now that the busy field season has wound to a close, it is a time for reflection. I 
hope that, by now, you have had a chance to realize what exactly your session in Oregon 
meant to you and how it may, indeed, carry on and affect for years to come, if not for 
your entire lifetime. For some of you, it may have been an opportunity to enhance your 
understanding of our outside world, this having been some of your first experiences 
camping. For some of you, you may have come away with new job skills and 
understandings of responsibilities that you may not have had before. There are so many 
things to learn here at NYC, and I’ve come to find that they are not often recognized until 
well after the last shotgun has been packed, after the last rig has been swept at big clean, 
and after you were FINALLY able to catch up on your sleep in your own bed. Everybody 
comes away with something different from their experience with NYC, not just ripped 
muscles and a new body odor they didn’t know existed.  
 
 We ALL came away from Teens and Trails with wonderful stories to tell.  
 
 As a crew, you were able to surmount big obstacles, like mountains, rivers, 
downed trees, brutal sun, and thirst that may not have been anything like any other thirst 
you have had before. And, as a crew, you went from a group of perfect strangers to  
tackled these challenges with full hearts, with pulaskis-a-blazing, and the intense fervor 
that can only be found in an NYC crew.  
 
 Well done. Pat yourself on the back. And the person on your left in the circle. 
  
 I wanted to take a moment and thank you all for what you brought to the table. 
You brought skill, you brought intensity, you brought dedication. You brought the fun, 
the silliness, and most importantly, the love to what it we do here, at NYC. And you 
continued our good name and reputation in NYC.  
 
 Thank you for all you did. I hope to see you again. 
 
-Joe Waksmundski 
Program Director 
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CREWLEADER:  Dan Bedard 
 
CREW COLOR:  ORANGE 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  New River ACEC 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Bureau of Land Management  
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Coos Bay District   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today was our first weekend of the session.  We got to know everyone yesterday 
and this morning we were put in our crews and left for the worksite in Coos Bay, a four 
hour drive!  We divided up today’s chores and played an awesome game of sardines.  
Tomorrow we get our first taste of work. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today we are over by Bandon at our camp. We made slash piles.  Actually all 
week we are going to be doing that.  It was very hard but we did it!  We also played some 
game like “Body Bash”.  It was fun.  We also did some SEEDS and also played in the 
creek.  We caught some frogs & even some salamanders. 
Shelby Rubida 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals for this week are to finish the field.  On Wednesday we are going to the 
beach.  We had to work one more hour than yesterday.  Today was less sunny than 
yesterday, which was nice. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Palop the unicorn was eating grass.  Palop was tired of eating grass so he went to 
find an enchilada.  He went to Taco Bell and got an enchilada.  He was happy.  I am 
not!!!  ROFL!!!JK!  lololololololololololololol 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 

Today it was, of course, more slash piles.  It wasn’t that hard though and when 
you have people to talk to it makes work go by faster.  I can’t wait until tomorrow.  I’m 
really curious where our weekend site is going to be.  Also I get to see all my friends that 
aren’t in our crew.  I guess I’ll find out tomorrow. 
 



 
CREWLEADER:  Dan Bedard 
 
CREW COLOR:  ORANGE 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Blue Ridge Trails 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Bureau of Land Management 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Coos Bay District  
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We worked on the trail doing a turnpike and drainage ditches and filling in the 
holes in the trail. 
Tommy Knott 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Dan Bedard 
 
CREW COLOR:  ORANGE 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME: Dean Creek Elk Viewing Area  
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Bureau of Land Management 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Coos Bay District 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 

This weekend we hung out with everyone else at the weekend site at Arizona 
Beach.  Went on our rec trips and left to our new site at Dean Creek, an elk preserve on 
the central Oregon Coast. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are at Dean Creek Elk Preserve.  We are doing invasive species removal of 
Scotch something and pulling weeds at a garden.  I think they don’t want the plant to 
spread to the elk preserve. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We got up this morning very tired and we ate breakfast.  Then we hiked for like 
an hour to our worksite.  We worked pretty hard but we were tired.  Toward after lunch I 
had so much energy and worked as hard as I could. 



Tommy Knott 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Dan 
 
CREW COLOR:  ORANGE 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  North Spit 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Bureau of Land Management 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Coos Bay District 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We did crew Olympics and the winners went to see fireworks.  Red crew won. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are at North Spit today and we have to walk like a mile & ½. but the work 
isn’t too bad.  This is my fav worksite except walking.  We’re working on some trails, 
making it more accessible to people on horse-back and helping to keep a section of 
sandier trail from eroding away. 
Shelby & Kyle 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Christie Reams 
 
CREW COLOR:  YELLOW  
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Silver Spotted Butterfly Habitat 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Siuslaw NF 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Central Coast RD   



 
SUNDAY-6/14/09 
The birds chirping,  
The wind on my face, 
The feeling of burping 
Brings a horrible taste. 
 
As I sit here 
Seeing no deer 
The peace comes to me 
O boy, their goes a bee! 
 
When a flower blooms 
It’s not our doom. 
Upon the land, 
There is sand. 
 
In front of me I see a bench 
Behind me I feel a fence, 
We left our homes, 
And now in dunes. 
 
When I look up in the sky 
I say “good bye, because… 



I believe it’s time for pie. 
 
Joseph Blom 
 
NATIVE NAMES: 
Joe:  Fish boy 
Kodiak:  Mr. Maple Leaf 
Garrett:  Shining Star 
Paige:  Flagz 
Ana:  Cookie 
Christian:  Flower 
Lizzie:  Pink Seagull 
Cherlee:  (Care) Bear 
Lucas:  Denim 
Josh:  Sunshine 
Christy:  Miss Butterfly 
  
MONDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are restoring the butterfly habitat.  This will give the silver spot 
butterflies a nesting ground.  The scenery is amazing here.  It’s very beautiful on the 
beach.  It is also cold.  Today it was very sunny, which is very abnormal for the Oregon 
coast.  Working was very fun and it was very nice to be able to look up from your work 
and see the ocean. 
Lizzie Lindsay 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goals for the week are the following:  We are going to save the silver 
leaf butterflies by slash piling and making room for violets.  Another goal is to work 
better together. 
Lucas 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We went to a new site today.  It was easier than the last.  This morning we had 
pancakes and that got everyone to a good start.  I had a shower!!  I miss home , but not 
enough to throw away my well earned pay.  I’m looking forward to junk food this 
weekend.  I little sparks are flaring, but we are bonding pretty well fortunately.  Third day 
working...  Work isn’t as bad as thought.  Food isn’t the best, but I’m livin’.  I hope it 
doesn’t rain.   
Garrett Mills  (AKA 6-0) 
  

We also went to the beach after work today.  Everyone was tired, but it was worth 
it.  I was pretty wiped out from work today and missed home, but the beach made 
everything better.  Kodiak and “Fish Boy” went swimming in the ocean.  I soooo wish I 
could of joined them, but I cut my tow badly on the rocks on the last beach trip, so I 
couldn’t get it wet.  �   But I went on a walk and ended up finding an amazing, awe 



inspiring view from exploring on the rocks.  It was amazing, AMAZING!   I stood on a 
rock and the waves crashing onto the rocks sent a spray of water up into the air right in 
front of me.  Adrenaline rush!!  I also found lots of beautiful wildlife in the little pools in 
the rocks:  hermit crabs, sea anemones, baby fish and much more.  I was really euphoric 
afterwards so I didn’t talk much, but I was happy.  I only really wish I could of shared 
what I found with someone.  It needed to be shared with someone. 
Much love � , 
Paige Iverson (AKA Flagz) 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 We had a really hard day working, for must people it was the worst.  Chris, our 
woods boss helped us out a whole lot with gardening and slash piling.  Everyone in the 
crew was working on one big garden, which took the longest time.  At first I think we 
were all very motivated, but after awhile, we got tired.  But then Chris saved the day by 
cheering us all up.  For dinner Christy and Katelyn made fried rice and for dessert we had 
brownies, well kinda.  The brownies weren’t fully cooked, but it was still very good and 
yummy. 
Ana Pittis and Cherylee Jouwsma 
 
 Ok, today all of us are going to the weekend site for some chill time after work.  I 
went a little crazy on shopping for food.  I spent almost $50, but it wasn’t all for me.  
Lucas got his money jacked and his mom is sending him some, so I bought him some 
stuff.   

It kinda sucks losing my Aviators.  The day I went swimming in the ocean a freak 
wave just trashed them off my feet.  I was sad, but I’ll be ok.   

So far work has been ok; a little tiring but all good.  One of the days, though, a 
couple people were all over one another with yelling and screaming.  We all have 
nicknames.  Mine was Mr. Maple Leaves.  I made friends really quick when I got here.  
Our first job was so close to the ocean, I could throw a rock and hit it.  We were on a 
ledge/hill just above the water.  It was so cool.  Our leader is the Bomb.  She is fun and 
energetic and a load of fun. 
Kodiak Arndt (AKA Mr. Maple Leaves) 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Christy Reams 
 
CREW COLOR:  YELLOW  
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  New River ACEC 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Bureau of Land Management  
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Coos Bay District 
 



MONDAY:  POEM 
 Your beauty is not measured or even looked upon 
 But gazed by even gods,  

Your eyes bring me to the bluest ocean. 
Your smile makes me smile,  
Your personality always makes me happy 
And when I’m done with this poem,  
I’ll be thinking of nothing but you. 
 

TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We pulled tons of weeds or beach grass today.  My feet hurt.  I have my shoes and 
there’s only 4 more days till we get to see our parents.  Chris helped us today.  It was fun.  
I hope we get the silver spoon—cobbler truly was the bomb. 
Christy 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we finish the pulling of the beach grass.  It was harder to pull the grass 
towards the end of the day.  I guess that tomorrow we will be slash piling.  I am glad 
tomorrow it will be mid-week. 
Joseph Blom 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned that we can work together and get stuff done fast.  Most people 
respected one another, but still needed to work on respecting other peoples’ space.  We’re 
learning to give positive comments and care for one another. 
Christian McCabe 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 During this week we have been pulling weeds & slash piling.  Monday & 
Tuesday we pulled weeds & yesterday & today we slash piled.  Yesterday we got 
approximately 58 piles done.  Today we got 28.  It was kinda depressing when we found 
out.  I really felt like I was working hard, but I guess not as hard as I thought.  After work 
we went & played in the creek then did a SEED.  The SEED was on clouds.  It was 
interesting to know what kind of clouds were in the sky.  For dinner we are having 
burritos.  I don’t know what we are doing after dinner, but it is almost ready & I need to 
help with the clean-up. 
Lizzie Lindsay 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Christy Reams 
 
CREW COLOR:  YELLOW  
 
WEEK # 3 
 



PROJECT NAME:  RAC Trails 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Rogue River NF 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  High Cascades RD 
 
SUNDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 OK.  So today is Thursday, not Sunday.  I forgot to write this Sunday, so I’m 
doing it now.  At the moment Paige is freaking out because she can’t find her wallet and I 
hope she finds it.  We went to Crater Lake hoping to swim, but there was no way down to 
the lake.  We worked 6, 9, 10, 4 and 4 hours over the week, but it was worth is.  We lost 
Christian.  We took it pretty hard.  I was even crying so we had to work more hours. 
Kodiak 
 
MONDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We got to sleep in today.  Christian’s gone.  I miss him so much.  It’s hard to stay 
positive when crying is the only thing on my mind.  I love Ana to death and I hope she’ll 
understand that crying and showing emotion isn’t a weakness, it’s a way of survival; a 
way to keep standing.  Love you Ana! 
Cherylee J 
 
 9 hours of work today.  Slackers were slacking, workers were working.  I miss 
home.  I’m tired; I want to sleep.  I feel like I’m dead.  I can’t motivate without an ache.  
I want food, but too many mosquitoes everywhere.  I miss life in the city and all of my 
friends.  Why is this so hard?  I need a shower.  I’m on a field without grass while the 
wind is breezing by.  The sun is warm.  I need music.  I need motivation.  God help me.  
I’m going to finish this.  This won’t win me; I’ll win it!! 
The one, 
The only, 
Garrett Mills 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we about all finished the north section of trail!  Yay!  I’m exhausted, but 
proud of a good 9 hour work day, and for working through to the end!  I’m really hot, but 
we must wear covering clothes or risk the wrath of these terrible mosquitoes.  Joe is 
covered in bites!  For a change of pace, we had ham and turkey sandwiches today with, 
of course, PB&J.  Only Thursday and Friday left, yes!  And we are going to Crater Lake 
tomorrow. 
 I’m really excited.  This week is so hard, I don’t even kow why.  Mybe it’s the 
nice hour days, mosquito infestation and sadness of losing Christian?  Ya, that brought 
the group down a whole lot, but we are working through it.  The weekend won’t be the 
same, or anytime, without him.  Only two more mornings here…  Yes!  They are so cold!  
Food is yummy (lecker, that’s German).  I smell the golden spoon again.  Lol!  I miss 
home and friends, but I know I will also miss being here. 
Infinite Xs and Os 



Paige �  
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today Garrett, Joe, Paige, Sarah Rose and I tried to finish the giant linkin’ log 
wall.  The chainsaw worked for the first five minutes, but then, as it always does, the first 
time we turned it off.  In Sarah Rose’s words, “Ahhh, it won’t start”.  So today was an 
interesting day; however the workday ended pretty quickly and we got to party at Crater 
Lake and play.  All in all it was a pretty bomb day.  Although the mosquitoes are driving 
me and everyone else crazy! 
Josh Levi 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Christy Reams 
 
CREW COLOR:  YELLOW  
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  RAC Trail work 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Rogue River NF 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: High Cascades RD   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 The weekend site was not the same one, but was just as enjoyable.  The weather 
was cloudy/rainy and all around un-helpful.  I made cornbread pancakes Saturday 
morning; delicious!  Only red crew and some friends saw fireworks, (bummer) but the 
crew Olympics were still enjoyable.  Sunday was a little sad.  We had to say goodbye to 
blue crew early.  They had a long drive to Central Oregon.  Yellow crew got the golden 
spoon (again) and Josh got the work-horse for our crew (again).  Yippy!  We got our 
lovely Katelyn as our rover once more, and we had a nice relaxing and long drive to our 
mosquito infested wonderful worksite (just a little sarcastic there. �  )  We had a tough 
lesson on conflict resolution when some people were camping in our site, we came out 
all-in-all as the better people and ended up packing up again to a nice spot down the road.  
We kicked butt setting, un-setting, and setting up camp again, and I am awaiting a well 
deserved tasty burger for dinner. 
Infinite Xs & Os 
Paige Iverson 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are drops away from having Iodine water; almost to the finish line.  I really 
miss Christian.  I hope he’s at graduation.  Katelyn is the bomb.  She really gives great 
advice.  Awesome dinner; Kodiak & Josh made spaghetti and garlic bread.  It was so 
good.  Well yesterday wasn’t the best.  I sweat everything has gone downhill since 



Christian left.  Well, we’re still in mosquito Hell.  Yippy!  Ya!  (right.)  So Kristie’s the 
best too.  Can’t wait till Saturday by far now! 
Cherylee 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today was pretty hard, not that we had a lot of work; it’s that we worked really 
hard and very fast.  It was cool to see such an awesome contact whose name was Chris.  
He looked at us as full grown adults rather than teenagers, which was cool.  We decided 
to work 7 hours tomorrow, which is short compared to our 8 and 9 hour days, but that 
leaves us some pack up time on Friday, which is cool.  I made spaghetti on Monday and 
it was so good.  It was better that I could have imagined.  Josh added a little something to 
my recipe, and WOW, it was good. 
Kodiak Arndt 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We finished all of our hours!!  Tomorrow we pack up and leave at 7ish.  I’m 
going to make a special breakfast.  Saturday I go home!  I’m excited, but I will miss 
everyone!!      

                                      
Garrett Mills 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Jared Baker 
 
CREW COLOR:  RED 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Blue Ridge Trails 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Bureau of Land Management 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Coos Bay District   



 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend my crew and I met each other and went to our campsite.  We set up 
our tents.  We learned the rules and played some fantastic games.  We circled up and 
talked about our goals and worries.  We also had some great dinner cooked by Matt and 
Anthony.  After a great day we hit the sack. 
Sarah Andrews 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are working on trail maintenance.  We made a lot of progress 
yesterday, but today we spent a long time perfecting our work.  We have a long way to go   
Gabe is complaining about my journal entry.�   He will prolly write something good 
though. ���  
Courtney Brown 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today was very productive.  Everyone was working very hard.  We almost 
finished the trail we were working on but only worked 6 hours instead of 8.  Jared said 
that if we finished the whole trail by noon, he would do all the dishes.  We didn’t get the 
trail done, but he said that he would do them anyways.  We went swimming/washing/sun 
bathing at the radiated pond.  It was gross, but refreshing.  We are going to finish the trail 
tomorrow.   
Mark Lane 



 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 One day, Pilgrim Pete and the Alligator Robot were but taking a stroll when they 
stumbled upon a turtle.  The turtle looked at them and smiled a sinister smile.  Pilgrim 
Pete and Alligator Robot looked at each other and pulled out their turtle gun and shot the 
turtle.  When they fired, the turtle used his sands of time and slowed down to dodge the 
nets and devoured Pilgrim Pete and Alligator Robot.  The waited until the turtle had to 
poop and when he did, they popped out and turned him into chocolate and ate him.  The 
end. 
Gabe Vieyra 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Jared & Katelyn 
 
CREW COLOR:  RED 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Silver Spotted Butterfly 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Siuslaw  NF 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Central Coast RD 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Mark and Gabe are working on a song for talent show thing.  Anthony just ate a 
piece of chicken/turkey from weekend site, which was found in the applesauce.  Sarah, 
Karen and myself continue to pimp it.  Austin has been having suspicious dreams.  
Nick……., likes to break wood.  Matt is trying to light a fire.  Jared thinks we need more 
wood.   
Courtney Brown 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are saving the butterflies by cutting down trees and thimble berries 
to take away shade because butterflies like the sun.  The main tools that we used are 
Pulaski’s and loppers.  We are on Mount Hebo working on different areas were the silver 
spot butterflies are. 
Karen Vandomelon 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today was very hard.  It was wet and cold and I wanted to go home.  After talking 
to my crew and crew-leader, I decided to stick it out.  I think that I learned a lot today like 
when to take a deep breath when I want to scream.  I really miss home and my family and 
friends.  Here I am constantly tested physically and mentally.  I am always frustrated, but 
I am constantly learning patience and tolerance. 



Sarah Andrews 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Jared Baker 
 
CREW COLOR:  RED 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  North Spit 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Bureau of Land Management 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Coos Bay District 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goal this week was to get our hours done, no one to get sick and no 
one to get hurt by anything.  We also didn’t want to get ticks on us.  I got one on 
myself—it rocked.    
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today I had a sandwich and water. 
 
SUNDAY 
 There is a bunch of wind here at the beach.  Our tent flew away right after we 
finished putting it down.  The beach is right by our campsite.  We are about to go get 
pizza once Jared and Lindsey get done….talking…. �   Nothing exciting has happened 
today.  OOOHHHH, except that Sarah has Reese’s and they are bomb.  This paper is too 
big for me to fill up the whole thing. 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Jared Baker 
 
CREW COLOR: RED 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Dean Creek Elk viewing area  
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Bureau of Land Management 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Coos Bay District  
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



Today we have to clean up Orange Crew’s work, by pulling out blackberry roots and 
whatnot.  I’m not loving it.  It’s the last week so nobody really wants to work 34 hours, 
but we do anyway.  So this weekend we dominated the Crew Olympics. 
Courtney Brown 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goal is to get all the blackberries out of the garden. The place we 
worked used to be lived in by a famous guy.  I found another tick on my thigh, so good 
for your butts and thighs, so I ate it for dinner.   Then I caught a frog and named him 
Dalma.  Finally I fought an alligator.  Karen is the best, so ya!     

Anthony Ramirez                                                                                             
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Will Polansky 
 
CREW COLOR:  BLUE 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Legacy Trails 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Siskiyou NF 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Wild Rivers RD   



 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today the boys and the crew-leaders headed to the first project.  The boys were a 
little over-excited and we attempted to work tonight.  After a several hour car ride, we 
had pestered the crew-leaders with many questions.  Shortly after our arrival, we started 
unpacking the trailer and chaos reigned during the assembling of the tents.  The day 
started winding down with the cleaning of the cooking area and the digging of the latrine.  
Chores were assigned and off we went. 
Tommy Mancuso 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 I’m just starting to write and everyone is making dinner while I try to think what 
to write.  So ya.  Today was hard and I wanted to quit and I still want to kinda, but I have 
fun hangin’ out and going to the cliff to just chill and think about stuff and I don’t like 
writing or reading. 
Jordan Wilson 
 
 I just wrote one journal and I can’t think of anything, so ya.  Jesse just ate a PB 
and J with mustard.  Gross!  …and he added cheese.  I’m bored, so ya.  I don’t know 
what to write about.  Even though it’s gross, I tried it and it was actually good.  Will and 
Jesse just got in a fight about cheese sandwich, so ya.  So we’re sitting at the table playin’ 
a game that I don’t understand, so ya.  Ya, I guessed what Eric said Z, so I was Zebra. 
Jordan Wilson 



 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goals included restoring about four miles of trail through the beautiful 
Siskiyou Mountains.  Some of our short term goals were to simply get through the week 
and learn exactly how to restore an old trail.  Our crew also needed to do ten SEEDs, 
averaging to two a day. We had to learn the basics in preparation for the next three 
weeks.  Another goal was to encourage fellow camper not to quit; even though the first 
week is tough, it will get easier. 
William Raue 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned how to restore a trail, proper tool safety, about 
volcanoes, how to start a fire, good stretching techniques, how fire travels in a forest fire, 
how to flag tools (lock out, tag out), how to set up a tent, how to cook in the forest, the 
water cycle, how to be respectful, how to use tools (including the cross-cut).  Our crew 
also learned lots of fun and exciting games including Piggly Wiggly, Contact, Geography 
Game, the One Fish, Two Fish, Three Fish, Blue Fish Game, and the Imagination game. 
William Raue 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Will Polansky 
 
CREW COLOR:  BLUE 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Dean Creek 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Bureau of Land Management 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Coos Bay District 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 

Today it was really hot.  It seemed like we got far but I’m pretty sure we could 
have gotten farther.  Two people had allergy attacks and had to quit 10 minutes early and 
are sleeping right now.  For dinner we’re gonna have hotdogs and spaghetti.  Kind of a 
weird combo.  Jesse’s licking his thermos and Tony’s changing the songs and it’s getting 
annoying.  MMM…  dinner smells good.  Well, that’s all for today. 
Josh Sniezak 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We’re 8 miles outside of Reedsport doing whatever our contact, Bob, wants 
(invasive species removal and some trail building.)  We were, in theory, going to be 
setting up fences, but apparently that is not going to happen.  We are working in the hot 
sun with hopefully some shade tomorrow.  The guys here don’t really like working in the 



sun all day.  They got so many pushups today, most of the time they said that it was 
totally worth it.  The apparently do not learn their lessons because they keep raking in the 
punishment.  Sorry for an incorrect spelling.  Normally I care, but right now I don’t. 
Nikolai Marquardt 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 So today was good.  Right now Tony and Eric are cooking dinner and Josh and 
McLovin’ are making honey mustard and its good really good and will just tried to drink 
honey waterfall style and he missed and it went down his chin and it was funny, so ya.  
We are almost out of Propane and Josh and Will are going to get water, so ya. I’m bored 
and it’s starting to rain and it’s cold.  So that’s all for today.   
Jordan Wilson 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned how to build trails from scratch and how to remove 
invasive species of plants from an area.  Our crew had a very long SEED about leave-no-
trace camping and a demonstration of it too.  Everybody is doing their chores now.  That 
is all for today. 
Jacob Smith 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week our crew completed several jobs.  Our first job was to clear a path 
through thick bushes alongside a busy highway.  We made the path along a small stretch 
between the highway and Umpqua River. 
 Our second task was to clear dead blackberry bushes from the side of a road 
running through an elk reserve.  This task was very special to my crew because we 
always saw elk in the morning during our safety circle.  We started this on Tuesday and 
finished on Thursday. 
 On Friday we did two smaller tasks.  The first was to remove invasive species 
from a small field.  This took about an hour.  The next chore we did was to completely 
clear weeks and plants from a small fenced-in area.  This took another two hours.  We 
then packed our things and headed to the weekend site. 
William Raue 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Will Polansky 
 
CREW COLOR:  BLUE  
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  N. Umpqua RD Trails 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Umpqua NF 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Tiller RD 



 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Yesterday we arrived on site.  Will told us that we had to mix the people in the 
tents because our crew doesn’t get along.  Our crew still doesn’t get along.  I now have 
no friends in my entire crew because they still treat me like dirt.  Last week, orange crew 
had a wet week, so now we are supposed to haul all of our rain gear up the trail even 
though there are no clouds, it’s very hot and the sun is out  There is almost nothing for us 
to do on this trail. 
Jacob Smith 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today went slowly, while it was generally easy.  It was quite tedious seemingly 
pointless work.  Kate is getting along swimmingly with the majority of the crew.  Her 
bubbly and quixotic attitude leave little to be questioned about her being our best rover.  I 
doubt the blue crew’s ability to work has been severely depleted as it appeared.  I feel 
that the heat is getting to us. 
Tommy Mancuso 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our group’s goals this week are to restore a 2.6 mile trail.  The trail is rated at 
strenuous so it is very tiring to hike to the worksite.  The trail is not as beautiful as the 
one we restored the first week.  However it does have a few beautiful sights. 
 Another goal of ours is to stay safe.  We are practicing safe tool usage in order to 
avoid any accidental injuries.   
 Our final goal is to create a closer crew bond.  To do this, we separated our tents 
to break up cliques and create better relationships with the people from the other tent.  
This has been working pretty well so far. 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Will Polansky 
 
CREW COLOR:  BLUE 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Lookout Mt. Twin Pillars/Wildcat Tra il 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Ochoco NF 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Prineville RD 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend our crew joined the other three crews at the weekend site.  The 
weekend site was a windy grassy field.  When we arrived we set up our tents.  On 
Saturday we did chores such as van cleanup and restocking the food boxes.  We then 



separated into four groups to go on recreational trips.  Then we circled up for Saturday 
circle.  At the end of Saturday we had the NYC Olympics.  My crew had to get up early 
on Sunday to get on the road. 
William Raue 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Tempers are running as we approach the final day prior to departure.  Our project 
is beautiful, but our tempers and anger ruin this majestic trail.  Wildlife is amazing!!!!!  
We have seen a lot of avian activities.  Also coyotes and the wolves and bears and 
mountain lions have left scat and tracks everywhere. 
Tommy Mancuso 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 So the hike in to our worksite sucked because I was carrying a Pulaski and a 
yellow top and my pants kept falling down.  Today’s work was pretty fun.  We used a 
crosscut and got a lot of logs out of the trail.  On the trail we had an accident.  One of the 
corps-members (Eric) got hit in the back of the head with a Pulaski.  He had to sit out the 
rest of the day cuz he was dizzy and had a huge headache, but he seems to be doing good 
now.  Other than the wound pain, he should be able to work tomorrow. 
Josh Sniezak 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today we started out crosscutting a large log, which took two hours to cut 
through.  We continued the day with completing four logs with the crosscut.  Toward the 
end of the day it was very frustrating because I had to hike back and get a yellow top and 
a couple of tools.  Once I was almost back to the group, they come hiking back down 
(this made me mad.  As we were hiking back to camp, we had to move the log that we 
had crosscut in the morning.  Right after moving the log I happened to cut my arm on 
something and blood started to pour out.  (Now what an eventful week!)  First I cut my 
head with a Pulaski.  Today I cut my arm.  I wonder what would happen next. 
Eric Nguyen 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 The session has ended, and we have headed back to HQ with a celebration of 
Drew’s B-day as well as an awesome store stop.  We are happy to be finished with the 
session and we are happily anticipating the Big Clean.  We had a 5 hour drive and are 
sporadically running and playing in a park.  The day’s going very slowly as we await our 
ever nearing departure.  Melissa is the best rover ever…  although she needs a new hair 
style.  Will needs to shave his beard, so we can see what it looks like. 
Tommy Mancuso 
 
 


